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PREFACE. 

HESE pencillings which, as already noted, 
can possess but little interest save to Aber- 
donians, were commenced under friendly prompt- 
ing as a pleasant pastime, and as such they have 
grown to their present bulk. Having, when the 
season of rest from daily official duty came about, 
been actively in harness of one kind and another 
for well nigh seventy years, I was seriously 
assured that if I did not turn my still inkling 
hand to some sort of occupation, wearisome 
idlety would set in, and soon bring the end : 
hence my resort to the reminiscent pencil. The 
labour has proved a congenial refuge. It was 
entered upon with the earnest aim of avoiding 
offence to a single soul, for it would, indeed, be 
matter of just reproach if a writer like myself 
who had received so much consideration and 
kindness from his fellow-citizens of every class 
were to pen a word tending to wound feeling or 
awaken regret. 
C In now drawing these Remniscences to a 

close, I should add that there are two or three 
judicious enough reasons for the resolution. The 
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burden of fourscore years is not conducive 
to mental airiness of expression, or to exact 
remembrance of events, while, happily, there 
are still alive so many of those associated in the 
latter-day doings of my public life that character 
and surroundings must be cautiously surveyed 
and tenderly dwelt upon. 

The old Poet sang wisely : — 

" Give others' work just share of praise, 
Not of thine own the merits raise, 
Beware no fellowman thon hate, 
And so in GOD'S hands leave thy fate.'* 

W. C. 

OCTOBBR, 1906. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Amongst the latest entries in Volume II. of my Beminis- 
cences reference is made to the death of a well-known 
citizen, Baillie James Forbes, wholesale warehouseman. 
He was buried on the 3rd January, 1871, in St. Nicholas 
Churchyard, and at his grave there has been lovingly 
erected by his daughter, Elspet, a high handsome monu- 
ment recording the days and services of a long line of 
forebears. The tribute is probably the most noticeable in 
our ancient Necropolis. 

The Party of Progress commenced municipal work in 
high spirits. At the first meeting of the Town Council 
for the year — 1871 — ^Mr. James W, Barclay lost no time 
in expressing the satisfaction his fellow-members, as well 
as the majority of the inhabitants, must feel at the Court 
of Session having vindicated the legality of the purchase 
of Torry Farm. The Lord President had re-echoed the 
views of those who held the bargain to be a wise and 
prudent act of administration. A vote of thanks was ac- 
corded Mr. Barclay for his great exertions in the matter. 
"Without entering upon controversial lines — ^bitter and re- 
gretful lines at the time — it is not going too far for me to 

say in these non-party jottings, that often and sorely in 

1 



2 ABERDEEN REMINISCENCES [1871 

later years has it been regretted that the vote covered 
merely the acquirement of the Farm, instead of the 
whole land of Torry from Craiglug to the Girdleness 

Lighthouse ! ^While Councillors were thus engaged our 

Free Divines had a knotty question before them, the Pres- 
bytery discussing at much length the Union Question. 
Principal Lumsden saw no valid obstacle to the junction, 
and moved accordingly, while Dr. M'Gilvray went only 
the length of recommending a closer fellowship of love 
and labour between the two bodies — Free and U.P. The 

vote stood — Lumsden, 29 ; M'Gilvray, 19. The fine 

estate of Nethermuir in the parishes of Old and New 
Deer, valued at £75,000, was in the market, and Provost 
Leslie became the purchaser. By succession it is now the 
property of his Lordship's relative — Mr. J. Dean Leslie, 
Sheriff-Substitute of Clackmannanshire. I remember the 
respected and now aged father of this gentleman well as 

a first-class letter engraver in Aberdeen. John Milne, 

" the poet of Livat*s Glen " — b, real character in humble 
life — was missed at this time. Andrew Jervise, the Angus 
and Meams antiquary, spoke of Milne as ''the last of 
the Scottish Homers " — he was so well known and looked 
for amongst the rural population of Aberdeen, Banff and 
Kincardine. Not a feeing market in these widely spread 
counties but John, mounted on his favourite ass, would 
be heard " laying off " and selling his rhyming ware. He 
had reached the fourscore. 

From consideration of the more important matters 
engaging local attention relief was afforded by a trial 
that came before Sheriff Dove "Wilson in the Small Debt 
Court. The parties interested were both pretty well 
known. John Milne, the Burgh Assessor for years, was a 
smartish public servant — well educated, an apt business 
man with a lively imagination — but as already mentioned 
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he lost his situation and with that, it may be said, caste. 
He became a licensed valuator of property, and some of 
his hand-and-glove associates would have him stand for 
office as a Police Commissioner. They got him, unwill- 
ingly, he said, nominated in opposition to Baillie "William 
Shirres, and out of this incident the Small Debt Court 
case arose. The Baillie was indignant that he should be 
weighed in the balance with Milne, and at a meeting of 
the electors expressed himself strongly regarding the 
character and habits of his opponent. Milne, in his 
summons against the BaiUie, alleged slander, in so far 
that his conduct had been characterised as " unworthy 
of a gentleman, being void of order, truth, justice or 
sobriety, and thus he was held up to scorn, odium and 
contempt ". The pursuer appeared at the Bar for him- 
self, and Mr. David R. Morice represented the defender. 
The Court House was crowded, for curiosity entered 
largely into the proceedings. There were various amus- 
ing passages during the proceedings. Milne, well pre- 
pared, put his case with point and pomposity. The 
lawyer was cool and jocular : he knew his man well. 
Milne said he had been spoken to '* by private friends 
and grave men" about what the Baillie stated, and he 
had in consequence been deeply annoyed. 

Mr. Morice — ^You said, Mr. Milne, you had a great 
respect for Mr. Shirres : do you suppose the respect was 
mutual ? (laughter). Milne (with energy) — Sir, I believe it 
was. Had mine enemy done it I might have been pre- 
pared, but to be stabbed by my friend — human nature 
would not believe it (roars). Mr. Morice put no more 
questions. He held that the remarks of his client were 
made in the meeting of a privileged body — the Police 
Commissioners. The Sheriff took the case to avizandum, 
and later on gave his decision in a long and able note 
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that the Baillie's statements were not, in the circum- 
stances, libellous. 

We have had the Baillie defender in the foregoing 
case already in view, but he is well worthy a special 
sentence for he did years of good service to the city. 
William Shirres had been a sagacious and successful 
draper in King Street, comer of West North Street ; was 
well known over the county in that line, while to city 
business men his dexterity in figures was much spoken 
about. Many and many a long three columns of Asylum 
accounts have I seen him running up, after a searching 
glance at the price extensions, with a rapidity only given 
to specialists. He got the credit of being able to perform 
the addition of the treble row of figures at one and the 
same time, and he made effective use of the gift. Mr. 
Shirres, when he retired from merchandise, employed his 
spare time in private accounting and ship management. 
In this he was very successful, being capable, prudent 
and very cautious. He was a heavy sufferer through the 
City of Glasgow Bank failure of 1878, but overcame the 
blow. He died, 1st January, 1895, at the age of eighty- 
two. 

The Town Council new chamber was occupied for 
the first time on Sth February, when a long discussion 
took place over the Endowed Institutions School Bill. 

Another old-time Union Street merchant departed at 
this date — Mr. James Blackhall, clothier. He had reached 
eighty-two. So also had the Reverend Doctor Charles 
Gibbon, the gentle, much-liked minister of Lonmay. For 
sixty years was he shepherd of the same attached flock. 

^More startling, naturally, was the sudden death at 

Edinburgh, on Sth February, of Dr. William Keith, our 
distinguished local surgeon. He passed away at the age 
of threescore and eight. He won high reputation through 
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his many successful lithotomy operations performed in 
the Royal Infirmary. His principal professional contem- 
porary, Dr. William Pirrie, Professor of Surgery in the 
University, and also a power in the Hospital, passed a 
generous tribute upon his late colleague at the first 
meeting of his students after the death. It was well 
known that for years a keen unspoken rivalry existed 
between the two eminent chirurgeons, and, in. truth, it 
would be difficult to say which of them was held in the 
higher esteem. They both did free and splendid service 
in the cause of suffering humanity, and now the survivor 
spoke touchingly of his departed opponent. In the course 
of his eulogium Professor Pirrie said — ''No four hands 
have gone through so much surgical practice in common as 
Dr. Keith's and my own ". There came a touch of pride, 
'twas said, as the words "in common" were uttered. 
The funeral was public, and a large body of our leading 
citizens with the students joined in the procession to Old 
Machar Churchyard. 

I once witnessed a somewhat singular incident at an 
important operation in the Infirmary. It was a Doctor 
Keith day, and a labouring man of say sixty, suffering 
from stone, the patient. The case had been a good deal 
talked about. The Operating Theatre was crowded with 
students, bench upon bench — all eager, for even the 
wasters, the historic " chronics," would find their way to 
the Hospital on a great operation fixture. The necessary 
preliminaries had, as usual, been gone quietly about. The 
patient was laid tenderly upon the operating table ; the 
young resident surgical assistants were watchful and 
ready, assorting the instruments ; while the Chief, sedate 
and silent, smiled encouragingly upon his patient. Not 
a hnsh^ could be heard. On such special days outside 
interested practitioners might be present, and on this 
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occasion the genial Dental Snrgeon of the Hospital, Dr. 
William Williamson, took a seat at some little distance 
in front of the operating table well in view of what was 
going on. Jnst after Dr. Keith had successfully accom- 
plished the more difficult and dangerous portion of his 
delicate work, and the blood, of which there had been 
a considerable quantity, was being removed from the 
patient's person, a smothered, tittering whisper began to 
pass round amongst the students. What could the un- 
timely muttering mean? Nothing more or less than 
this — ^that the one onlooker in the audience who possibly 
caused blood to flow more frequently than any other 
had fainted ! There sat the soft-hearted professional 
Dental Surgeon, his head hanging over the back of his 
chair, all unconscious as a sleeping babe I I used to 
joke him about the matter, when all he would say was — 
" Treasurer, I'm not going back to a big ' stone ' fight ". 



CHAPTER II. 

The approaching marriage of the Princess Louise was 
interesting all and sundry. Lord Provost Leslie called a 
meeting to consider the most fitting manner of giving ex- 
pression to the general feeling, and mentioned that several 
ways of doing this had been suggested to him — amongst 
others a public banquet. Sheriff Comrie Thomson was 
in happy mood. He hinted that while a banquet sounded 
very well, it sometimes resolved itself into what was not 
so entertaining as one would expect. It just meant a 
number of men spending four or five hours eating and 
drinking more than they would otherwise do — a small 
number of the company being put up to make speeches 
to which the others were doomed to listen. The former 
were generally uncomfortable, and the latter always tired. 
For himself, he would be in favour of fireworks and a ball, 
so that all might share in the celebrations. This course 
commended itself, and an influential Committee, with the 
Town Clerk and Mr. Alexander Webster, advocate, as 
Joint Secretaries, carried out matters to the satisfaction of 
everybody. Some 500 ladies and gentlemen assembled at 
a cake and wine banquet held in the Music Hall, Baillie 
Robert Urquhart — in the absence of the Lord Provost 
through the dangerous illness of a near relative — effec- 
tively filling the chair. A ball in the evening was largely 
attended. The Incorporated Trades also banqueted to- 
gether, with Convener W. Allan doing the honours right 

(7) 
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heartily. The display of fireworks in the evening was 
exceptionally fine, and 200 of the University Students 
combined in a many-coloured procession. A number of 
the " rig outs " were excessively amusing. The Associa- 
tion for the Improvement of the Poor had arranged to 
give by relays 3,000 children of from five to thirteen 
years a comfortable meal in the Thurbum Cooking Depot. 
The arrangements, however, were in danger of being 
upset from the fact that no fewer than 5,000 little folks 
applied through parents and guardians to share in the 
simple festivities ! The Directors of the Association rose 
to the occasion ; a hundred willing lady and gentleman 
volunteers came forward to attend on the bairns, and the 
delightful scheme proved a happy success. The proces- 
sion of the young folks was a thing for remembrance, the 
statement standing in print that there '' was not a ragged 
or dirty child in the whole array *'. Nor were these the 
only good things going. The boys of Gordon's Hospital 
were in great glee. Accompanied by the Governors and 
the Teachers, and headed by their excellent fife and drum 
band, they marched gallantly through the streets carrying 
flags and bannerets, one of which bore the following unique 
couplet : — 

My hand and heart I give to Lome ; 
A Highland lad my love was bom ! 

You may lay your lugs, my appreciative reader, that 
the survivors of the old heroes of the Teaching Staff 
we have already seen in our pages — ^Alexander Gerrard 
and John Scott — were at one with their lively pupils in this 
remarkable poetic effort ! The female workers at Broad- 
ford factory made likewise a grand show. They walked 
arm in arm in procession through the greater portion of 
the principal streets clad in fantastic dresses and gay 
headgear. Blithe and bonnie, indeed, they were to 
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hear and see, singing, laughing, welling over with youth- 
ful merriment. The whole day's proceedings were a 
triumph. Never before had such crowds assembled ; 
never could there have been greater peace and good-will 
manifested. Not a single accident was reported, and only 
one solitary over-loyal subject appeared next morning in 
the Police Court ! Thus fittingly was observed the union 
of the English Princess Louise and her Highland young 
Chief of Argyll. 

A petition to Parliament against the proposed en- 
croachment by the Town Council on the Oldtown Links 
for irrigation purposes was speedily signed by some nine 
thousand people. The cpnsequence was that the clauses 
relative to the slaughter-house and irrigation were for 
the time dropped from the Municipal Extension measure. 

^After many days of comfortable up-putting, and 

pleasant nights of companionable enjoyment, by visitors 
and citizens alike, the Royal Hotel, Unioa Street, was 
closed, and David Robertson's vocation terminated. He 
has already found appreciative notice in our pages, but 
it should now be added that a number of his private 
friends entertained him to dinner — ^Mr. John Keith, mer- 
chant, presiding. And no better choice could, in the 
circumstances, have been made. John knew the guest 
thoroughly and his circle of select acquaintances. But 
far more than this : Mr. Keith was honourably known to 
every man in Aberdeen worth knowing, while the hand- 
some and extensive range of the Pratt & Keith business 
premises was — and continues to be — a landmark in Union 
Street. What a bright-faced, active, upright gentleman 
he was ! Ever frank, ever ready to help in aiding onward 
the prosperity of the town, but steadily declining civic 
honours. He had been very prosperous in his calling, 
this " British Merchant," as his friends styled him, was 
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kindly in heart and liberal of hand — wisely brief in 
words when having to speak in public. Bnt he was at 
his best in the position we presently have him, presiding 
over 50 or 60 friends — " fine fellows all," he would say — 
enjoying the good things of a plentifully furnished table. 
John Keith had the knack of keeping everybody pleased, 
everybody happy and doing something — saying or singing. 
Dying in 1887 at the age of seventy-two, he left many 
pleasant memories. 



CHAPTER ni. 

Din and dissension were again rampant amongst the 
members of the Town Cooncil. The majority were bent 
on interfering with — or, as the other side held, " confiscat- 
ing " — ^the mortifications for various charitable purposes 
held by the Town — ^some £24,000 odds — and also dealing 
with the Guildry Funds, diverting the money for other than 
purely benevolent ends. The matter was discussed at a 
private meeting, no pressmen being called, but of course 
the proceedings got wind, and caused no little consterna- 
tion. Provost Leslie, it was found, had determinedly set 
his face against the Party of Progress proposal, and 
warned that body that he would take every lawful means 
to protect the mortification funds. A division took place 
when eight members voted for the disturbing desire and 
six for the Provost, whereupon his Lordship and his sup- 
porting five left the Council Chamber. The result created 
much talk, the feeling in town being that the Provost had 
broken with the Barclay section of the Council. But the 
heat cooled down and at the next regular meeting of the 
body a sort of compromise was effected — ^f inal considera- 
tion of the subject being deferred till the exact terms of 
the Lord Advocate's coming Education Bill should be 

known. Patronage in the Church of Scotland was now 

obtaining marked attention, and an important meeting 
was held thereanent in the East Church, Mr. William 
Yeats of Auquhamey presiding. Resolutions were passed 

(11) 
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pointing out that seeing Patronage had been and was 
productive of evil in the Church and country, steps 
towards remedy should be forthwith taken. The Rev. 
Mr. Cowan, Mr. Robert Smith, GlenmiUan, the Rev. Dr. 
Pirie, and the Rev. Peter McLaren, Fraserburgh, were 
amongst the principal speakers. Peter was a rare fighter 
whenever he lifted his voice, or his weighty arm, as the 
people about New Deer could certify. Than Mr. Yeats, 
the Chairman, no one in Aberdeen stood higher in the 
estimation of the leading residenters of the city and 
county. He was senior partner in the legal firm of 
Yeats & Spottiswood, a most amiable gentleman, greatly 
trusted, of considerable wealth, and parting with his 
means generously. He died in 1899 aged eighty-three. 

The desirable mansion at Albyn Place, built by Mr. 
Robert Fletcher, accountant, at a cost, it was conjectured, 
of between £5,000 and £6,000, changed hands, being pur- 
chased by a Frederick Adair, designated "Doctor," 
Marischal Street, at the price of £3,100. The building 
is now (1903) the Convent of the Sacred Heart. At 
same date the McCombie Court Hall, which had served 
a variety of public purposes, was acquired by Messrs. 
William Walker & Sons, wine merchants, at £6,250, and 
converted into " The Sang Schule " with the idea of per- 
petuating the Institution of that name existing in the Back 
Wynd so long ago as 1570, and then attended mainly by the 
boys of the Grammar School. Here, according to Forbes 
in his famous Canttcs, both vocal and instrumental music 
were taught and the Aberdeen School obtained consider- 
able celebrity. The spirited endeavour of James Walker 
— ^f or his was the moving hand in the Song School revival 
— unfortunately never reached full fruition, though the 
modem building was at intervals devoted to useful 
musical services, amongst others, the practisings of the 
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large class of the General Psalmody Association over which 
it was my good fortune to preside. The same premises 
— 46 to SO Union Street — were recently transformed 
into business offices, and are occupied by legal and stock- 
broking firms, under the name of Union Mansions. 

The Synod of Aberdeen had a grand field day over 
the Scotch Education Bill. There was a strong muster 
of the leading Churchmen of the city and county, and 
the debate was lengthy and able. No one spoke more 
powerfully than Doctor Bisset He was in rare form 
and sounded his keynote firmly at the very start, thus — 
'* It was not very unfit if this bill passed that they (the 
clergy) should be set aside, for the name of God was not 
within its four comers. It was not only in its letter, but 
in its spirit, a Godless bill." It was interesting to watch 
eloquent old Bourtie when he was roused to this height. 
A number of the Synod members did not always agree 
with him by any means, but they all respected him and 
gave him earnest ear. The Synod signed dead against 
the bill, but another spring was played ten days later at 
the Town Council. Here it was considered " the most 
satisfactory, the most statesmanlike measure," that had 
yet been brought forward on the subject of education in 
Scotland. 

What a fearless, bronzed, aged warrior Colonel 
Charles MacKenzie Fraser of Castle Fraser looked when 
mounted on horseback. He died now at the age of seventy- 
nine, having been a soldier since his sixteenth year. He 
fought under Sir John Moore, in Spain, and lost a leg at 
the battle of Salamanca. In 1812 he retired from the 
army, and was in Parliament, as member for Ross-shire, 
for some five years. The Colonel never lost his fighting 
spirit, and in the earlier years of the volunteer move- 
ment took a warm interest in the Aberdeen Wapinschaw. 
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Another gentteman of stately form, but walking all his 
days in the paths of peace, appeared no more in his nsnal 
retreats : this was James Berry, manufacturer, Queen 
Street. He never, so far as I remember, accepted public 
office, though for this he was considered eminently quali- 
fied, for he was a man of recognised and general ability. 
Mr. Berry was an omnivorous reader, remembered well 
what he had read, and was, therefore, a delightful mem- 
ber of any private company, his humour being as apt as 
his quotations. He had just passed the threescore, and 
died a bachelor. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The musical season was about ending and the Choral 
Union gave a successful performance of Israel in Egypt 
The occasion was otherwise noteworthy, being the last 
appearance of Mr. Richard Latter as conductor. He 
had obtained a permanent engagement on the teaching 
staff of the Guildhall School of Music and was leaving 
for London. For over twenty years he had been in 
Aberdeen, doing valuable service in the cause of music 
alike as private and public instructor. His waygoing 
was recognised by well-earned presentations, monetary 
and otherwise. Mr. Latter was succeeded by a Mr. J. 
Saville Stone, a brilliant pianist, but labouring under ill- 
health. A Mr. A. Landergan also commenced teaching 
the piano, but his stay was signalised most by his having, 
'' in a moment of weakness," advertised in the Liverpool 
newspapers, from 38 Skene Terrace, a desire to meet '' a 
good-looking young lady with a portion of £300 '' to be- 
come his wife. Some dozen wags in the big shipping 
port entered into the game, and in the name of a Miss 
Something lured our poor Benedick to a certain Liver- 
pool hotel for an interview with the fair one. Ushered 
into a room he was received with roars of laughter by 
his tempters, but seeing how the land lay he kept his head 
by at once saying — *' Gentlemen, what will you have to 
drink ? " and ordered a supply of champagne. The night 
then was spent merrily and the victim escaped. The ex- 
ploit got minutely into the papers and not much was heard 

(15) 
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thereafter of the wife hunter. He called on me before 
quitting town. I thought him a very inoffensive mortal. 

Two of our most desirable city precentorships — ^the 
Free West and Free South Churches — became vacant, and 
two of my old West Choir tenors became candidates — 
Hugh Ross Souper and John Crowe. Both were blest 
with manners, intelligence and due aspiration. We had 
some careful nights of '* coaching," and my young friends 
were successful — Mr. Souper getting the West, and Mr. 
Crowe the South. Both gentlemen continued in office for 
several years, the first-named becoming well known as a 
Broad Street warehouseman and taking a helpful part in 
town affairs. Never strong, he died December, 1900, at 
the age of fifty. Mr. Crowe removed to Elgin, where he 
has done, and continues doing, excellent musical work. 

I come upon some notes relative to the University 
classes — ^specially strong in talent during the session. 
In the Faculty of Medicine, for instance, amongst my 
own acquaintances were James Reid, Ellon ; Robert W. 
Reid, Auchindoir ; and Peter Tyler, Midmar, bracketed 
together in the Anatomy Section. The first of the trio 
has become '* Sir " James, was long the trusted Physician 
of the late Queen Victoria, and now (1903) holds the 
same rank in the service of the reigning monarch — 
Edward VH. Mr. Robert Reid, son of the Auchindoir 
Manse, is the present able occupant of the Chair of 
Anatomy in his Alma Mater. Mr. Tyler, I rather think, 
entered into private practice. 

Two well-esteemed members of Aberdeen Synod 
were missing at the first meeting of that body — Dr. 
Gillan, Alford, sixty-eight, and Mr. John Abel, Forgue, 
his junior by twenty years. 

Gas matters were now much in the public mind. 
The partners of the original private Company had a 
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bill in Parliament to dissolve early and re-incorporate 
with statutory rights and provisions, while at the same 
time and before the same tribunal the Town Council 
were promoting their Municipal Extension measure to 
authorise the purchase of the Gas Company's belongings. 
I am not sure if a stronger host of witnesses — private 
and professional, for and against — ever left the town 
upon public business. There were between 50 and 60 
altogether and a score of them were examined. Here 
are a few of the array — Lord Provost Leslie ; Sir 
Alexander Anderson ; John Webster, advocate ; James 
Matthews, architect ; James W, Barclay ; John Keith, 
merchant ; James Abemethy, engineer ; Baillies McHardy, 
William Shirres, Robert Urquhart and Peter Esslemont ; 
Councillor George Brown ; Alexander Duffus, etc. 
Memory brings only two of the list thus enumerated as 
now to the fore — Mr. Barclay and Mr. Duffus. The 
hearing of the evidence occupied over a week, the re- 
sult being that the Parliamentary Committee declared the 
preamble of the Gas Company's bill proven. Indeed, 
the Town Council may be said to have been defeated 
all round on the question of their Municipal Extension 
Bill. They ultimately came to terms of purchase with 
the Gas Company, but at a big price, and the Council 
agreed to allow the Company £2,000 as reimbursement 
to Mr. George Gordon, the manager, for loss of salary. 
It was a very costly contest. Witnesses were paid at the 
rate of £20 per day, and the leading counsel for the gas 
proprietors taunted his opponents that the proceedings to 
keep his clients from obtaining powers of incorporation 
would cost the city £6,000. Notwithstanding this, how- 
ever, Provost Leslie expressed his belief that in a short 
time it would be found that the Town Council had acted 

wisely in getting the gasworks into their own hands. 

2 



CHAPTER V. 

The Bamet Succession case was engaging considerable 
attention, and when Lord Gifford in the Court of Session 
gave a verdict therein, the note of the Lord Ordinary 
was locally read with much interest. The trial involved 
succession to the estate of the deceased Mr. James Bamet 
of Pitfodels, a gentleman previously well known in the 
Oldmeldrum district. There were possibly a dozen 
claimants, including Alexander Bamet, residing at Back- 
wood of Kemnay, and his sisters Mrs. Taggart and Mrs. 
Adams, who claimed as second cousins of the late laird. 
They were successful, and Aberdeen profited thereby, 
seeing that in the course of time the decision gave the 
city one of the shrewdest, most outspoken business 
Baillies Bon- Accord need care to name. The constantly 
enlarging granite establishment of Mr. James Taggart, 
Great Western Road, is a model bee-hive of workman- 
like order and industry, While in this quarter men- 
tion may be made that the pleasantly situated estate 
of Heathcot — some 200 acres — ^was at this time bought 
by Mr. Adam Mitchell, builder (also Baillie, 1874), for 
the sum of £18,000. Shortly after Mr. Mitchell's death 
Rev. Dr. Stewart, of the E.U. (now Congregational) Church, 
John Street, converted Heathcot into the Deeside Hydro- 
pathic, and it continued so until the close of the century, 
when the proprietor erected his present excellent institu- 
tion at Murtle. 

(18) 
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A Bon-Accordian bom and educated — Mr. John Gray, 
Q.C. — ^now received at the hands of Mr. Gladstone the 
lucrative post of Solicitor to the Treasury, Whitehall. 
I once voyaged with this silent gentleman from London 
to Aberdeen, and during the whole time he was — mom, 
noon, and night — immersed in the huge rolls of evidence 
concerning the notorious Roger Tichbome case. Mr. 
Gray had a brother — ^the Reverend Charles — well known 

amongst our city clergy. General regret was expressed 

at the Harbour Board on the reading of a letter from 
Mr. Joseph Wood in which he resigned his seat as a 
Commissioner. The flow of the tide of fortune had not 
favoured his shipping enterprises. 

The butchers of the city were in hostile attitude to 
the proposal of the Police Commissioners to erect an 
expensive slaughter-house and market establishment at 
Kittybrewster. The old killing premises at Wales Street 
were held to be behind date, and plans for the new 
buildings had been prepared by Mr. James Matthews, 
architect, to cost £15,436. The total outlay for the whole 
scheme was put down at £30,000. The proposal caused 

a deal of controversy but came to little. ^The result of 

the city census-taking was now issued. Briefly it read 
thus : — 

Males. Females. TotaL 

St Nicholas 21,754 25,245 46,999 

Old Machar 17,959 23,159 41,118 

Banchory-Devenick .... 6 2 8 

39,719 48.406 88,125 

Total in 1861 73,900 

Increase in the 10 years 14,225 

The deaths of two rising yotmg townsmen aroused 
much regret. Duncan Macpherson Scott, son of the late 
Professor Hercules Scott, King's College, came to his end 
in India through an unfortunate misunderstanding while 
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in the performance of duty. At College and Hospital 
Duncan was a spirited, generous-hearted student, much 
liked by his comrades. Adventure, however, was more 
to his taste than medicine, and so he joined the Moulmein 
Mounted Constabulary, early distinguishing himself. He 
was raised to the office of Assistant Superintendent of 
the Force. In this position he started with a body of 
men in pursuit of a gang of robbing, murderous Dacoits. 
Learning where the leader had taken refuge, Scott entered 
the building in the dark, instructing his men to shoot any 
one attempting to escape. A struggle ensued between 
the officer and the robber, in the course of which both 
reached the door. The constables, thinking that escape 
was intended, fired, and poor Scott fell, shot by a friendly 
hand. He died, it was written, *' in his glory **. 

The other young gentleman whose decease happened 
about the same date — Captain James Forsyth, M.A. — 
was the second son of the Reverend Dr. Forsyth, West 
Parish Church. He was one of Doctor Melvin's favourite 
Grammar School pupils, won an appointment in the 
Indian Service, and early was made an Assistant Com- 
missioner in the Bengal Staff corps. He steadily rose, 
and was looked upon as one of the most promising young 
officers in India. He became a mighty hunter of big 
game, and his book, The Sporting Rifle and its Projectiles, 
continues a standard reference on the subject. Its author 
died in London from fever following an attack of ague 
when but thirty-three years of age. In connection with 
the West Church I knew James Forsyth well, and have 

scarcely ever known a more modest frank fellow. 

At home we lost — aged 71 — Rev. James Stirling, the 
much-respected pastor of George Street United Presby- 
terian Church. His son, Sir James Stirling, late Lord- 
Justice of Appeal, was First Wrangler of his year. 
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Cricket was begun by an eleven of the Aberdeenshire 
opposing the next twenty-two. In the first innings A. G. 
Pirie had 14 of the 22 wickets, Tom Sinclair 3 and Jack 
Adamson 4. Robert Williams bowled six of the eleven. 
The principal run-getters were A. C. Keith, 5 and not out 
15 ; J. F. Lumsden, 2 and 25 ; W. R. Peppe, 15 ; F. 
Manson, 19 and 16. The chief scorers in the twenty- 
two side were H. Chester, 14 ; A. Lamb, 14 and 24 ; J. 

Watson, 11. In a match played at Edinburgh between 

an All England Eleven and twenty-two of Scotland, the 
following members of the Aberdeenshire Club were 
chosen to represent the North — W. Gibb, A. C. Keith, 
J. F. Lumsden, F. Manson and W. Peppe. Amongst our 
players, W. Gibb, with 26 runs, was the highest scorer for 
Scotland, and amidst the ringing cheers of the spectators 

he was presented with a fine bat. 1 have a jotting 

anent some doings of the Bon- Accord Enfield Rifle Club 
this season. Seven of the members contended for the cup 
presented by the late Earl of Aberdeen, and several of 
them are still in the land of the living : — 

1. Corporal Albert Westland, No. 8 Company. 

2. Private Horace Fildes, No. 4 Company. 

3. Col.-Sergeant Mortimer, No. 3 Company. 

4. Ensign Cruden, No. 1 Company. 

5. Private G. T. Thomson, No. 8 Company. 

6. Col.-Sergeant Milne, No. 4 Company. 

7 . Private W. Glennie, No. 3 Company. 



CHAPTER VI. 

After being stationed in our barracks for fifteen months 
the 93rd Sutherland Highlanders now left for Edinburgh, 
They had become great favourites in the town, and there 
was a large turn-out of the citizens, gentle and simple, to 
see them on their waygoing journey. The behaviour of 
the men had been such that not a single case of bad 
conduct had come under the notice of the police. 
Samuel Martin, "Hatter to the People," always in his 
best form when soldiers were to the fore, stood at his 
open window, 34 Union Street, waving a couple of 
bannerets inscribed "Good bye,'* "Haste ye back" — a 
compliment which the regiment — officers and men — 
quietly acknowledged as they marched along. Sam's 
father had been in the army, and he ever had a warm 
heart to the tartan. The 93rd band were an admirably 
trained body, and gave with marked success cheap 
Saturday afternoon concerts in the Music Hall. 

"VBliile most of the citizens were more or less con- 
cerned about the gas question, there was a considerable 
section watching the changing lights thrown upon a 
divorce action proceeding in the Court of Session, 
Edinburgh. The husband and wife interested were of 
Aberdeen stock, moving till now in respectable circles : 
the lover a very popular novelist — author of a number 
of military tales, including the Bomance of War. The 

scenes of the misdoings were in the outskirts of Edin- 

(22) 
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burgh and questionable Flourmill Lane, Aberdeen. The 
evidence disclosed in the Court of Session was lengthy 
and, of its kind, exhilarating, particulars being so minutely 
given. The case was eagerly followed by thousands of 
readers — quietly, of course. The frail one, of thirty-seven 
years, was rather an elegant personage, the daughter of a 
well-known Castle Street merchant, and the young local 
bloods were, in her earlier days, much attracted by her 
dainty style of walking. She tripped along Union Street 
as fleetly as Lucy Lightfoot, Fairy Queen of the last 
pantomime. The husband was a well-to-look-upon re- 
presentative of an English commercial firm. He was a 
very bad lot morally. Grant was, undoubtedly, a clever 
fictionist, but some of his love letters were awful rot. 
So were the fair one's. The couple had a difficulty 
in meeting in Edinburgh, and resorted to anonymous 
advertisement correspondence in the newspapers. Here 
is one of the wife's epistles to the Captain read in Court 
by the Lord President : '* My darling, — Gratitude, thanks 
and everlasting love I offer. You have cheered a sinking 
heart. Do as you say. I am indeed sad and lonely. 
O ! that I could clasp you to my heart" — and so forth. 
Infidelity was proved against the whole of the three 
leading actors in the unwholesome drama, and a couple 
of divorces followed. The female claimed one half of 
her husband's heritable estate, but Lord Ormidale held 
that as "she was neither wife nor widow," he in the 
circumstances could not favour the claim. She got her 
expenses. 

The Tenth Annual Wapinschaw lasted over four un- 
favourable weather days. The total force on the ground 
numbered 1,290 men — Colonel Gordon of Fyvie in com- 
mand, assisted by Adjutants Crane and Pohle. The 
coveted Queen's Prize was won by a very popular 
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marksman — Captain George J. Walker, Portlethen. The 
4th Company City Rifles — Captain Gordon — carried the 
Bugle. In the big gun competition the Aberdeenshire 
Trumpet and the Drill prize went to Captain Crombie*s 
No. 3 Company — ^the St Cyrus detachment of ArtiUery 
gaining the Carbine honours. Mr. and Mrs. Price pro- 
vided evening entertainment at the Theatre, Marischal 
Street, and Springthorpe*s Grand Waxwork did big 
business in the Mechanics Hall. 

The interest regarding a bridge to Torry had some- 
what died away when the subject was, in a measure, 
revived by Councillor John Harper, wire manufacturer, 
offering to throw a foot wire structure across the Dee in 
a line with Market Street on what a good many persons 
considered liberal terms — ^namely, that he should be 
allowed to draw a half-penny pontage from travellers 
for the space of one year. He had been successful in 
thus bridging the river for Sir William Cunliffe Brooks, 
at the Glentanar reach, near Dinnet, and the proposal 
was favourably received, Councillor John Gray, however, 
quietly reminding the Council that he adhered still to his 
offer made some time previous to put a crossing conveni- 
ence of same character over the old bed of the Dee. 
Fears, however, were expressed that if this kind of struc- 
ture were carried out it would only serve in lieu of a 
ferry, and possibly prove the means of deferring what 
was really wanted — a substantial carriage granite bridge. 

John Smith, a tall, strong foreign importation known 

familiarly about the Harbour as *' Yankee Jack," and 
who for a time successfully engaged in ship-building, now 
opened what he called *' The Lome Hotel," at Bridge of 
Dee. The building faced the river at some fifty or sixty 
yards' distance, and still stands as a tenanted house. For 
a summer or two John did well, and I have seen a large 



1871] SIR WALTER SCOTT 25 

company enjoying a good salmon dinner at his tables. 
He had a hearty receptive manner with some rough 
humour and could troll an acceptable nigger song or 
two. Had the tramway conveniences, and the boating 
and skating attractions which now exist at the fine Auld 
Brig, been then popular, the Lome Hotel might have 

prospered, but its term of life was short. ^A change in 

the lesseeship of the Theatre, Marischal Street, was now 
arranged — ^Mr. and Mrs. Edward Price entering upon the 
management Both were favourites, particularly the lady, 
and if the male partner had taken care of himself, better 
results might have been the outcome. 

Sir Walter Scott writes in Lockhart's entrancing Life 
that he was bom on the 15th August, 1771, adding " as 
I believe". The Wizard's Edinburgh admirers held 
another belief, for they now celebrated his centenary on 
the 10th of the month, and a number of other places 
followed their lead. Aberdeen as a city did not by any 
means rise to the occasion, the only recognition of a public 
kind being confined to '' The Working Men's Club " who 
met in a room in St. Andrew Street and quietly celebrated 
the historic event — Councillor William Bruce in the 
Chair. Bruce was a manufacturer on a limited scale in 
King Street, and an excellent speaker. He left Aberdeen 

early for England. So far as I have come upon any 

record Thomas Carlyle was at this date in Aberdeen 
for the first and only time. Accompanied by his brother 
the physician, the most famous living Scotsman of the 
day was for an hour in our railway station on his way 

to Strathpeffer. They remained quite unrecognised. 

There may not be many amongst us now who remember 
Mr. Alexander Bumess, owner of the small estate of 
Mastrick. He had been a wholesale merchant, comer 
of Netherkirkgate and St. Nicholas Street, but had for 
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long retired to his country house, Hill of Pitfodels. At 
his death, which now occurred at eighty years — after 
much kindness shown to his neighbours and the poor of 
Banchory-Devenick generally — his property was pur- 
chased by John Jamieson, grocer, Union Street, at the 
price of £5,600. 



CHAPTER VII. 

I HAVE been present at a good many Justiciary Conrt 
trials but cannot remember ever hearing such a tumult 
of applause at any one as greeted the Not Proven verdict 
in the case of a servant girl, Elspet Cowie, charged with 
the theft of some minor clothing and old domestic articles 
the alleged property of her mistress. This lady was the 
widow of a late respected Aberdeen merchant and now 
the newly-wedded wife of a country clergyman. The 
trial took place in the hall of the Athenaeum Buildings, 
then used as a temporary Court House — ^the Lord Justice 
Clerk of the time presiding. A numerous body of wit- 
nesses were examined, and the case of the girl was ably 
and seardungly put by a young Edinburgh counsel, Mr. 
Andrew Jamieson, now (1905) Lord Ardwall — a son of the 
late sheriff of the county. The accused had apparently ap- 
propriated certain of the articles, but the household were 
removing to the country, and it looked as if the mistress 
had permitted the action — the things being useless ; while 
certain of the articles were proved beyond doubt to be 
the servant's own. There was a feeling that the girl knew 
too much regarding ''something," and the mistress made 
a pitiful appearance when cross-examined about her read- 
ing a private letter she had found Elspet writing to her 
home. Certificates of the most satisfactory kind were 
given as to character, and murmurs of sympathy with the 

prisoner from the audience could be easily interpreted. 

(27) 
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Particularly was this the case when an old sea captain 
residing in the Mannofield district, in whose family the 
girl had been in service, was examined. '* She was/' he 
said, *' as decent and honest a girl as ever we had in our 
house, and we were sorry to part with her, but the ac- 
cusers prevailed on her to leave our service. If Elspet 
is discharged from this Court she can come back to my 
house to-night." "Wliat a solid burst of applause followed 
the old mariner's testimony — applause that was continued 
by the large crowd outside when the verdict of Not Proven 
was declared. 

An apprehended visitation of cholera was occupying 
the close attention of the Police Board, and they resolved 
to erect on the Links near the beach a temporary hospital 
for such patients. The Provost further urged the cover- 
ing up of the upper portion of the Denbum, and this was 
also accepted, a hope being expressed that the whole of 
that uncomely watercourse should be put entirely out of 
sight — Baillie James Ross bearing testimony that strangers 
held up their hands in amazement to witness such a state 
of matters in fair Aberdeen. The majority of my pos- 
sible readers now lingering for a space on Union Bridge 
and looking northwards may find it hard to realise the 
scene. But there it was — a broad filthy current of ditch 
water, here and there slowing into a stagnant puddle, 
occupying the entire course which now constitutes the 
railway line from the Woolmanhill tunnel mouth to the 
General Railway Station. The bum was crossed from 
east to west by narrow rickety brick bridges, the only 
eye relief in the unhealthy picture being busy working- 
class housewives selecting the scanty patches of grass on 
the left of the bum upon which to *' bleach " the family 
clothes. These patches now form portions of beautiful 
Union Terrace Gardens. 
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An exceedingly pleasant hour was passed at Inverurie 
on the last Thursday of September, when in conformity 
with time-honoured custom the Magistrates and Town 
Council of the Royal Burgh entertained the Sheriff of the 
County, Mr. John Guthrie Smith, to a banquet in honour 
of his first visit to them in the discharge of his official 
duty. The ceremony took place in the Council Room 
immediately on the termination of the Small Debt and 
Registration Courts at which the Sheriff presided. Pro- 
vost John Annand well and worthily filled the Chair, and 
all the members of Council with other dignitaries assisted 
in the pleasant proceedings. 

The election of mathematical teacher for the Grammar 
School was now due and a good deal of feeling was mani- 
fested regarding the voting power. The Magistrates and 
Town Council, and subscribers, donors of £50 and up- 
wards towards the new school buildings, with their 
nominees, met to nominate a candidate for the vacant 
office, when Baillie James Ross took exception to the 
manner of the election, the calling a number of gentlemen 
together when the appointment was virtually settled by 
the proxies already on the table. This feeling found con- 
siderable sympathy, nine gentlemen having applied for 
the post. But the f illing-up process proceeded. Treas- 
urer Robb moved the election of Charles Sleigh, M.A., 
Rector of Peterhead Academy. Mr. P. Cooper, advocate, 
seconded. Mr. Sleigh was appointed and held the office 
with general satisfaction for a considerable number of 
years. 

A most worthy gentleman whose name and labours 
have been more than once commented upon in my Be- 
miniscences, now '* fell asleep " : Mr. George Milne died 
at his residence, Kinaldie, on the 23rd September in the 
seventy-seventh year of his age. In his extended lease of 
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life Mr. Milne had engaged in many important railway 
undertakings thronghont Scotland — South and North — 
and in all he did satisfaction followed the work of his 
forceful hand. At an early meeting of the shareholders 
of the North of Scotland Railway, Lord Provost Leslie said 
he had known Mr. Milne for many a long year, and a 
more straightforward, honest, independent man he never 
met. He had no dark comer in his mind. If he had 
anything to say he spoke it out Milne was buried 

in the churchyard of Kinellar. ^The place of another 

much-respected citizen of approved commercial standing 
and ability was now also vacant. Mr. William Connan, 
principal partner in the firm of Messrs. W. Davidson & Co. , 
wholesale merchants, Broad Street, died in his sixty-fifth 
year. 



CHAPTER Vin. 

Under resolution of the Town Council, and with the 
hearty confirmation of the whole inhabitants, the Free- 
dom of the City was, on the afternoon of 26th September, 
conferred upon the Right Honourable 'William Ewart 
Gladstone, the distinguished statesman, Premier and 
scholar. The ceremony was carried through in the 
Music Hall in presence of a large and representative 
audience. Lord Provost Leslie rose to the occasion, 
acquitting himself to the admiration of civic friends 
and foes alike. When he chose our Chief Magistrate 
could deliver himself with a neatness and refinement of 
language not given to many who had risen from ''the 
ranks'*. On such occasions his utterances indicated 
much reading and observation of good models. The 
Premier was in excellent voice, having been wandering 
amongst the health-bestowing pines and pastures of Bal- 
moral. In acknowledging the Burgess honour done him he 
touched lightly upon the prominent political topics of the 
time, and became quite eloquent towards the end. The 
Provost, in his introductory remarks, had referred to the 
eminent visitor of the day in his connection with Scotland. 
Mr. Gladstone warming up as he closed, exclaimed : 
" Not a drop of blood runs in my veins except Scotch 
blood ; a large share of my heart has ever belonged to 
and will belong to Scotland". The Aberdeen United 
Trades Council availed themselves of the opportunity of 
presenting — through a deputation headed by the President, 

(31) 
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Mr, Shirres — a respectful address of admiration to the 
Premier for his great public services. 

And now the initiation of the Aberdeen District 
Tramways engaged attention, and has to be recorded with 
honour. The spirited promoters, a small syndicate of well- 
known citizens, experienced business men, are entitled to 
record — ^they were : J. Cardno Couper of Craigiebuclder ; 
George Jamieson of Drumgarth ; James 'Walker, merchant. 
Union Street ; James Chalmers, printer ; Benjamin Moir, 
merchant ; John Moir Clark, merchant ; Thomas Douglas, 
Airyhall ; and Alex. M. Ogston of Ardoe. They were 
strong in the sinews of war, and were admirably mar* 
shalled in the new enterprise by Lauchlan McKinnon, 
junior, advocate. This gentleman, as secretary, threw 
himself into the duties with a determination and fervour 
that knew no fear, dreamt not of failure. The tramway 
child was his own, and the care, the thought he bestowed 
upon his conception were characteristic of the man. He 
was Factor for the Infirmary Lands, and so we f requentiy 
met on the business of the Hospital. There can be no 
challenge that to him Aberdeen in chief measure 
owes the introduction of the splendid service of tram- 
ways the city so efficiently and time-savingly enjoys. He 
did not live to see the condition of comfort, speed and 
convenience our tramway system has attained. His 
work in this and other public departments of good 
citizenship — particularly as an untiring elder of the 
Church of Scotland — its Psalmody was dear to him — 
came to a close in 1899, when he had reached his seventy- 
ninth year. Mr. McKinnon continues to be successfully 
represented in the city business by three sons — Lachlan, 
advocate ; William, stockbroker ; and Arthur H. L., 
architect. The tramway service was inaugurated on 
31st August, 1874, lines being then opened from Castle 
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Street to Queen^s Cross and from St. Nicholas Street 
to Kittybrewster. At the date I write the latest exten- 
sion of the system embraces fast-unfolding Torry in its 
service. Taking a well-appointed car at the foot of over- 
crowded Market Street, you can in ten minutes be standing 
on the height of Saint Fittick Hill, inhaling the healthy 
sea-breeze and enjoying a free ocean expanse — bright and 
left— of miles on miles. On a fine day the scene is most 
inspiriting. In the immediate vicinity of where the tram- 
way car lands you there are two interesting *' objects of 
interest " worthy of remark — the ruins of the old church 
of Nigg with its homely, overcrowded God's Acre, and 
a little farther eastward Saint Fittick's Well, both land- 
marks being within sound of the ceaseless sea-breakers. 

AT ST. FITTICK'S. 

Unceasingly the bright swift waves 

Come rushing to the shore, 
And echo to the lonely graves 

Of those long gone before ; 
I stand beside St. Fittick's Well,— 

I linger on the beach, 
And, listening to the full-tide swell, 

I muse what it may teach. 

Unceasingly the Ocean speaks 

Of friends and days gone by ; 
And ever- waning memory seeks 

Relief in silent sigh ; 
The toil, the trials of youth's fair day. 

The fears, the joys of life, 
Are mirrored in yon restless bay — 

Its power, calm and strife. 

Unceasingly the billows move 

Heaven's purpose to perform ; 
In each soft gale there's peace and love. 

Courage in fiercest storm : 
My lengthened day is well-nig^ spent. 

Earth's proud ambitions o'er ; 
Once more I stray with sweet content 

By old St. Fittick's shore. 

3 
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These simple lines were contributed to The Book of 
Saint Fittick, pnblished in 1900, under the competent 
editorship of Dr. Thomas "W. Ogilvie, then resident 
physician at Torry. The work was issued in connection 
with the fund-raising movement for the erection of the 
comfortable little church in the village, and what with 
the editor's delightfully written historical paper on the 
growth and industry of Torry and the accompanying pen- 
and-pendl illustrations by various hands, The Book of 
Saint Fittick may fairly enough be classed as amongst 
the very best works of the Church Bazaar order yet 
published in this quarter. 

Towards the end of September the Ancient Order of 
Freemasons assembled in great force amongst us : they 
met to lay the foundation-stone of their new Hall in 
Exchange Street. They did this with much pomp and 
effect. Representatives appeared from all the principal 
Lodges in Scotland, and the muster reached 711 members. 
There was also a full turn-out of local brethren, and the 
whole body when ranked together in the quadrangle of 
Marischal College with their flags, colours and lodge 
paraphernalia was highly attractive and imposing. The 
Lord Provost, Magistrates and Town Council joined in 
the ceremony, and walked in the procession down Broad 
Street and along Union Street to the scene of action. 
Here the foundation-stone was laid with all due honour 
by Dr. Robert Beveridge, the Right "W^orshipf ul Grand 
Master of Aberdeen City Province. He was esteemed 
one of the most accomplished Masters of the craft in the 

country. ^A new skating and curling pond was opened 

at FountainhaU — Mr. John "Wliyte, advocate, honorary 
secretary. The pond proved for a time a centre of much 
attraction, particularly in the evenings, when the sports 
were engaged in by the aid of torchlight. Mr. "Wliyte be- 
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came owner of Dalhebity, Bieldside, and partner in the 
firm of Messrs. Davidson & Garden, advocates. He died 
April, 1904, aged fifty-three. 

One of the most brilliant fHes of which the engaging 
old Castle of Aboyne had ever possibly been the scene 
was now given by the Marquis and Marchioness of Huntly. 
Among the distinguished guests were H.R.H. the Prince 
of "Whales and the Duke of Edinburgh. The Highland 
dress was the ruling costume of the night. The ball took 
place in a large marquee erected in connection with the 
castle, and several of the high-bom ladies attracted much 
quiet admiration through their beautiful dresses and fas- 
cinating reel dancing. I see my note runs : '* Lord 
Provost Leslie, as gallant as the best there," but I did not 
observe if he joined in any of the alluring springs and 
flings! 



CHAPTER DC. 

The outstanding incident accompanying the municipal 
election was a heated skirmish between Baillie Robert 
Urquhart and the editor (Forsyth) of the Journal. 
Forsyth had been expressing himself very directly as 
to the society standing and educational qualifications 
of the candidates whom the Party of Progress were 
gathering around them for Town Council honours, and 
the leanings of Provost Leslie in the matter. The 
Baillie, speaking at the meeting of the Second Ward 
electors, attacked the Journal for its articles against 
himself and friends — articles, he held, that were ''un- 
truthful slanders,*' and he asked " whether the dignity of 
Aberdeen had not been maintained under Provost Leslie 
quite as well as ever it was maintained under Provost 
Nicol ''. Baillie James Ross followed in a similar strain, 
characterising Forsyth's articles as brimful of ''vindic- 
tive spleen". I doubt if ever the Second Ward — 
prone as it had been for hard sayings — ever heard 
stronger direct personal references than now. The cool, 
thoroughly equipped editor replied in a singularly clever 
bantering article headed " Our Worshipful Critics ". 

The steadily increasing work and responsibility ac- 
companying my appointment as clerk and treasurer of 
the Royal Infirmary and the Lunatic Asylum rendered if 
necessary for me to now resign the duties of precentor 

of the Old West Church. I did this in a letter submitted 

(36) 
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to the Town Council of 6th NoYcmber, 1871, and had the 
gratification of reading in the newspaper reports of the 
meeting that " Lord Provost Leslie said he was sure they 
were all very sorry to have received Mr. Camie's resig- 
nation, because he had done so much not only to improve 
the psalmody of the "West Church, but also of all the 
churches in town. They were much indebted to him for 
his zeal and devotion in bringing about such a desirable 
change as he had effected in Psalmody." For fifteen 
years I had conducted the service of praise in Old St. 
Nicholas Church with much happiness — Shaving a succes- 
sion of capable, intelligent helpers in my choir. I look 
back with abiding pleasure to these days and the fruits 
thereof — ^nothing being more gratifying than the remem- 
brance of the number of young men steadily selected 
from my choristers to fill the office of precentors alike 
in town and throughout the North generally. The West 
Church people were pleased to mark my retirement with 
a present of silver plate. Robert Cooper, shorthand 
writer, a former member of the choir and leading at this 
time the psalmody in the Parish Church, Peterhead, was 
appointed my successor. He held the office till shortly 
after the introduction of the organ, when John Kirby, a 
competent musician of English training, became organist. 
This gentleman continued in the post for many years, 
and outside of it did a deal of important work as con- 
ductor of Aberdeen Choral Union and of the Madrigal 
Society ; also as singing master on the staff of the Church 
of Scotland Training College. He died August, 1905. 

At this date the much-debated amalgamation of the 
Town Council and the Police Board was consummated. 
Under the new Municipality Extension Act the number 
of Council members was increased from nineteen to 
twenty-five, and the town was kept pretty lively during 
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the proceedings. There was a good deal of public linen- 
washing ! The following was the result : — 

ABERDEEN TOWN COUNCIL. 7th NOVEMBER, 1871. 
Lord Provost — ^William Leslie, Esq. of Nethermuir. 
BaUUes, 



Robert Urquhart, Merchant 
John Frascr, Bootmaker. 
James Ross, Clothier. 



William Daniel, Builder. 
David McHardy, Blacksmith. 
Peter Esslemont, Draper. 



Dean of GtiOd— Lewis Smith, Bookseller. 

Tretuurer — ^Patrick Cooper, Advocate. 

Master of Shoreworks — ^Adam Mitchell, Builder. 

Master of Kirk and Bridge Works^Jaanes Walker, Merchant. 

Master of Mortifications — James TuUoch, Merchant 

Master of GuUd Brethren's JJodtpitoi— James Abel, Baker. 

Councillors. 



William Findlay, Merchant 
George Smart, Provision Merchant 
David Johnston, Physician. 
William Bruce, Manufacturer. 
William Graham, Baker. 
Henry Brechin, Moulder. 



George Tough, Draper. 
John Gray, Ironf ounder. 
Robert Glegg, Ironmonger. 
George Hutcheson, Grain Merchant. 
John Ogilvie, late Bookseller. 
James Paterson, Draper. 



Totpn Clerk — ^John Angus. 
City CAam&0r2aif»— William Gordon. 

The foregoing list of representatives formed a strong 
and variously qualified Council. So far as I can make 
but at the date of this recording — January, 1904 — only 

five of the gentlemen named are alive. "Wlien the 

Municipal Extension Parliamentary bill of costs was 
laid before them it was found to be a pretty heavy one — 
£8,050. The Gas Company had also a good round sum 
to meet— £4,000. 

Mr. Alexander D. Milne, manufacturer, presided at 
the annual meeting of the Mechanics Institution, and 
presented a very satisfactory report of the year's trans- 
actions. Mr. Milne, a little, light-haired, sedate, pleasant 
gentleman, did much loyal work in forwarding the 
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interests of the valuable educational establishment of 

which he had been head. Mr. James "W. Barclay 

followed him as President. The Mechanics' attendance 
stood thus — School of Science, 90 ; School of Art, 164 ; 
other evening classes, 401 — 655. The University Class 
Record for 1870-1871 may also be of interest. It totalled 
1,453 as follows : Arts, 938 ; Medical, 503 ; Law, 12. 



CHAPTER X. 

Let me for a page or two quit these past days to mention 
that our newspapers of this morning — ^22nd January, 1904 
— report a lecture delivered last night to a large audience 
before our local Philosophical Society on " The History 
of the Aberdeen Market Cross/* by Mr. Alexander M. 
Munro, Assistant City Chamberlain. Professor "W. L. 
Davidson presided, and in introducing the lecturer re- 
marked amid applause that " the meeting was fortunate 
in having the greatest authority Aberdeen possessed on 
the subject to he considered". True, indeed — and it is 
not so very long ago that Provost John Fleming in a 
crowded meeting of the citizens happily characterised 
Mr. Munro as '*the historian of the Town House** — 
and this was also to the point, for what the Assistant 
Chamberlain does not know about the affairs of Old 
Bon- Accord it would be difficult to discover. My own 
notion in regard to this was some time ago ventured in 
a homely Waif of Bhyme. Here it is : — 

OUR NEW CHAMBERLAIN. 
A Toon HoosB Sketch. 
Ay 1 that's him at his desk, scannin' page aifter page, 
Keen, sharp as a needle, yet grave as a sage ; 
His broo' broad and dear, twa bricht waukrife een, ^ 
Heid guileless o' hair as a new polished preen : 
Nae side or pretence, eident, thochtfol and stiU, 
Untwistin' some hanTknot wi' lawyerly skill ; 
There's nae mnckle o' him, nae flourish or show — 
But the pride of our staff is learned Saunders Munro. 

(40) 
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We are a' fond o' Saunders : he belangs to oorsel ; 
He kens mair than's convenient, yet try him to tell ! 
There's nae kist or comer within the Toon Hoose 
Whanr papers are stored safe frae moth, mould or moose 
That he hasna by heart, deeds, titles, dates, wills, 
Wi' docqueted pedigrees auld as the hills : 
There are prood folk amang us micht hand there heids low. 
If drawn at full length by shrewd Saunders Munro. 

When he sets to his books it's a sicht for sair een. 
At nailin' a pen-slip to bleck him there's nane ; 
Court cases and judgments he turns up in a trice ; 
On laws of great nations he*ll quote Blackstone to Bryce ; 
Owre the famed " Breeches Bible '* he's nae in the dark, 
Or wha glazed the winnock o' Noah's lone barque ; 
Your College-bred billies in the shade he can throw — 
There's little comes wrang to deft Saunders Munro. 

Nae a single gravestane in St. Nicholas Kirkyard, 

Hap it gentle or simple, Provost, Preacher, or Bard, 

But hell tell you the story o' wha Ues beneath, 

Whar he first saw the licht ; whar he drew his last breath ; 

What he did ; what he left ; was there Love in his heart ; 

Did he help the downtrodden and play a man's part : 

If he did, then be sure his life record will glow 

Lake a glint of sweet sunshine through Saunders Munro. 

Saunders keeps the toon cash ; looks weel aifter the till. 

And o' ilk deputation wad hand doon the bill ; 

Yet at hame, for the honour of Braif Bon- Accord, 

He wide slackens the purse-strings o' Coondl or Board ; 

There's a warmth at his heart and a gleam in his e'e 

When oor big Ha' is ringin' wi' friendship and glee ; 

" This is worthy our sires in the days long ago. 

And I'm proud of the City," boasteth Saunders Munro. 

Safe and soun' at the core : nae turncoat or sham. 
And, like ither good fellows, nae averse to a dram ; 
But keep that to yoursel', for between you and me. 
We're baith subject by service to the high Powers that be. 
Sae, auld Time, mind your stops, and rub out day and date 
If you've entered the years o' oor frien' on your sdate : 
Keep lang back the hour when soft, solenm and slow 
The bells ring the requiem of Saunders Munro. 

Through the death of Mr. Peter Cran, for many years 
the able, courteous City Chamberlain, Mr. Munro was 
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unanimously and most worthily appointed to the vacancy 
early in 1905. 

A numerous and influential assemblage met in the 
sequestered Glen of the Tannar when Sir William Cunliff e 
Brooks, the popular proprietor of that beautiful domain 
— likewise M.P. for East Cheshire— carried out the cere- 
mony of consecrating the Church of Saint Lesmo. "Wliat 
a transformation he had effected on the erstwhile lonely 
wee biggin* standing deserted save for its ancient com- 
panions known as The Twelve Disciples' Trees ! Money 
and skill had been freely expended, and as time sped on 
St Lesmo became a sort of pilgrimage on fine Sunday 
forenoons to the " gentles " and visitors resident in and 
about Ballater. The walk of some five miles was a 
delightful health-inspiring journey. During a consider- 
able portion of late summer and early autumn public 
worship was regularly conducted in accordance with the 
ritual of the English Episcopal Church, and frequently 
Sir William and his gracious wife would be found near 
humble St. Lesmo giving unpretentious welcome to all 
and sundry. The building could only accommodate 
about eighty or ninety persons, but a more attentive 
congregation might not be found in the land. When 
a favourite hymn was given out, it was indeed pleasant 
and impressive to join in the praise, one of Sir William's 
gamekeepers — Piper Charles Ewan— doing duty at the 
harmonium. It was written that on the occasion of the 
Church consecration " Glentanar heard the music of 
the Sabbath bell for the first time ". Unfortunately there 
is no such inviting call now, for great changes have come 
about. Sir William Brooks died at the Glen, 9th June, 
1900, in his eightieth year. 

The unparalleled fire at Chicago caused much and far- 
spread excitement and sympathy. The loss was estimated 
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at forty millions of English money, while between 70,000 
and 100,000 people were rendered homeless. Most liberal 
subscriptions were being raised everywhere, our own city 
early sending a thousand pounds. The Chicago mayor's 
telegram acknowledging receipt was instant and brief — 

" Thanks, generous Aberdeen ". At this date my notes, 

for the first time, make mention of a public football match 
— the game that is now overbearing every other out- 
door sport. It took place in Baxter Park, Dundee, be- 
tween the Dalhousie Rugby Club and fifteen men of 
Aberdeen University. The names of all the players are 
not given, but in the list is a gentleman still with us who 
has done sterling service to hundreds of our young towns- 
men as a first-class athlete — Colonel George Cruden, 
advocate. His team won. 



CHAPTER XI. 

The cold wintry weather was telling upon our aged 
citizens. Dr. Robert Smith, a somewhat eccentric but 
warm-hearted physician, died. His practice was princi- 
pally amongst the poor and the Footdee fishing com- 
munity. He was a son of Garioch Manse, and had 

reached seventy-one. Nearly twenty years older was 

Mr. "William Clark, long, long ironmonger in what used 
to be called the Narrow Wynd, Castle Street. He was 
well on to ninety when his firmly-set active figure dis- 
appeared. As an elder in Bon-Accord Free Church he 
performed many acceptable acts of kindly attention — 

particularly in visiting the sick. Of different but still 

lovable character was Mr. Alexander Chivas, agent of 
the National Bank. A strong Conservative of the most 
frank and homely type, Mr. Chivas was very plain- 
spoken, never mincing what he had to say, and warmly 
fond of a good joke, while his laugh was contagious. He 
was one of the first red-coated golfers I ever saw on the 
Links. His years were seventy-three. Perhaps, how- 
ever, the death claiming most attention was that of BaiUie 
John Urquhart, druggist, St. Nicholas Street, corner of 
SchoolhiU, whose end came very suddenly. This worthy 
gentleman has been noticed more than once already in 
my pages. He was a faithful, indefatigable worker in the 
public interest, and fainted when presiding at the Con- 
tracts Committee of the Royal Asylum. In a few minutes 

(44) 
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the then resident assistant physician — ^William MacGregor 
— was in attendance, but able, resourceful as the help 
was, the stricken gentleman never spoke again. The death 
leads me to remark on what an incessant student and 
pleasant colleague this young doctor was. And these 
virtues have told. For years Sir "William MacGregor, 
K.C.M.G., M.D., has been much in the public eye, as a 
diplomatist of rank and influence. He was recently 
Governor of the British Colony of Lagos, and is now 
Governor of Newfoundland. Sir William is an Aber- 
deenshire man. 

As the year passed away much anxiety and sorrow 
prevailed throughout the whole land : His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales had fallen a victim to typhoid 
fever and lay, it was feared dying, at Sandringham. Sir 
William Jenner and Doctor William Gull, two of the 
most eminent English physicians, were in constant attend- 
ance, and their hourly bulletins were waited for and read 
with the most intense interest. The Fleet Street news- 
paper offices displayed each successive message from 
Sandringham, and so vast became the crowds that traffic 
was time after time brought to a standstill. Her Majesty, 
Queen Victoria, who had but recently returned from 
Balmoral, where she had herself been ailing with severe 
rheumatism, went to Sandringham, and so critical did 
matters become that twice the whole of the members of 
the Royal Family within call were summoned to the sick 
room of the illustrious patient. The illness of His Royal 
Highness continued while the year lasted, but by slow 
degrees it was conquered, and 1872 entered upon with 
joy and hopefulness. 



CHAPTER XII. 

'With the new year our two weekly newspapers made an 
important change in their price — the Journal being re- 
duced to twopence per copy, while the Herald adopted 
the popular penny. The Free Press, published bi- 
weekly since 1865, became a daily paper on 4th May, 
1872. 

An unwonted question now cropped up and was keenly 
discussed. Peter Riddell, chief assistant in the Harbour 
office, filled, as already noted, the position of Treasurer 
of the Northern Co-operative Company. This he did 
gratuitously. He was a most competent public servant. 
At an earlier meeting of the Harbour Trust, Provost 
Leslie reported receipt of what he styled " a rather queer 
document," namely, a "Round Robin'* signed by over 
one hundred merchants and dealers in Aberdeen protest- 
ing against the revenue of the city being used in *' salary- 
ing paid officials who took part in directing trade organi- 
sations for their own personal profit, etc." Of course 
there could be no doubt at whom and what this was 
aimed — and quite a row commenced. The Northern 
shareholders stood by their unsalaried Treasurer. It 
was argued that the '* Round Robin " bore few names of 
special weight, and a number of the signatories early ad- 
vertised themselves out of it. When the matter came 
before the Harbour Commissioners a sharp discussion 

ensued. Dean of Guild Lewis Smith submitted a motion 
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(he was careful to say as representing the mercantile com- 
munity) that it is " inconsistent with the duty of the Board 
to sanction the performance of any occupation calculated 
to unfit the officials for their several appointments ". The 
" unfit *' allegation was founded on the presumption that 
as the said public officials possessed knowledge from their 
paid positions of the articles of merchandise passing 
through the Harbour books, they could use that informa- 
tion to the advantage of the Northern Co-operative Com- 
pany. BaiUies Urquhart and Esslemont objected strongly 
to the motion, and Shoremaster Adam Mitchell ridiculed 
the idea that their servants " should eat, and sleep, and 
work, and think for the Commissioners alone ". Coun- 
cillor James Tulloch (whose name was much mixed 
up with the controversy) seconded the Dean's motion, 
holding strongly that *' Co-operative companies were not 
in harmony with the interests of the Harbour Board ". 
The motion was outvoted by twenty to seven. The fact, 
however, may be noted that the unlooked-for, the astound- 
ing proportions to which the Co-operative business gradu- 
ally grew proved a matter of grave concern and complaint 
amongst the class of smaller dealers who advocated the 
*' Round Robin ". 

The proposal for a new Theatre and Opera House 
for Aberdeen now assumed substantial form through the 
announcement by Messrs. Adam, Thomson & Ross, advo- 
cates, of a provisional committee consisting of eighteen 
gentlemen. Of that body the following are stiU (1904) 
with us : Mr. Alex. M. Ogston of Ardoe ; Mr. James 
Forbes Lumsden, advocate ; Mr. William Jamieson, 
jeweller ; Mr. James Ogston, manufacturer ; Mr. Gavin 
Thomas Todd, Maryculter House. Mr. James Matthews 
was appointed architect in consultation with Mr. C. B. 
Phipps, F.S.A., London. The capital was stated at £8,000, 
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in shares of £1 each, and the site to be in Guild Street. 
A number of shares were taken by parties in London, 

and the project proceeded. ^There were various kinds 

of amusement at the choice of the public. Barry Sullivan 
returned to Marischal Street as *' the leading tragedian of 
the British stage '*. He was accompanied by '* Jemmy *' 
Cathcart, an experienced actor of the Charles Kean 
school, who, though deaf as the proverbial door-nail, 
knew the method and gestures of his superior so well 
that he never missed the unheard cue. 

"We lost three quiet-going townsmen who had done 
useful service in their day : Robert Eddie, brewer, for 
some time in the Police Board ; and Charles Gordon, 
Green. He was termed ''provision merchant," but by 
this title he might not have been readily found : speak 
of him, however, as " Gordon the cooper,** and instanter 
you and everybody were in thought at his place in the 
Green — ^the playground of my errant wee laddie days, 
dear to me yet. Mr. Gordon was a kindly genial gentle- 
man and the moving power in the forties of the herring 
fishing at our port when the Town Council gave a bounty 
of £15 to each crew to encourage them to constitute 
Aberdeen a fishing station. The third deceased gentle- 
man was a member of a family who had made their mark 
in the town, John Duthie, shipbuilder and proprietor of 
Caimbulg, with its interesting old castle, near Fraser- 
burgh. He died at the Isle of "Wight when he had reached 
fifty-four years. 

The new occupant of the Royal Hotel, John Rhind, 
received encouraging support at his opening salmon 
dinner. Dean Lewis Smith was chairman, supported 
by Ex-Provost John Webster, Dean Hugh Ross and a 
numerous company. 



CHAPTER Xin. 

Wednesday, the 27th February, had been fixed for a day 
of national thanksgiving for the restoration to health of 
His Royal Highness the Prince of "Wales. It was loyally 
and widely observed. Her Majesty Queen Victoria and 
Court accompanied the Prince, with a great assemblage of 
the highest in the land, and many representative nobles 
and dames of other nationalities, to St. Paul's Cathedral, 
where divine service was conducted with much ceremony. 
Enormous crowds lined the streets. Amongst ourselves in 
Aberdeen the day was fittingly observed — ^service being 
held in the West Church and attended by the Lord 
Provost, Magistrates, members of Council, and citizens 
of every denomination. The Reverend Henry Cowan con- 
ducted the preliminary services, and an impressive dis- 
course was delivered by the Reverend Professor Milligan 
from Psalm xxx., 11, 12. A new hymn had been written 
by the Reverend Curate Stone, "Windsor, for the London 
ceremony — Thou our SouVs Salvation — ^and we sung it 
to the simple old German chorale " Munich,*' regretting, 
at the same time, that we had not copies of Dr. Sebastian 
Wesley's '* Aurelia," which had been fixed upon for the 
St. Paul's service. This beautiful tune became exceedingly 
popular, possibly the ear-delighting fifth measure, reminis- 
cent of Auld Bobm Gray, helping to this pleasant result. 
It may be news to some to mention that the charge for 

permission to include "Aurelia" in such works as our 
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Northern Psalter was ten guineas. The tune forms No. 
60A in that collection — ^Addenda Edition. 

Three country divines, each pretty well known in our 
city, were to be no more heard. The Reverend James 
"Welsh had seen eighty-two years, forty-one of which he 
had ministered to the people of New Deer. How gentle 
his ways and mild his speech on his visits to the Synods ! 

^Alexander Taylor, D.D., of Leochel-Cushnie, was but 

sixty-five. He had an excellent name for scholarship, 
and knowledge of agriculture. I think the statement is 
correct that Dr. Taylor was the only one of his cloth 
called to give evidence before the Commissioners anent 
the union of the local Colleges. He was a fine frank 

farmer-looking gentleman. 1 have heard the Reverend 

W. S. Watt in the pulpit — heard him there acceptably — 
but still better in his ever-hospitable home at Foveran. 
With fiddle-bow in hand what a capable exponent of 
inspiring reel and strathspey he could be — always best, 
too, when he had his worthy spouse beside him at the 
piano. The lady of the manse was a delightful accom- 
panist in the winning old unaffected style — a style almost 
lost now. Mr. Watt had only reached the threescore. 
Another death — ^this time a townsman — ^Mr. Ben- 
jamin Moir, of attractively situated Garthdee. This 
gentleman's father was, I have heard, the first to set on 
foot provision curing and fruit preserving amongst us. It 
became in the hands of the deceased and his relative, 
Mr. John Moir Clark, a big business, and still, as already 
noted, flourishes in London. 

Mr. Lanchlan McKinnon was zealously pushing on- 
wards his tramway scheme : not without opposition 
however. The Town Council were not in favour of 
Market Street being included, and the crossing of Union 
Bridge was, from its narrowness, generally condemned. 
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Treasurer Patrick Cooper, moreover, held that the inhabi- 
tants would never submit to what was proposed — ^the 
running of Sunday cars. He stoutly maintained that 
Aberdeen would never " submit to its streets being dis- 
turbed with traffic on the Sabbath day'*. I wish my 
stalwart friend were alive now to see what's what ! I 
would have had some pleasant hours with the hero of 
" Hing in, Peter ". 

Mrs. Gardner, a resident teacher of music, promoted 
an amateur concert at this time in aid of the General 
Dispensary. She was fashionable and popular ; and her 
charitable effort was financially a success, a large repre- 
sentative audience assembling in the Music Hall buildings. 
Amongst those who lent their musical talents to the good 
work were the Honourable Mrs. Chetwynd ; the Misses 
Kinloch of Park ; Sir William Forbes of Fintray. (The 
late Lord Sempill could in those days interpret a 
humorous ditty with spirit and point.) The part singing 
was strengthened by Messrs. R. Cooper, Alex. Machray 
and Robert Youngson, while Messrs, Laing and Justice 
gave effective instrumental aid. The Dispensary bene- 
fited to the extent of £82. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Few of my readers may remember good benevolent 
Doctor George Angus, Golden Square, who had been fifty 
years in the Bengal Army Medical Service rising to high 
position therein. On coming home he devoted himself to 
deeds of daily charity. His presence anywhere was like 
a benediction — while all the same his pleasant touches of 
homely humour were much enjoyed. As an elder of the 
Old West Church he frequently " stood at the plate " on 
the Sabbath, and was wont to slyly aggravate Dr. For- 
syth and the assistants when they would be remarking 
on the considerable attendance of stranger worshippers. 
" Aye," he would gently say, " Aye, but they dinna ask 
as they come in who is to be the preacher, but who is 
to conduct the psalmody, and the name of the tunes ! '* 
The artless old man's joke was, I need scarcely add, 
" fat and full of sap '* to me ! The Doctor was an 
Alford man, and had reached seventy-eight. 

The near approach of a new theatre led, naturally, to 
the closing of the old house in Marischal Street. Before 
this took place, however, there was a week of superior 
dramatic fare presented, through Mr. Tom Robertson's 
delightful play of Caste, then recently produced for the 
first time in London. Tom, who had served a long term of 
obscurity, suddenly sprang into great and deserved popu- 
larity, and his pieces were drawing immense audiences. 
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Caste was in the hands, when it came here, of a first-rate 
company — ^headed by Mr. Richard Young. They played 
together in the rendering of the charming piece with a 
precision and finish that proved to many of our theatre* 
goers something like a new revelation in stage work. I 
should not wonder though the elderly amongst my readers 
have still enjoyable moments with Miss Fanny Brough as 
Esther ; Miss Brunton (Robertson's sister) as Polly — Polly 
instructing the refined swell officer how to put the kettle 
on ; and Mr. Young's old drunken Eccles ! The engage- 
ment was a pronounced success. 

Robert Morrison, watchmaker, Upperkirkgate, be- 
came at this date tacksman of Wellington Bridge, at a 

yearly rent of £600. Just once, and only once, can I 

personally refer to any special birth anniversary doings 
taking place amongst us in celebration of the mortal 
who 

Exhausted worlds and then created new — 

''our myriad-minded Shakespeare," as Coleridge calls 
him. Our local Good Templars, though by no means 
very numerous, were an active and intelligent body, and 
they had a society named after the bard — " The Shake- 
speare Lodge*'. On the historic 23rd of April the 
Templars marked the day by a social meeting of a 
literary and musical character. It was held in the 
Mechanics Hall, and there was a crowded audience. 
Louis Menzies, a young shoemaker, favourably known to 
the few for his poetic leanings, presided, and gave an 
interesting, modestly pitched address from his great text 
— " Shakespeare " — carrying his hearers with him to an 
instructive close. 

The dty now lost its greatest preacher — ^Dr. Alexander 
Dyce Davidson, Free ^est Church. He ''fell asleep" 
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in his sixty-fifth year after a scholastic and ministerial 
career of much distinction, usefulness and influence. 
Aberdeen felt itself a great deal poorer by his death, and 
deeply mourned her departed son. In 1832 deceased had 
been chosen pastor of the South Parish Church, Belmont 
Street. Here his reputation steadily grew, and in four 
years he was called to our highest charge, the Old "West, 
and continued to labour there with increasing popularity 
till the Disruption crisis of 1843, when, followed by a large 
section of the congregation, he cast in his lot with the Free 
Church secessionists. Dr. Davidson received frequent 
"calls" to move southwards, but he resisted them all, 
choosing to abide amongst his own people. It was truly 
written of him " that he spoke with a nervous earnestness 
which made it impossible for the hearer not to recognise 
impressively the fact that the preacher felt and believed 
every word he said was the very truth *'. Here, indeed, 
lay the secret of his power and success in the pulpit. 
Dr. Davidson interfered little in Church matters. Much 
troubled with asthma, he may be said to have led a 
retired Ufe. He rests in St. Nicholas Churchyard beside 
the kindred of his early-lost, beloved young wife — a 
daughter of Lord Provost James Blaikie. She was only 
twenty-three. 

The new Court House was now opened. Consider- 
able interest accompanied the ceremony from the circum- 
stance that the principal case was a very serious charge 
preferred against a young, frank, prepossessing sailor — 
Lieutenant Clarke Haynes of the Royal Navy. During a 
short holiday he had been staying with friends in the 
neighbourhood of Turriff, and going out with his gun for 
amusement was accused of having shot a farmer's dog. 
He denied the charge, for though he admitted having 
fired, he had seen no dog. The case came before Sheriff 
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Comrie Thomson in the Turriff Small Debt Court, and at 
his own request accused was put on oath. Now the Lieu- 
tenant stood in the Justiciary Court, Aberdeen, charged 
with giving false evidence. He had as counsel Mr. A. B. 
Shand and Mr. John Bimie, with Mr. Emslie Smith as 
agent. The proceedings were of the very first import- 
ance to the prisoner, for if found guilty his professional 
prospects were ruined. Much interest was naturally 
manifested in the trial. Sheriff Comrie Thomson who, 
as stated, had presided at the Small Debt Court at Turriff 
— (the farmer had priced his dog at £10, which was paid) 
— was now most searchingly cross-examined by Lord 
Cowan, the presiding judge, who pressed him hard on 
the point of his having taken no notes of the evidence — a 
point which Sir James Elphinstone later on brought 
before the House of Commons. Amongst the witnesses 
called for the defence, which was mainly foimded on the 
nature of the ground— a plantation overgrown with brush- 
wood and whins — ^where the dog was discovered dying, 
were Sir "William Forbes of Craigievar ; Mr. J. A. Beattie, 
land surveyor ; Mr. Robert "Walker, farmer, Portlethen ; 
Mr. John Ferguson, advocate ; Mr. John Hutcheon, senior 
magistrate, Turriff. Three brother officers of the accused 
were present from ports in England bearing testimony to 
the high character and superior qualifications of their 
comrade. Lord Cowan summed up impressively but 
favourably, and the jury after an hour's absence from 
Court returned a verdict finding perjury not proven by 
8 to 7 — ^the minority being for not guilty. The finding 
was received with warm applause by the crowded Court, 
and the fortunate young sailor was heartily congratulated 
by his friends. The trial lasted seven hours. 

The successful contractors for the new theatre were 
now reported — ^Mr. James Bisset, mason work ; Messrs. 
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barrack & Daniel, carpenters. Total amonnt, £7,683. 
- — ^The fine Carrara marble statue of the deceased 
Provost James Blaikie was at this date removed for 
better keeping from Drum's Aisle to the entrance hall 
of the new Town House, where it continues to stand. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Thirty of thef orty-five members of the City Rifle Battalion 
who had attended most parades during the season met at 
the Nigg ranges, Saturday, 20th April, to compete for a 
silver cup presented by Lieutenant-Colonel Jopp. Bad 
weather prevailed, but Corporal John Kean, No. 8 

Company, made 38 points and carried the prize. ^An 

animated debate took place in the Town Council over a 
question which still finds ventilation — namely, changing 
the meeting hour from afternoon to evening, so that 
working men might become members and the public 
generally have opportunity of attending. The proposal 
was coldly received — BaiUie Esslemont in particular 
holding that "the business of the Town Council could 
not be accomplished by any artisan who daily worked 
the usual hours ". The Council unanimously found that 
it was not expedient to make any change. 

The Public Libraries Act was obtaining considerable 
attention about this period, and Provost Leslie presided 
at a meeting held in the Music Hall on 7th May to con- 
sider as to its adoption in Aberdeen. There was not 
such a crowded audience as had been expected, and it 
was agreed that the mind of the citizens should be taken 
by cards issued to those entitled to vote. The result was 
made known within three days, as follows : — ^For the 
adoption of Act, 134 ; against, 488. This settled the 
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question for the next two years. Are our legal 

friends possessed of the same spirit and gallantry as 
in days departed ? I scarcely think so : we never 
read a stimulating paragraph in any of our morning 
papers now like the following : ** Last night the Society 
of Advocates gave a splendid ball in the Music Hall 
buildings to a numerous and fashionable company. The 
arrangements were complete and successful.*' 

Two familiar figures, both known in my pages, were 
no more seen moving leisurely along — Mr. George David- 
son, bookseller, and Mr. David Macdonald, retired ac- 
countant. The first-named had in early years been a 
commercial traveller connected with the Devanha, but 
a severe affection of the limbs and spine rendered him 
unable to continue in that line and he commenced busi- 
ness as a bookseller. For this occupation Mr. Davidson 
was admirably fitted. He had been well educated, was a 
great reader and gifted with rare intelligence. He be- 
came known as the ** literary bookseller," and had many 
customers of influence. Apart from trade, he cultivated 
a pure, an elegant style of English composition alike in 
prose and verse, while his humour ever ran in most de- 
lightful vein, as witness his Bhyme of St Swithin. The 
Lay of the Links, from which I have freely quoted, was 
much admired, and copies of the first issue are now 
rare. Mr. Davidson was a most instructive conversation- 
alist, and an hour with him was a lesson to be prized. 
He took the death of his brother, the Reverend Dr. David- 
son, Free "West Church, much to heart, and with the age 
of sixty-six came his farewell. Half-a-dozen pleasant 
verses to his memory, from the ever -kindly pen of, I 
fancy, MO^illiam Cadenhead appeared in the Herald, of 
which this is the last : — 
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And in long days of summer, 

When the thick rain falling free 
Brings down the deep and swelling floods 

Throngh all the crooks of Dee — 
Or when upon the wide green links 

Our youngsters sport and play, 
We will often fondly think upon 

" Saint Swithin " and "The Lay ". 

I scarcely know why, but David Macdonald, who also 
left us about this time, while a man of superior parts, was 
assigned something of *'a character" position amongst 
his friends. Retired from all labour and in easy circum- 
stances, he daily made a pleasant round of calls on ex- 
pectant well-to-do shopkeepers, and there was little doing 
in the city but *' Macdonald '* was credited with knowing 
the outs and ins of. He could well hold his own on 
general things, aye, even in science and mathematics, in 
proof of which it may be noted that when the British 
Association met in Aberdeen in 1859, the famous Michael 
Faraday, the great philosopher, honoured Mr. Macdonald 
by making his house his temporary abode. Deceased had 
reached the threescore and ten, and his years were telling 
on him. But he had been an active spirit in his youth. 
David was an apprentice with Baillie CoUinson, whose 
shop was quite near to the Auld Tolbooth. "Wlien the 
very first sound of evening closing hour — eight o'clock — 
was heard Davie would have the window shutters out 
and up instantaneously. " Laddie," the Baillie would say, 
" laddie, ye micht lat the bell queeU' '* Queel " : there's 

music in the little word ! While it was among the 

more elderly citizens that the above recorded departures 
created chief interest, many of us of much fewer years 
felt deep regret at the unexpected death of Mr. Robert 
Catto, junior, shipowner. I doubt if there was a better- 
liked young fellow in Aberdeen than " Bob Catto ". Of 
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a fine manly spirit, stalwart in form, ever frank and free 
of speech — ^he was immensely popular. And he had only 
reached his thirty-third year ! 

The middle of May saw the Qneen with the Royal 
Family and suite enjoying themselves at Balmoral, and 
ten days after arrival the Court circular had the following 
simple but interesting entry : " May 24th, Anniversary of 
Her Majesty's Birthday. The Crathie Choir came to the 
Castle and sang a selection of pieces/' The modest 
parish programme, while containing compositions by Flo- 
tow, Donizetti and Mendelssohn, was varied by gems of 
Scottish song, including Col the Yowes to the Knowes. 
It was understood that Queen Victoria had a special 
liking for this quaint, lovable old air in B minor as 
wedded to the words of Bums. In those days a young 
friend of mine, Patrick Kidd, was schoolmaster at Gimock, 
and precentor in Crathie Parish Church, and his choir 
were carefully trained to part-singing. Ca' the Yowes 
had touched Her Majesty, and the leader knew well how 
to bring out its plaintive beauty. 

From Balmoral to Marischal Street is a considerable 
distance, but my notes demand the leap to say that the 
London Company of Mr. L. J. Sefton were at our theatre 
playing Mr. W, S. Gilbert's singularly clever comedy 
of Pygmalion and Oalatea. And playing right well. 
Miss Reinhardt was a very refined, an accomplished 
actress, and gave a fascinating representation of the 
animated statue, while the other principal, Mr. George 
Jordan, afforded worthy support as the sculptor. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

During the closing days of May, Mr. George King, book- 
seller, well known not only in the city but over the far 
northern counties, departed at the age of seventy-five. 
He was a greatly respected gentleman, takinxi an active 
though always unpretentious part in all {. iilanthropic 
and religious movements. He published a number of 
useful volumes of an educative and serious nature, and 
was very successful in business. For forty years Mr. King 
was a valuable member of Old Machar Parochial Board. 
He formed one of the co-partnery who promoted the 
Free Press, and was a prominent shareholder in the 
Aberdeen University Press, now under the management 
of Mr. John Thomson of Brackenhill. Deceased was suc- 
ceeded in the bookselling by Mr. James Murray, J.P., 

one of our best known and most popular magistrates. 

Announcement of the death of another man who had at 
one time been a citizen of Bon- Accord now came from 
America : this was the universally - heard - of James 
Gordon Bennet, proprietor of the New York Herald, 
His life had been a romance. Bom of humble estate at 
Enzie, Banffshire, and leaving this country with scarcely 
a penny, he, by determined disregard of every soul but 
himself, so popularised his newspaper that he became a 
powerful millionaire. Bennet lived latterly in a grand 
mansion on the Hudson River, and there died "se- 
questered" (so ran the American obituary article) ''far 
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from the placid bank of his native Strathisla amid a busy 
and bustling people who saw in his changeful career and 
chequered life many points representative of their own 

national characteristics ". Another departure : John 

Legge, whose name was much heard amongst our working 
population in the Fergus O'Connor and Chartist days, 
now died in his sixtieth year. He was bred a mason, 
but being a man of considerable intelligence he steadily 
ascended the industrial ladder, and became assistant city 
surveyor. He was the father of the greatly regarded 
Reverend James Legge so long a teacher in our Grammar 
School. 

The Free West congregation unanimously agreed to call 
the Reverend John Laidlaw, of Perth, to be their pastor. 
The deputation who had gone to hear this gentleman 
remarked in him '* a similarity of manner in the solemnity 
and earnestness of his preaching to their late minister — 
Dr. Davidson". Mr. Laidlaw came, and remained for 
years earning much popularity. In 1881 he was appointed 
to the Chair of Systematic Theology in New College, Edin- 
burgh. Here is a Bank ''note" of unusual record. 

'' June 19th : Letters of allotment of 10,000 new shares of 
the Aberdeen Town and County Banking Company were 
issued this morning to the partners of the Bank at £14 

per £7 share payable by instalments at various dates.'* 

Shortly after the tower in the new town house was finished 
a clock was put into it — ^the clock in the familiar old build- 
ing continuing to shed its diminished light. Treasurer 
Cooper, at a meeting of the Council, saw no need for 
the double service, and proposed that the old clock should 
be removed to the new Grammar School as it was of no 
use where it was. This met with instant and sharp con- 
demnation from Baillie John Eraser, who held that the 
old enlightener was of much use, as '* no person standing 
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on Castle Street could see the time on the new tower, the 
clock was so high ". Sympathy in this feeling came from 
Provost Leslie thus : '* I would not have the old clock 
taken away ; the ancient tower has been humbled 
enough already". The subject dropped, and the public 
horologe of many days still goes on its sedate journey. 
Frequently, however, it is not so kindly cared for as it 
might be. 

All at once the town was thrown into what Dr. "William 
Alexander in his fine auld-f arrant way might have called 
a state of *' taptire ". Somewhat unexpectedly Colonel 
William H. Sykes, who had been our parliamentary repre- 
sentative since 1857, died at the age of eighty-two. He 
was the successor of Mr. George Thompson of Pitmedden. 
The Colonel, while he never took any special position in 
the House of Commons, was always respected there and 
by all parties amongst his constituents for his sterling 
personal character. All at once then, the movements of 
political colour and feeling began to stir, no fewer than 
four candidates instantly entering the field for the vacancy 
— ^to wit, Mr. James W. Barclay, farmer, Auchlossan, ready 
to *' aid in promoting measures of social progress and re- 
form " ; Sir John Clark of Tillypronie (who '* would give 
an independent support to Mr. Gladstone") ; Mr. John 
Farley Leith, English barrister (a consistent Liberal) ; and 
Mr. James Shaw, ironmaster, London (" of moderate and 
independent principles '/). Day after day, night following 
night for weeks, one or other of these gentlemen was be- 
fore the electors personally or by Committees. At an early 
stage, however, Sir John Clark through sudden nervous 
prostration withdrew. Professor William Pirrie and Dr. 
David Fiddes testifying that " it would be dangerous for 
him to pursue his canvass ". From the first there was 
dubiety regarding the chances of Mr. Barclay. About 
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his fitness for Parliamentary work not a word was raised ; 
but his leadership of the Party of Progress in recent 
town's affairs had by no means ingratiated him with a 
large section of the voting community. He came, more- 
over, under the ban of others for what they called '' a 
haughty manner/' and the Herald wrote determinedly 
(his friends said '* abusively '') of him. Mr. Farley Leith, 
it may be remembered by my readers, contested Aber- 
deen against Colonel Sykes in 1857, when he had as 
nominators Mr. Neil Smith, Jr., merchant, and Mr. 'VB^illiam 
Yeats of Auquhamey, a fact indicative of the character 
of his supporters generally. Through a fear expressed in 
some of the London Liberal Clubs, that as Mr. Barclay 
and Mr. Leith professed much the same political faith, 
the votes might be divided and Mr. Shaw, the Tory, slip 
in, Mr. Leith at the early meetings firmly declined to 
stand. This patriotic feeling made itself felt, and he 
became the favourite candidate. At a meeting of the 
electors held in the Quadrangle of Marischal College 
where 5,000 persons were present (Dean of Guild Lewis 
Smith presiding), it was declared that Mr. Leith would 
stand for election ; and, when the voting day came, this 
was the result of the poll : Leith, 4,302 ; Barclay, 2,615 ; 
Shaw, 704. From the opening of the campaign the suc- 
cessful candidate had the advantage of being earnestly 
guided and supported by one of the very ablest of our 
local business men — ^Mr. Alexander Pirie, junior, Stoney- 
wood. In my first volume he appears thus : *' Tall, hand- 
somely built, his face lighted up with what might be 
termed striking intelligence, he used to preside over the 
meetings of the railway, of which he was Vice-Chairman, 
with a grasp of what had to be done and how the thing 
in hand could be most effectually carried out, in a way 
that won the admiration even of opponents ''. This envi- 
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able faculty Mr. Pine now exercised in favour of Mr. 
Leith, and led in no small measure to victory. . Mr. Leith, 
our new representative, was pleasant to look upon. Five 
feet six or so in stature, full-chested, bright-faced, fair- 
haired, a ready if not impressive speaker, he became 
exceedingly attentive to the Parliamentary duties of his 
native town without making any special public mark in 
doing so. Mr. Barclay took his defeat philosophically, 
and biding his time was not very long in being called to 
the House. Forfarshire gave him the desired seat, and 
he represented that important county ably for nineteen 
years. He was not long in earning the reputation of being 
possibly the member best acquainted with agriculture in 
the assembly, and in due time he had the high honour 
of being chosen Deputy Chairman of Committees. But, 
apparently, he enjoys the free windy moors and hills of 
the North quite as much as stately Westminster, and 
in 1901 he acquired the property of Glenbuchat, on 
the western border of Aberdeenshire, to which he pays 
frequent visits. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

The death of Doctor Norman Macleod of the Barony 
Church, Glasgow, while causing widespread regret, was 
felt to touch the Queen deeply. Her Majesty, it was well 
known, admired him greatly alike as man and minister, 
and he was frequently at Balmoral. The burly, big- 
hearted Doctor was a special favourite with the young 
folks of the Castle, while the Queen wrote that his prayers 
in the old Church of Crathie for the Royal House '* gave 
her a lump in the throat ". On the decease at sixty years 
of the famous pastor of the Barony the Church of Scotland 
lost one of its brightest ornaments. 

There was a good deal of interesting and spirited 
sport in the way of cricket this summer. Aberdeenshire 
went to Arbroath, but came off second best, though in our 
team W. Peppe, student, had the highest score — 49 — and 
Tom Sinclair-Spark bowled with excellent effect. The 

victors possessed some superior batting members. 

Banff sent a good eleven to Holbum ground and they ran 
up 105 in their single innings. Of these G. Eraser made 39 ; 
£. M. Sangster, 26 ; and C. D. Forbes, 10. Aberdeen re- 
plied with 129 for nine wickets, the principal contributors 

being W. A. Crombie, 45 not out ; J. C. Oughterson, 24. 

Aberdeenshire and Kincardineshire had a two days' fix- 
ture which ended in a draw. The city men made 100 
and 99, of which J. F. Lumsden had 33 and 5 ; F. Man- 
son, 2 and 23. For their opponents A. C. Keith had 15 and 
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5 ; and J. Tone, 3 and 29. ^The most attractive meeting 

of the season, however, took place when Perthshire came to 
engage the Aberdeenshire club. There was some capital 
play on both sides, the home eleven getting ISO first inn- 
ings and 94 second, the hero being Mr. J. King, a bright 
young fellow, with 47 and 15. He was an English medi- 
cal student, who according to W. G. Grace, '' had never 
been known to miss a catch at school ". W. Gibb and 
J. F. Lumsden were good '* nmners up," with 7 and 42 
and 18 and 6 respectively. But there were batsmen of 
big repute in the Fair City team. They had one innings 
in which appeared the following figures : R. W. 'VB^ords- 
worth, 65 ; Reverend J. Barclay, 60 ; J. Johnston, 21 ; R 

Dunsmure, 16. Later on in the year we had a visit 

from a team of the great Marylebone Club — including 
the famous bowlers Shaw and Wootton. The profes- 
sionals proved deadly wicket destroyers, and the holi- 
dayers, of course, won easily. Student King, however, 
played finely, making 44 and 11. 

Ballater at this date lost its best known and well- 
liked village worthy — Peter Cran. Peter was local 
auctioneer, stage-coach clerk, and principal local func- 
tionary. There were many likeable traits in his char- 
acter, independence standing out strongly — as for in- 
stance : A new factor, a stranger, was appointed by one 
of the most important landed proprietors and soon mani- 
fested an importance Ballater was not accustomed to. 
This gentleman, at an early stage, found fault with Peter 
and began scolding. The Highland blood took fire and 
spoke back. *' Who are you, sir ? " demanded the irate 

factor. " Who am I ! " quoth Peter. " By , sir, I 

am the Inspector of Nuisances for Ballater, and, by , 

if you don't take care I'll have you removed." The 
village stood by Peter. ^Aberdeen annual Wapinschaw 
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drew together a large attendance of volunteers and spec- 
tators, and everything went off well though no special 
incident marked the proceedings. The Queen's Cup was 
won by Corporal Charles, a stalwart farmer member of 

the Fyvie corps. After no little labour and trouble — 

particularly as between the Committee of the House of 
Lords and the Town Council, Mr. Lauchlan McKinnon 
7,,.'C^*^ £ot the tramways started. But the penny fares would 
,^^^ not then pay, and with the concurrence of his directors, 
'^ the secretary resolved that the charge should be twopence 
*' from every person entering the cars however short the 
^7 journey. ** Boycott " at once became the resolve and cry, 
and for a period it was most disheartening to see the 
trams running constantly up and down Union Street with 
only one or two passengers. But wiser measures pre- 
vailed, and now (1904) you can be carried a reasonable 
distance, say a quarter of a mile, for a halfpenny ! The 
Aberdeen Tramways are quoted by stranger visitors as 
amongst the outstanding attractions of the '* Granite City '' 
alike as to appearance and service. 

The member for West Aberdeenshire was not pleasing 
everybody. He was baffling even the gentlemen of the 
'* winged words " profession. At an early sitting of the 
House of Commons Committee on the Game Laws the 
official shorthand writer expressed his regret at being 
'* unable to follow and take down the very pronounced 
dialect of the honourable member for West Aberdeen- 
shire*'. The result was that Mr. McCombie readily 
agreed to prepare a written copy of the main portion of 
his evidence. He was also getting into hot water with 
some of the Donside lairds — ^pitting certain of them 
in comparison with others as to the fulfilment of 
the law of **live and let live". Lord Forbes, the 
chairman of the cattle show dinner when this came up, 
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called him quickly to order, but the M.P. spoke his mind 
firmly. 

Here is a thing I sometimes spoke on such occasions 
as now referred to : — 

LIVE AND LET LIVE. 

Live aad let live be your watchword for ever, 

The bond of tme union between man and man ; 
A wiion that time nor contention shall sever, 

A link in the chain forming heaven's perfect plan. 
Though the path the poor travel be careworn and lowly, 

And scanty their portion to store or to give- 
Remember the mite of the widow was holy, 

And earth's noblest maxim is — ^Live and let live. 

Live and let live — wherefore stand strangely parted, 

The best of us boast but a fast-fleeting day ; 
The richest of men is the man largest hearted. 

Whose hand can the dictates of duty obey. 
When the green grass waves o'er ns and friends tell our story. 

May this prove the brief, ^thful record they give — 
" He was neighbour to all, to do good was his glory, 

For the rule of his conscienoe was— Live and let live." 

Live and let live — ^we have all our set places. 

And most of us fare quite as well as we ought ; 
There are lessons of wisdom in cares and distresses, 

As the sweetest of pleasure by labour is bought 
Never fret though the sunshine of lucfc fall on others. 

There are heart joys the world cannot lessen or give — 
Go on your way gaily, count all men as brothers. 

And mind the old maxim of — ^Live and let live. 



CHAPTER XVIII, 

In the death of Baillie William Henderson, Aberdeen 
lost a mnch-respected citizen, a magistrate of keen dis- 
cernment and ready sympathy. He entered the Council 
in 1849, and retired, finally, in 1869. Daring his twenty 
years of office — not continuous office — he did much 
useful work for the city, particularly in the various 
organisations labouring in the cause of charity. Without 
displaying conspicuous public ability, Baillie Henderson 
was a man of excellent parts. He was one of the first to 
take an active practical interest in the Mechanics Insti- 
tution by teaching a class for architectural drawing. 
He further lectured on natural philosophy to crowded 
audiences of working men in St. Paul Street School. He 
was a building carpenter on a very successful scale in 
Loch Street, and as an ardent Free Churchman he, at the 
Disruption, gave his services gratuitously to not a few 
struggling northern parishes in furnishing plans for their 

needful new Churches. He died when sixty-seven. 

Unusual preparations had been made in connection with 
the Annual Regatta fixed for the last week of August, but 
unfortunately the spoiler came in a constant downpour 
of rain. The Aberdeen Boat Club members were the 
chief promoters, and liberal subscriptions were contri- 
buted by gentlemen connected with the shipping of the port 
and other admirers of fine healthy sport. There was a 

vast turn-out of spectators, and it was questioned if such a 
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forest of umbrellas had ever been seen in or about the city. 
The starter, the referee and the judge of the races were, 
respectively, Captains James Duthie, J. T. WiUet, and 
Main. The principal prize was won by the Ganymede^ a 
six-oared rowlock boat manned by Messrs. G. Cruden, D. 
Simpson, W. Y. Macdonald, B. Saunders, J. B. Nicol, 
with H. C. Gordon, stroke. Notwithstanding the wet the 
race was strenuously contested, and the victors were 
greeted with lusty applause. 

The history of the old Theatre Royal had reached its 
closing page, and the name of Ryder, associated with it 
since 1817, had to be " out of the bill ". Edward Price 
and his wife, Emma Ryder, were the last of the race who 
held sway in Marischal Street, and every one who knew 
the gentle lady regretted when the evil days came. The 
theatre has for many years now been the church of the 
Trinity Established congregation under the pastorship of 
the Reverend Robert Slessor, M.A. A numerous and in- 
teresting congregation it is. It may be affirmed that the 
well- worn stage had been trodden by nearly all the great 
players and vocalists since the twenties of the nineteenth ^ 
century, and, personally, I have seen Marischal Street half 
lined with the waiting carriages of the best families of the 
town and county. The. Free Church Disruption of 1843 
may be said to have in great measure stamped out 
fashionable theatre-going in Aberdeen, and the day of 
the old house was done. 

The beginning of September heard the music of the 
first organ introduced into a northern Parish Church. 
The instnmient, a fine one by the Connachers, Hudders- 
field, was the gift to Forgue Parish Kirk of Mr. Walter 
Scott, the well-to-do owner of Glendronach Distillery. 
Twas a week-day ceremony, but an audience of over 600 
was present at the proceedings. Mr. Robert Simpson, 
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the popular laird of Cobairdy, presided, and I see that 
amongst those immediately beside him were the parish 
minister (the Rev. Mr. Brebner) ; Mr. Scott, the donor of 
the organ ; Rev. Dr. Milne, Fyvie ; Rev. Mr. Cushny, 
Huntly, and the scribe hereof. Mr. Alick Laing, at this 
date conductor of Aberdeen Choral Union, was the 
organist, while Mr. Robert Cooper and several of his 
West Church choir gave illustrative vocal assistance. 
Short addresses were delivered, and I find myself 
credited with remarking that '' as it had been recorded of 
Sir Walter Scott that through his pen he had discovered 
Scotland to the world generally, so from the proceedings 
of that day it might be held that Mr. Walter Scott had 
made known to Forgue and other parts of the north, what 
was really needed for the greater improvement of con- 
gregational psalmody '*. Let me here parenthetically add 
to this that had I possessed my present-day (1904) ex- 
perience as to the public worship benefits of organs, I 
doubt much if my remarks would have taken the turn 
they exactly did at Forgue on that pleasant autumn day 
of 1872 ! 

One of the most important estates in our quarter 
changed ownership at this date. Mr. John Stewart, 
comb manufacturer, became proprietor of Banchory- 
Devenick at the sum of £76,000. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

The Reverend Doctor James Bisset, parish minister of 
Bourtie, passed into "the realm of silence** in his 
seventy-eighth year. His name was widely known in 
the superior courts of the Established Church, while it 
may be justly said he was a recognised leader in the 
Synod of Aberdeen. In that position '' Bisset of Bourtie " 
was one of a ministerial trio that made our Synod famous 
in the forties and onwards. He, with the Reverend 
Dr. James PauU, and Dr. William Robinson Pirie, were 
men of superior gifts, thoroughly acquainted with ecclesi- 
astical law and order in all their phases and bearings ; 
ready and at same time able debaters. Each one of them 
attained to the highest dignity the Church could confer 
— ^the Moderatorship of the General Assembly. It was 
something of a delight to see and hear them when roused. 
Sitting with James Valentine, Journal, and William 
Alexander, Free Press — ^two of the worthiest comrades 
that ever pointed pencil — sitting in the little seat allotted 
to the reporters beside the pulpit stair in the Old West 
Kirk (time the fifties), many and many a newspaper 
column have I filled recording their telling, combative 
speeches. Let us look at them for a moment. Bisset, 
beaming with health, slender in build, medium in height. 
The type in appearance of what you might call the 
'' gentleman parson *' accustomed to be frequently seated 

at the laird's table. Professionally attired — when in 
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town — and always careful in manner and address. A 
snuff-taker, too, of the most devoted rank. How well 
Bourtie's big coloured handkerchief was known to the 
brethren who sat around him in my (then) West Church 
choir seat I Paull, of fair stature, broadly built, sedate 
of countenance, dilatory when rising to speak but im- 
pressive after he had got over his opening burst of 
'* Mo-der-a-tor". There was ever a solidness in the 
speech of TuUynessle that won attention. Pirie, awake 
to everything, alert in movement, heedless of how people 
looked upon him in the matter of bodily adornment, 
kindly disposed, but quick as lightning to catch an opening 
in the opponent's armour. Having ventured so much 
briefly about the outstanding members of Aberdeen 
Synod some fifty years bygone, still well remembered, 
however, by many alike in town and the neighbouring 
counties, I would add that the trio were recognised as 
gentlemen in the best sense of the term and honoured 
as such. But to return to the main subject of my para- 
graph. Dr. Bisset had won special distinction as the 
head of Udny Academy before his ministerial days, and 
had sent forth several men who attained eminence in 
various paths of life. He was appointed to Bourtie in 
1826, and soon became popular with his folks and fellow- 
clergymen, as a wise spiritual overseer and an accom- 
plished scholar, with a propensity — some called it a 
hobby — for quoting Latin on diversified occasions. He 
made a capital chairman at social gatherings, gentle 
or simple — being fluent and humoursome. At such 
events, say in the old Lemon Tree Hotel, or the 
Kintore Arms, Inverurie, he might be heard luxuriating 
in Horatian language over the tempting contents of a 
well-filled soup tureen ! James Bisset was an edifying 
companion — a man to admire. His funeral sermon was 
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preached to a crowded congregation at Bourtie by a 
much-attached friend — ^the Reverend George Peter, of 
Kemnay. 

Braemar Gathering, though not graced by Royalty 
— rain fell rather heavily — was largely attended and 
presented a new feature in the first appearance of the 
Crathie and Ballater Rifles — a body of sixty well-set- 
up volunteers, officered by lieutenant Deans and Ensign 
Thomson. They were, of course, all clad in the garb of 
old Gaul. Amongst the notable visitors assembled on 
the grassy terrace of old Mar Castle were two wealthy 
Madras merchants gorgeously arrayed in their native 
Parsee costume. So far as the pressmen could make out 
in long hand, the names of these interesting gentiemen 
were P. Chetty Vencatachella Petty and P. Venkata 
Krishnama. They appeared much amused with the High- 
land games — particularly tossing the caber. 

Friday, 6th September, Deeside, Aberdeen and the 
North of Scotland Railway stations were all eagerly astir 
to witness Her Majesty and Court pass on their way to 
visit the Duke and Duchess of Sutherland at Dunrobin 
Castte. The journey was made a kind of holiday event. 
All along Deeside from Balmoral, the residents and 
summer lodgers, young and old, turned out in their best. 
At Aberdeen Lord Provost Leslie, the magistrates and 
members of Council were in waiting at the station, and 
arrangements had been made for the admission of 1,500 
of the general public. This arrangement was taken full 
advantage of. Here likewise a detachment of the city 
battalion of the Rifle Volunteers under Captain Douglass 
Duncan, with Captain Boyle and a body of the Naval 
Reserve, formed a guard of honour. The Provost pre- 
sented a loyal address along with the silver keys of the 
city. These dutiful acts were duly acknowledged by the 
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Queen. like tokens of fidelity and welcome were ob- 
served at other stages of the journey. Her Majesty's stay 
at the splendid home of the Sutherlands extended over 
five days, and she was pleased to say she had never 
'* been so happy since the days of the Prince ". 

Other ministerial changes occurred much about this 
time : Rev. William Keay, Woodside, was called to 
Foveran ; and the Rev. A. M. Fairbaim was appointed 
successor to the Rev. Fergus Ferguson, Evangelical 
Church, St. Paul Street. Mr. William Baird of Elie 
presented the Rev. John Christie, Kildrummy, to 
Kilrenny Parish, but he was not very long in obtaining 
higher honour — ^the Divinity Chair in Aberdeen Uni- 
versity. This worthy gentleman, let me parenthetically 
mention, was the most practical psalmodist holding pulpit 
rank, so far as known to me, over the whole north of 
Scotland. He became an enthusiastic disciple of the 
Rev. John Curwen's method of notation and taught it with 
success in his Alford parish. It stands on record that it 
was no unusual thing to find the Kildrummy ploughmen 
when giving their horses a breathing halt at the end of a 
" furr," standing. Tonic Sol-Fa Beporter in hand, conning 
over the " minister's lesson for the nicht ". Dr. Christie's 
family inherit his musical knowledge and ardour, one 
daughter holding an excellent position as a teacher and 
public vocalist in London, while another is, as I write, 
organist of Aberdeen University Chapel. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Golf, about which I spoke at an early period of these 
Reminiscences^ having begun to languish on our Links, a 
determined revival spurt was now made in its favour. 
A match was arranged between the remaining members 
of Aberdeen Club and the Dalhousie (Dundee) Club. A 
number of professionals from the South were invited to 
give eclat to the meeting. They came : amongst them 
the famous Tom Morris, and his, in time, equally famous 
son. (All golfers visiting St. Andrews should see the 
beautiful memorial placed beside Young Tom's grave 
within the Cathedral grounds.) Davie Strath, 'VB^alter 
Gourley, and Tom Kidd were also present, and the 
tournament became quite an attraction while it lasted. 
The weather was at its very best for outdoor sport, and 
many spectators, including groups of ladies, were scattered 
over the ample green to witness the votaries of cleek and 
club. H.R.H. Prince Leopold took, from Balmoral, an 
interest in the revival, and intimated his readiness to 
comply with the request of the local players and become 
patron of their club. Henceforth the game steadily 
prospered. Balgownie Links, a short walk from the 
tramway station at Bridge of Don, was secured and laid 
out as an 18-hole course for the gentlemen, provision on 
a smaller scale being at same time made for ladies. On 
what may be called the Town's Links several combina- 
tions regularly follow the " flying ball," and it is safe to 
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say that hundreds of enthusiastic golfers now enjoy, 
weather permitting, or whether or not, their favourite 
health-begetting game. 

James Giles, R.S.A., left at his death some sixty 
paintings in oil, and over one hundred water-colour 
sketches. A selection was now offered by private sale in 
the artist's studio, Bon-Accord Street, and found ready 
purchasers at good prices — especially the Upper Deeside 
subjects. Her Majesty the Queen secured a dozen of the 

water-colours. On Wednesday, 25th September, the 

town, and many miles around, experienced the fiercest 
gale of wind and fall of rain remembered as occurring 
for a long period. The Gilcomston Dam and the Den- 
bum overflowed at several points and damage was 
done amounting to over £1000. The Great North of 
Scotland Railway traffic was greatly unhinged, the 
passengers from the general station having to be con- 
veyed to Kittybrewster in busses. ^Thirty-five appli- 
cations were lodged for the vacant office of Assistant 
Inspector of Poor, St. Nicholas parish, and five were 
voted upon by the Board. Charles B. Williams was 
elected, and when Chief Inspector James Wallace retired 
his assistant was worthily promoted. Mr. Williams con- 
tinues in office. 

Lord Provost Leslie, presiding at the annual meeting 
of the Great North Railway, said he was happy to report 
that the traffic continued to improve. The revenue for 
the half year last ended amounted to £105,548, as com- 
pared with £99,690 for the corresponding six months of 
1871. He took occasion to remind the shareholders that 
when the Board were in difficulties some five years back, 
the secretary, W. B. Ferguson, had ** voluntarily reduced *' 
his personal salary of £600 per annum to £350, trusting 
to better times coming. His Lordship now moved that 
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Mr. Ferguson's salary be £500, and this was agreed to 
unanimously. 

Association Football, at my present writing (1904) the 
most popular outdoor athletic sport, beyond challenge, 
over the whole British Empire, now took root in Aber- 
deen. We had known the ** Rugby" game through the 
students of the University, but it never caught on with 
the working class and was little heard about. The early 
seventies were specially busy Infirmary and Asylum 
times with me, and I did not see much of the goal-getting 
endeavours, but I think I am right in saying that the 
promoters of the Association game were mostly assistants 
in our public schools, apprentice clerks, and mechanics. 
It may be they were not the scientific players we see now, 
but they were genuine sportsmen. They "played up" 
— "determinedly up" — and "played the game" fairly, 
squarely, cleanly. What manly, enjoyable encounters 
were for years to be witnessed at Chanonry Grounds, 
Old Aberdeen, in the early days of Association Football ! 

The Town Coimcil had again a field-day over the 
unending Guildry question. Baillie Esslemont began the 
fray by submitting an important motion bearing on the 
burgess admission payment. It was, he held, too high 
by far, and the whole matter should be fully considered 
in Committee. Much speaking followed, and I rather 
think the Baillie strengthened his position in the opinion 
of the public generally by the earnest terms in which he 
expressed and held his views. At any rate, when the 
division was taken, he carried his motion by 18 votes 

to 4. Consequent on the retirement of Mr. W. D. 

Strahan as Head Master of Gordon's Hospital (Sillerton 
of old), eighty candidates entered for the office. A leet 
of seven was voted upon, and the Reverend Alexander 
Ogilvie, M.A., schoolmaster of Monymusk, was the fortu- 
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nate applicant. He held the office with much distinction 
for some thirty years, when the hospital had developed 
into a famous college with 2,830 day and night pupils. 
He was succeeded by his principal able assistant, Mr. 
Charles Stewart, M.A. 

Mr. James Walker, wine merchant, now commenced 
with increased outlook and liberality his desire to en- 
courage elementary vocal music amongst the young. He 
gave the movement the soimding title of '* The Children's 
Tournament of Song". James, big of heart and ever 
open of hand, though he made no claim to a scientific 
knowledge of music, yet compiled a handsome volume 
which was styled Jiist Intonation in Song and in 
Speech, The book must have taken much labour to 
write, and a good deal of money to print and present 
copies to friends, but expenditure, where music was 
concerned, never troubled James Walker. When he 
died in January, 1895, at the age of sixty-six, I wrote 
some words about him mentioning that "he did not 
confine his endeavours to big movements or grown-up 
folks. Merry bands of children were his adopted care. 
Bairns (he would say) with quick ears and clear voices. 
Of such was James Walker's musical kingdom." He 
had been known to purchase admission for a gathering 
of two hundred of his little friends to some pleasant 
concert. James must have a lythe place in many 
memories. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

The death now occurred of one of our oldest inhabitants, 
Mr. George Wisely, for long a hosier at top of Castle 
Street. He had reached the advanced age of ninety- 
seven years. From 1839 to 1857 he sat as a Police 
Commissioner, and otherwise took a most useful interest, 
in a quiet way, in various organisations. He was much 
esteemed, and when he retired from the Police Board 
his fellow-members entertained him to a complimentary 
dinner. 

Roderick Gray, well known in his day as an auctioneer 
in Peterhead and district, left at his death a legacy of 
£10,000 to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. The relatives 
contested the will and the case went to the Court of 
Session, but was eventually compromised. Roderick has 
already appeared in my notes as an important witness in 
the alleged St. Fergus murder case in 1854. He was ac- 
counted a character, and a portion of the legacy, his portrait 
in oil, an excellent likeness by James Forbes of Peterhead 
who gave the famous John Phillip some early lessons 
hangs on the wall of the Infirmary Treasurer's office. 
Mr. Gray had evidently a warm leaning to the hospital, 
and when giving his usual one pound note at the church 
door on a certain stated Sunday collection for the charity 
there was found written on the back thereof the follow- 
ing verse, so far as memory serves me : — 
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I kenna gin this note may aid 

To pardon some o' my sins ; 
But there can be nae doot *twill help 

To mend some broken shins. 

Comparative peace and quietness prevailed when the 
municipal election day — 5th November — came round. In 
past days gatherings of zealous electors would be found 
early at the various polling places every one eager to be 
the first to record his vote. That order of procedure 
was now an experience of the past ; the Ballot Act had 
come into force and the business was conducted in dumb- 
show fashion. Nobody knew how things were going or 
standing, till the close of the day, when the record ran 
thus : — 

1st Ward : 4 Candidates. — ^William Bruce, manu- 
facturer, 301 votes ; William Graham, baker, 256 votes. 

2nd Ward : 9 Candidates. — Peter Esslemont, draper, 
754 votes ; Dr. John Wight, 544 votes ; David Mac- 
donald, merchant, 521 votes. The next in order : 
William Gordon, merchant ; Alexander Duffus, con- 
fectioner. 

3rd Ward : no contest. — Hugh Ross, merchant ; 
Charles Smith, merchant tailor. 

4th Ward : no contest. — George Donald, colour mer- 
chant ; George Jamieson, merchant. 

Lewis Smith had been re-elected Dean of Guild. 

Aberdeen now lost a divine whom many looked upon 
as a sort of character, though it would be somewhat dif- 
ficult to exactly say why this designation. The Reverend 
George Campbell, minister of Free North Church, got 
an enthusiastic call to Free Wynd Church, Glasgow. 
He was an earnest revivalist, and entered into his 
work with all his honest heart. Everybody conceded 
this, but — I write the words with all respect — there 
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was something odd in his fat, dumpy appearance, 
and he used to employ queer figures of speech. George 
Campbell was an engaging preacher, greatly liked by 
the more elderly and lowlier of his hearers. In his 
revival methods he would post himself on a chair in the 
middle of the Castlegate on Feeing Market Fridays, and 
in the course of his addresses would make uncalled- 
for personal references to any pretty well-known in- 
dividual who might be present in the crowd. I once 
came under Mr. Campbell's special attention in this re- 
spect. I did not appreciate the ministerial public notice, 
and so next morning my innings took this turn in the 
Herald : '* It so happens that it is the duty of some of 
us to be present whenever anything is doing regarding 
which the public have a right to be informed, and the 
Reverend Mr. Campbell must either be very ignorant of 
what constitutes a gentleman, or sadly wanting in that 
which is genuinely accepted as the characteristics of a 
Christian, when in a promiscuous assembly assembled in 
the Queen's highway he chooses to specify certain indi- 
viduals as standing in particular need of his admonition 
and intercession. Yesterday he expressed the wish — and 
in this he seemed in earnest — that some of those who, he 
said, came to criticise, would take down his words and 
spread them on the wings of the wind over all the earth. 
To be candid now, and being desirous to continue in the 
belief that Mr. Campbell's worst fault is that he is dread- 
fully mistaken in his notions as to the fitting manner of 
going about his Master's business — to be candid, we may 
just say, on good authority, that the unkindest thing we 
could possibly do to the reverend gentleman would be to 
put his words and thoughts, as spoken, into print ; and 
as this opinion may be true, we have resolved, for some 
time at least, not to be guilty of any such cruel act" But 
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notwithstanding this tiff Mr. Campbell and I remained 
good friends. I fancy he conceived that, seeing my 
psalmodic endeavom^, I was not such a bad chap after 
all — a kind of half-regenerated fellow-worker — a revival- 
ist He died suddenly in Glasgow in 1893, aged fifty- 
nine. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

Sir George Reid had now finished the presentation por- 
trait of Sir Alexander Anderson (see beginning of my 
second volume), and a deputation of the subscribers at- 
tended in the Coimcil Chamber to hand the fine work 
over to the keeping of the CounciL Mr. James Matthews, 
architect, was spokesman, and he discharged the duty 
with knowledge and good taste. Provost Leslie in a few 
remarks accepted the trust — ^the trust, he said, of " a noble 
and beautiful portrait which as a work of art by a native 
artist would remain to future generations as a test of the 
talent of Aberdeen ". The deputation consisted of fifteen 
leading citizens, but thinking them up, I cannot count one 
of the number amongst us now. 

Mr. J. W. Barclay was president of the Mechanics In- 
stitution, and at the annual meeting had a favourable 
story to tell. During the session there had been 791 
students, and there was a balance of income of £21 odds 
in hand. The library could now count 12,000 volumes. 

Mr. James Dyce Nicol, member for Kincardineshire, 
died in London in his sixty-seventh year. He was a most 
amiable gentieman, and much liked by his Ballogie and 

Badentoy tenants. George Osmond Tearle, a young 

handsome actor of much promise, was now leading man 
at the old theatre. He realised the assurance of his early 
efforts, and obtained much popularity in a wide range 

of characters. No player continuously commanded larger 
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audiences in Aberdeen than Osmond Tearle. I saw a 
good deal of him in private, and I never knew an actor 
more free of 

Envy, eldest bom of helL 

At the first meeting, 13th November, 1872, of the new 
Town Council, this is how the seats of office were filled : — 

Lord Provof^— WiUiam Leslie of Nethermnir. 



Robert Urquhart, Merchant. 
John Fraser, Bootmaker. 
William Daniel, Bnilder. 



Peter Esslemont, Draper. 
George Donald, Colour Merchant 
Hngh Ross, Merchant 

Offio^Bearers, 
D§a/n of QuUd—Ltwia Smith, BookseUer. 
City Treasurer— Pairick Cooper, Advocate. 
Master of Shoretoorks—Adam Mitchell, Bnilder. 
Matter of Kirk and Bridge Worke — ^James Walker, Grocer. 
Master of Afor/i/lca/tons— George Hutcheson, Com Merchant 
Master of OuUd Brethren's Hospitalr—Jsants Abel, Baker. 

CoundUors, 
William Findlay, Grocer. 
George Smart, Merchant. 
David Johnston, Physician. 



Henry Brechin, Moulder. 
John Ogilvie, Bookseller. 
James Paterson, Draper. 



William Bruce, Manufacturer. 
William Graham, Baker. 
John Wight. M.D. 
David Macdonald, Merchant. 
Charles Smith, Merchant Tailor. 
George Jamieson, Merchant 



The death of Dyce Nicol, M.P. for Kincardineshire, 
was immediately followed by the appearance of four, if 
not five, aspirants for the seat. Mr. Hercules Scott of 
Brotherton was first in the field ; then Sir George Balfour, 
K.C.B., an officer of distinction in Her Majesty's Navy 
who possessed some Northern ties. Mr. Alexander Baird 
of Urie and Mr. Badenach Nicolson of Glenbervie, were 
likewise occupying the minds of the constituency — but 
the sailor averring himself a staunch Liberal and sup- 
porter of the Government became the favourite. The 
election — ^the first in Scotland under the Ballot Act — 
took place quietly in the Sheriff's Room, Stonehaven, Sir 
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George being returned unopposed. Forfarshire next 

engaged attention, and created far more interest amongst 
us in Aberdeen than the Kincardineshire election. 
Mr. James W. Barclay of Auchlossan and his friends 
were fighting vigorously for power in that quarter, and 
they were victorious — ^the result being this : Mr. Barclay, 
1,481 ; Sir James Ramsay, 1,128 votes— majority, 353. 
In the afternoon the new member arrived at Aberdeen 
station, and was met by over 300 of his local admirers, 
prominent among them being Baillie Robert Urquhart. 

Mr. Barclay received an enthusiastic ovation. Dr. 

Robert J. Brown, Professor of Greek in Marischal College, 
was now missed. He had reached the fourscore, and 
might be named the meekest, the most retiring gentleman 
in the city. He was greatly respected by all classes — not 
least by the multitude of students to whom he had been 
a faithful teacher and adviser. 

Only once, so far as record goes, had excitement run 
so high amongst the University students over the ap- 
pointment of a Lord Rector as it did now when Mount- 
stuart Grant Duff retired. The two leading candidates 
— the eminent Professor Thomas Henry Huxley, and the 
most noble the Marquis of Huntly — had each a strong 
body of partisans, and the proceedings at the nomina- 
tion and election were almost riotous. Maitland Moir — a 
very superior student who became well known as a popu- 
lar local practitioner and member of the Town Council 
— upheld the claims of Huxley through "thick and 
thin," while the cause of Huntly obtained support from 
equally ardent young medicals, Thomas Napier being in 
front of the fray. The scene at the election was madly 
uproarious — free fights going on in every comer of the 
College quadrangle. Huxley's forces prevailed, and he 
was returned Rector. I remember seeing, after the fight. 
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his chief champion — Moir — ^who at the time was one of 
the Resident Medical Surgical Assistants at the Infirmary 
— being carried shoulder high by a crowd of students 
into the hospital with scarcely a rag of clothing upon 
his person. An able man, he threw too much energy 
into his restless life, and died in 1891 when he had only 
reached his forty-third year. 




CHAPTER XXin. 

Mr. William Gomersal, the successful offerer for the 
tenantship of Her Majesty's Opera House, opened the 
new house on the evening of 19th December, 1872. It 
was crowded — some fourteen hundred of an audience 
being present. He was to pay a rent of £550 for the 
first season , and £600 annually for a further term of f our 
years. Mr. Gomersal was a man of considerable theatri- 
cal experience, alike as actor and manager. He came 
here from the Theatre Royal, Sheffield, and presented a 
good company — the principals of which were Mr. James 
R. Gibson and Miss Marion Meadway. I had promised 
to write an introductory speech for the occasion and 
drafted an idea in rhyme, but not being accustomed to 
that form of " scrip " the new lessee could not trust his 
memory with the lines, so we built up a mixed prose 
effusion, the keynote of which was the following quota- 
tion by — I forget whom : — 

It was a bold attempt ; adventurons he 
Who in the first ship broke the unknown sea ! 
And leaving his dear native shore behind, 
Trusted his all to the inconstant wind. 

The reader, accepting our stranger manager as the 

** adventurous he,'* can easily guess how the prologue 

story ran, and the speaker, though most terribly nervous, 

got a warm reception. The opening piece — Bulwer 

Lytton's Lady of Lyons — ^went well, the players being 
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familiar with the text. Mr. Gibson as the hero Claude 
gained a gratifying success at once. He was not dowered 
with the handsome presence of Mr. Barry Sullivan, 
who charmed us all as the original Melnotte in Aberdeen, 
1854, as related in my first volume, but James Gibson 
was a finished elocutionist with a mellow musical voice, 
and all he did was distinguished by a marked grip of the 
character represented. His renderings of Scotch parts 
were delightful As the Baillie in Bob Boy it might be 
questioned if he had a superior on the stage. Gibson 
was a player of bright intelligence, and acquitted himself 
always well as leading man. In his younger days he had 
been a wood carver in Aberdeen, and so he now received 
the favour justly due to an accomplished townsman. All 
round Mr. Gomersal's company proved acceptable and 
matters went smoothly along. He remained with us for 
a number of years when he flitted to Worcester and died 
there in 1902, aged seventy years. 

William Buchanan, author of an interesting small 
volume entitled Olimpses of Olden Days in Aberdeen, died 
in his seventy-second year. By trade a weaver, he was 
a man of superior intelligence and much uprightness of 
character. He had worked side by side with William 
Thom, the Inverurie poet, and had many stories anent that 
gifted mortal. 

To those who remember Tom Ryder in his palmy 
days as principal comedian under his father's manage- 
ment in Marischal Street, the news of his death in the 
City Poorhouse at this time was received with a feeling 
of mixed pitifulness. There is no unkindness in saying 
that the event was a relief to the poor fellow himself as 
well as to the friends of former times who regretted his 
fall. On the stage Tom was a very versatile performer : on 
the street, in his early days, *' a buck," dressing elegantly. 
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and mounted not infrequently on a handsome steed. He 
was whipped in the Lemon Tree Hotel by the famous 
Captain Barclay of Ury for some statement regarding 
two professional ladies, sisters, and from that date he 
lost all pride in himself. He sank, sank, but even as a 
beggar he was polite and gentlemanly in his broken 
way. He was sixty years at his death, the last thirty of 
which had been spent in alternate fits of over-indulgence 
and remorse. Alas, poor Tom ! 

Banchory-Teman held Hogmanay in laying the 
foundation-stone of its new Town Hall. The pretty 
little Deeside village made itself becomingly gay for the 
occasion, a number of the masonic craft giving brotherly 
help in the doings. Grand Master Doctor Robert Beve- 
ridge, Aberdeen, was chief actor, the right principal in the 
right place. At the dinner, another very proper man pre- 
sided — ^Major William B. Ferguson, secretary of the local 
railway, of whom our notes already speak. He was fit- 
tingly supported by the lively, liberal-minded young Laird 
of Craigmyle, much devoted in those days — perhaps still — 
to the drama, Thomas Davidson, the other croupier, 
was a very popular denizen of St. Teman and ten miles 
round, being village plumber, precentor and provost. 
" Tom " was good in the lateran, and, undoubtedly, in the 
seat we presently see him, the most effective exponent I 
ever heard of John Harrison's fine song. The Smith's a 
Gallant Fireman. For this manly ditty, turn to my 
second volume. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Early in the new year — 1873— the nations were, one 
and all, concerned over the death of the erstwhile 
Emperor of France — Napoleon the Third. He had 
undergone an operation for lithotrity and survived 
only one week, dying on the 9th January, at the age 
of sixty-five. Publicly and privately there was great 
diversity of opinion regarding the departed ex-monarch. 
" The story of a life stranger than fiction had closed in 
sorrow, suffering and desolation." The deceased had 
lived for some time at Chislehurst, Kent, and there he 
died and was buried in the Roman Catholic Church of 
that little English village. His latest word was " Sedan " 
— the historic scene of his downfall at the close of the 
Franco-German War. Great sympathy was expressed 
for the stricken Empress — a sympathy that still lives in 
all kindly hearts. She had lost an Empire, and now her 
husband ; six years later, she lost her only son, killed 
in Zululand. In her early widowhood Eugenie resided 
on Upper Deeside near to Queen Victoria at Balmoral. 
When living there, retired from the world, it was very 
touching to mark the reverential manner in which the 
country folks and villagers used to manifest their feeling 
as the once great, happy and beautiful lady went to and 
from the humble Roman Catholic Chapel at Braemar. 

There was no lack of local entertainments when the 
new year came in. Both the theatres — ^the old under 
Mr. Edward Price, the new under Mr. William Gomersal 

(92) 



1873] THE HARBOUR BOARD 93 

— ^were beguiling their patrons with fitting pantomimic 
fare, and there was an excellent panorama of Ireland 
at the Mechanics Hall, illustrated with song and dance 
by a clever body of Irish minstrels. 

The members of the Harbour Board were engaged 
in a lively performance of their own. William Dyce 
Cay had been appointed resident engineer in 1867, at 
a yearly salary of £400. In 1871 the sum was made 
£500, and now he applied for £1,000 with permission 
to employ two days weekly in private work. There 
was a great amount of controversy over the matter, 
but eventually he got an advance making his salary 
£800. The private work arrangement was dropped. 
Mr. Cay was considered a very capable and independent 
official. 

Some excitement was created at this date amongst 
our sport-loving spirits by the formation of an Aberdeen- 
shire Coursing Club. The promoters embraced the 
following gentlemen as office-bearers : Patron, Mr. 
Udny of Udny ; President, Captain Leith-Hay ; Vice- 
President, Mr. H. M. Pirie, Seaton House. Committee : 
Messrs. James Cochran, Little Haddo ; H. D. Adam- 
son, Balquham, Alford ; John Wight, Aberdeen ; Alex- 
ander Cook, Jr., Aberdeen ; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Thomas 
Wilsone, solicitor. The meetings were held on fields 

in the Ellon and Foveran districts. There now was 

strong but friendly competition in Marischal Street 
and Guild Street in the sock and buskin line. In the 
old theatre Barry Sullivan was playing a round of his 
favourite characters, while the new house had been 
well attended to witness Charles Dillon, an actor of first- 
rate ability. ^The Free Church lost one of its great 

men at this time — ^the Reverend Dr. Thomas Guthrie. 
No one of the party was better liked or more popular 



94 ABERDEEN REMINISCENCES [1873 

in Aberdeen than the tall, eloquent, homely minister 
of Old Greyfriars, Edinburgh. He died at St. Leonard's- 
on-Sea, 24th February, 1873, aged seventy. 

Two new local enterprises were pushing ahead — ^the 
Jute Company and the Cemetery Company, both present- 
ing reliable Boards of Directors. Lord Provost Leslie ; 
Mr. John Miller, Sandilands ; Mr. James Milne, shipowner, 
and other well-known citizens were at the head of the 
fibrous combination, with Messrs. Edmonds & Macqueen 
as legal guides ; while Mr. William Paul, advocate, was 
devoting his best energies to the AUenvale undertaking, 
among the principals of which were Ex-Provost Nicol ; 
Mr. William Yeats of Auquhamey ; Mr. Alexander 
Davidson of Desswood ; Baillie Donald and Dean 
Jamieson. The two enterprises continue flourishing. 

Matters educational now engaged absorbing attention 
over the whole country. The Act for the creation of 
School Boards was coming into force, and churchmen 
and churchwomen were preparing for action. Aberdeen 
Town Council had fixed Saturday, 29th March, for carry- 
ing out the election, and preparatory arrangements were 
formulating everywhere. A public meeting of the citizens 
was held in the Music Hall on 8th March, when about 500 
of those qualified to vote attended. Lord Provost Leslie, 
who had been appointed Returning Officer, presided. 
Opinions were freely and temperately exchanged as to 
the best and most economical method of going to work. 
From the outset it was clearly seen that religious feeling 
would predominate in the trial of strength for power in 
the Board, and taking this delicate element into account 
the proceedings were throughout conducted with a cool- 
ness and unanimity very creditable to all concerned. The 
Bible and the Catechism were in the mouths of every- 
body — were they to be used in the public schools ? On 
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this important point the Established and Free Churches 
were at one. The secularists were, however, a strong 
body, and they did not by any means agree in this finding, 
and so the public teaching of religion proved the great 
bone of contention in the formation of a Board. But 
it was wonderful how considerately matters were gone 
about What turned out to be the right keynote was 
struck at the very commencement, a general desire pre- 
vailing that a contested election should, if at all possible, 
be avoided. At the meeting in the Music Hall Baillie 
Robert Urquhart (United Presbyterian) and Mr. William 
Yeats (Church of Scotland) proposed and seconded a 
motion for the nomination of a body of some forty repre- 
sentative citizens of all denominations from which the 
Board of thirteen members should be selected. The 
different Church bodies held meetings with this resolution 
in view. The introduction of the Bible was accepted, the 
use of the Catechism not insisted upon. There was a 
sufficient amount of editorial comment and newspaper 
letter criticism, but unheedingly time brought about the 
election of Aberdeen first School Board in varied colour 
and undoubted power : — 

Votes. 
Rev. Dr. Walter McGilvray, Gilcomston Free Church 7,570 
William Henderson, Shipowner (Free Church) 6,013 
Professor John Black, Aberdeen University (Established Church) 5,039 
Rev. Dr. James Lumsden, Principal, Free Church College 4,805 
Professor Dr. W. Robinson Pirie, Aberdeen University (Estab- 
lished Church) 4,167 

William Rose, Shipowner (Free Church) 3,673 

David McHardy, Ironmonger (Free Church) .... 3,469 
Professor Alexander Bain, Aberdeen University (Established 

Church) 2,947 

Right Rev. Bishop Suther, D.C.L. (Episcopal Church) 2,888 

William Forsyth, Editor, Journal (Established Church) 2,737 

Rev. John Sutherland, Roman Catholic Clergyman . 2,609 

Alexander D. Milne, Merchant (Free Church) .... 2,469 

Alexander Simpson, Advocate (Established Church) 2,366 
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Of these thirteen members, nine were in favour of 
religious instruction from the Bible being given in the 
schools ; one — Mr. Milne — was in favour of the reading 
of the Bible simply ; while only one of six candidates 
in favour of the separation of religious from secular 
instruction was returned — Professor Bain. 

At the first meeting of the Board, as above constituted, 
held on 10th April, Professor Bain moved. Professor 
Lumsden seconding, that the Rev. Dr. Pirie be appointed 
Chairman. Agreed unanimously. Mr. Alexander Simpson, 
advocate, was appointed secretary ad interim to the 
Board. He stated that he was not to be a candidate for 
the position permanently, and in a couple of months or 
so Mr. Thomas Hector, cashier. Great North of Scotland 
Railway, was on the motion of Rev. Dr. Pirie, seconded 
by Principal Lumsden, unanimously elected to the office. 
For over thirty years now (1904) Mr. Hector has worked 
in his important post with a success that has gained the ap- 
probation of every changing Board, and won for himself 
a high place, indeed, amongst the School Board officials 
of Scotland. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

Several highly esteemed citizens disappeared from their 

wonted places about this period. Mr. Neil Smith, junior, 

died 6th March in his seventy-first year. Having spoken 

in a previous part of my jottings of this gentleman it is 

only necessary to add here that he continued constant in 

good deeds to the last. Mr. Robert Farquhar Spottis- 

wood, advocate, was a like-minded familiar. There 

was scarcely a philanthropic movement amongst us to 

which the genial, forceful Laird of Muiresk did not give 

liberal countenance, while his efforts to reclaim fallen 

women — efforts in which he was devotedly aided by his 

wife — and his work in connection with the children of the 

Industrial Schools, were earnest, loving and successful to 

a degree not easily described. He was about sixty when 

he died. Dr. George G. Brown was one of the 

daintiest, merriest little men that ever made " sunshine 

in a shady place". He had long filled the post of 

Inspector of Hospitals, Bengal, and was a son of a 

former Principal of Marischal College. He took a warm 

interest in our Royal Infirmary, and had entered the 

seventies at the time of his death. Reference to the 

Infirmary leads me to note that an effort was being made in 

London and elsewhere in England to recognise the worthy 

doings of the Reverend Canon Miller, in connection with 

the establishment of an '* Hospital Sunday " in every city 

of the United Kingdom. The promoters claimed that 

97 7 



98 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1873 

such an institution had existed in Birmingham for thirteen 
years and continued in active operation there. I felt it 
my duty, on the score alone of accuracy of dates, to write 
the Times — ^in the columns of which the matter was 
appearing — ^that " Infirmary Sunday " had been a recog- 
nised institution in Aberdeen for well on to a century. 
I gave proof of this by extracts from firmly recorded 
minutes of our charity thus : " The tx>oks of this Infirm- 
ary show that since 1784, the first Sunday of every year 
has been faithfully observed in this city as a day bringing 
with it the duty and privilege of the congregations of all 
denominations publicly and simultaneously contributing 
to the funds of the charity ". Printed annual reports giving 
the money church collections accompanied my letter, 
and some controversy took place, the promoters of the 
Birmingham claim holding that Aberdeen confined its 
operations to the Infirmary alone while the English move- 
ment was to embrace all hospitals. Accept that argument 
who may, the priority of Aberdeen in commencing the 
" first Sunday " movement could not be challenged. 
There was room for regret that the Canon Miller recog- 
nition was, so far as I ever saw, not prosecuted. 

Matters had been going so satisfactorily at the theatre 
that the season ran on till May when Mr. James R. 
Gibson, the leading man, took a farewell benefit. The 
play was Bob Boy, at the close of which the beneficiary 
spoke, in the character of the Baillie, the following lines 
with a feeling and effect that moved an immense audience 
to a high state of enthusiasm : — 

Ma consdence ! Helen ? Rab ? They a' are gane, 
And left the Baillie, Uatelike, here alane ! 
I'm in a swither : sail I rin or bide ? 
There's nae place hereaboot whaar ane micht hide, 
Nae open door, a press, or handy lum — 

[Speaking to ancient member of the orchestra. 
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Man, ye micht stow's awa' within yonr drum ! 
He shaks his heid : na, that cock winna fecht ! 
And I'm in sair distress wi' doonricht fricht 
A Baillie fear't ! There's nae man here my foe ? 
Sail I then, coo'rd like, flee ? Ma conscience— no ! 

[Taking off wig, etc, andadvaneing tofoot-lighU, 

Ladies and Gbntlbhbn,— 
With the Poet and the Painter ye have lingered o'er " Langsyne," 
While the Actor lent his meed of Art, and Music— gift divine — 
Made melody with voice and string to win the willing ear, 
To stir the sympathetic soul, and wake responsive tear ; 
Ye have followed at the Wizard's call by mountain, lake and stream, 
Till in fancy 'neath his conjuring there passed a living dream — 
A vanish'd page of olden days, but ah ! how potent still 
To fan the flame in Scottish breast that time nor change can chiU : 
Then while the charm of plaid and pipe, the tartan, snood and plume 
Hangs round ye like an incense sweet of heath and hill perfume — 
While yet these feelings pulse and sway — Pardon if I intrude 
To offer — ^not as Actor now — a full heart's gratitude. 

No : not the Mime or Actor, it is the man would speak. 
If fitting words might form and flow, though words indeed are weak 
To utter hall the debt of thanks I at your feet could lay : 
The heart is rich in eloquence— the Ups but poor to pay. 

Not now as Mountebank or King — Belphegor or Ma^th — 
I conjure with the ball and bowl, do battle to the death ; 
Not now as MelnoU&t Borneo, I dream of naught but love, 
Rave of " sweet orange groves, soft lutes," and " kiss my lady's glove " ; 
Not now as auld John Howieson, I rescue good King James, 
And " fin' mysel* clean oot o' breath " 'mang courtly knights and dames ; 
Not now I woo leal Jeannie Deans, as pauky Dumbiedykee, 
Or brag wi' Dandie Dinmont o' his terriers and his tykes ; 
Not now doon Glasgow Gallowgate, wi* Mattie I step gaily, 
A portrait from langsyne re-framed, " a hale Sautmarket Baillie ". 
The tinsel, paint and spangles, the trappings of my art. 
From these I borrow touch nor trick to aid my present part. 
That part the man's true character— Pardon, nor deem me rude, 
In offering — ^not as Actor now— a full heart's gratitude. 

I look up into your faces with a pleased and proud surprise, 
I can see a wealth of kindness beaming from your generous eyes ; 
My ears drink in with eager joy yonr hand and voice aodaim — 
And I feel I'm not unworthy all to bear the honoured name 
Of true-bom son of Bon-Accord — for dear, aye dear to me 
Is the ever brave and comely ** Silver City by the Sea ". 



263119B 



100 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1873 

Ah ! oft, my friends when wandering far fond thonght would yearning 

roam 
Back to the scenes of early days, my own beloved home. 
And when the fight was hard and long, when Faith*s lamp fUcker'd 

low, 
When the fntwre seemed an emptiness, Fortune a jealous foe. 
Some pitying angel whispered me—" Still onward, upward press ! *' — 
Then Hope's bright star arose and shone upon a night like thi§ t 

[Ths Prompter's heU rings. 
The Prompter calls : And this his cue—" No longer, sir, intrude, 
To offer such poor tribute of a full heart's gratitude ". 

Then, friends, adieu ! Whatever my fate, whate*er my lot may tie. 
There's nought can rend my longings from " the City by the Sea ". 
And when I dare forget this scene — ^the halo it hath flung 
About my path — then I'll forget my ain auld mither tongue. 
The road to fame the Actor treads is a steep and slippery brae. 
But your voices like a trumpet shall herald me on the way ; 
By you to-night I feel love's might girt round me as a sword, 
To strive, wait, serve-~soul, brain and nerve — for home, for Bon- 
Accord. 

WUspers were circulating regarding a new line of 
railway from Aberdeen to Banchory along the south side 
of the Dee to cost £80,000, but no practical steps were 
taken. The same fate befel a proposed line to Skene. 
It was to start from Culter station of the Great North, 
and run along the bumside to the ghost-haunted loch. 

Lovers of billiards were interested in a visit of two 

of the greatest living exponents of that fine game — ^Messrs. 
Roberts and Cook. They met in the Union Hall Buildings, 
their programme including a game of 1,000 up ; the best 
of nine games at pyramids, and a display of hand-tricks 
with the balls. There was some beautiful play, and the 
tricks with the balls were greatly admired. The attend- 
ance was not encouraging. Mr. Charles Halle and 

Madame Normann-Neruda gave a piano and violin concert 
which delighted a crowded upper-ten audience. The 

pieces performed were all of the classical order. 

Politicians were engrossed with Mr. Gladstone's Irish 



1873] REV. THOMAS DEWAR 101 

University Bill which had been defeated in the House 
of Commons by the narrow majority of 287 to 284 
votes. 

At the opening of the current Circuit Court a very 
melancholy feeling was awakened by the startlingly 
sudden death of the Reverend Thomas Dewar, minister 
of the South Parish Church. It was the reverend gentle- 
man's turn to officiate at the opening of the Court, and he 
had hastened from his home in the morning for this duty. 
He was scarcely seated awaiting the judge — Lord Deas 
— when he was seized with illness and almost immedi- 
ately expired. Mr. Dewar was an exceedingly kind 
gentleman, much respected by his congregation. He 
came to Aberdeen at the time of the Disruption, 1843, 
and had laboured earnestly and faithfully in the South 
Church till his death. A very large company, which in- 
cluded the Magistrates and members of the Town Council, 
attended the funeral to Nellfield, and on Sunday a con- 
gregation of over 2,000 people assembled to hear the 
funeral sermon. It was a very able and touching one — 
the preacher the Reverend John Vatt, the eloquent pastor 

of Fetteresso. ^Another pretty well-known man was no 

more — ^Dr. George Tulloch of Bellevue Academy, Crown 
Street. This gentleman had long been a successful 
teacher, his pupils being mostly sons of the better-to-do 

classes. The Doctor was close on seventy years. But 

a much further advanced in life citizen left us — the 
venerable William McKinnon of Spring Garden Iron- 
works. He had reached ninety-six, and was supposed 

to be Aberdeen's oldest inhabitant A more-spoken-of 

gentleman than any one of the foregoing was also no 
more — ^Hugh Eraser Leslie of Powis, whose name and 
active proclivities have already received comment. He 
was very outspoken in his utterances, but exceedingly 
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good-hearted. ^The Free East Church people— 738 

members and adherents — ^joined in a call to the Reverend 
James Selkirk, Galashiels. He accepted and became 
popular — so also did the Reverend James Keith Duncan, 
assistant at Dairy, whom the South Parish congregation 
elected to be their spiritual overseer. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

The competitions amongst the different '' bands " of school 
children for the prizes offered by Mr. James talker, 
wine merchant, had been proceeding with ardonr and 
now came to a public exhibition. It took place in the 
Music Hall when 600 daintily dressed boys and girls 
contended for the prizes. These ranged from £2 2s. to 
£10 10s. The singing of select simple pieces in parts 
did much credit to the various teachers and the youthful 
vocalists. Sheriff John Dove Wilson, in presenting the 
prizes, gave an interesting address, and the meeting was 
an exceedingly pleasant and instructive one. Indeed, 
this may well be said of all like meetings over which in 
his non-official capacity the same gentleman presided. 
Without ever making himself unduly conspicuous, Sheriff 
Wilson was so cool and courteous a business man, so 
fair and considerate in the performance of his judicial 
duties, that the public placed great faith in his learning 
and judgment. He came to Aberdeen in 1870 and held 
his Sheriffship till 1890 when failing health caused his 
retirement. Sheriff Dove Wilson was Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Infirmary during the im- 
portant improvements and extension of the hospital, and 
I had much pleasant intercourse with his Lordship during 
that period. 

A good deal of excellent cricket was seen this season. 

The Tay Club came from Dundee and met the Aberdeen- 
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shire at Mannofield. Our homesters in their first and 
only innings made 162 runs, of which W. Gibb had 27 ; 
A. C. Keith, 24 ; and J. F. Lumsden, 20. The Dundee 
fielding was very loose — ^the extras numbering 50 of their 
under a century score. ^In a trial between Aberdeen- 
shire and the University the former totalled 116, the 
students following with 137, of which J. J. Wilmot con- 
tributed 90 not out. The Northern Counties players in 
their match with the Aberdeenshire ran up only 78 
and 38, while the home club were lucky in recording 217. 
Of these V. Gibb scored 54 ; J. F. Lumsden, 32 ; Frank 
Jamieson, 25 ; J. H. Anderson, 12. A. R. Dunbar bowled 
with deadly effect for Aberdeenshire, taking eleven of 

the wickets. Swimming matches were again popular in 

the Dee. 

The summer annual inspection of the City Rifle 
Battalion saw 656 members on the Links. Colonel 
Dawson was inspecting officer and the other mounted 
officers were Lieutenant-Colonel Jopp, Major Simpson, 
Captain Douglass Duncan and Adjutant Crane. The total 

strength of the battalion at this date was given at 764. 

The Vapinschaw was not favoured with good weather ; the 
shooting, therefore, was indifferent — the competition for 
the Queen's Cup being considered the poorest ever made. 
Private Dawson, Inverurie, was declared winner with a 
score of 16 points, and as this corps carried the Aber- 
deenshire Bugle they — known in the past as the Fighting 
Tenth — ^regained something of their former reputation. 
The artillery competition was not finished, the sea ran so 

high. ^Old George Grossmith gave an enjoyable lecture 

— The Comic Side of Life — and also, by arrangement, en- 
tertained the residents at Elmhill House and the Asylum. 
What a long time this clever family have been before the 
public ! I have a note that Master B. Grossmith, six years 
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of age, and a brother, " The Young Roscius," were per- 
forming at our theatre in 1833. 

Much consideration and labour had for months been 
devoted to putting things in proper order for the opening 
of the local Fine Arts Exhibition. The fact can be safely 
recorded that the ablest and most influential men in the 
city and county were taking part in the educative under- 
taking. They did not spare themselves. In particular. 
Colonel Thomas Innes of Leamey ; Mr. Charles E. Dal- 
rymple of Kinellar Lodge ; Ex-Provost John Webster ; 
Mr. H. M. Pirie, Seaton House ; Ex-Provost Alexander 
Nicol ; Mr. John F. White, grain merchant — ^were untiring 
in their efforts to make the Exhibition a success. AU the 
principal proprietors in the quarter willingly lent the best 
and choicest of their artistic treasures — paintings, en- 
gravings, plate, coins, curios, to grace the walls, tables, 
etc. , of the Municipal and County Hall and the Committee 
Rooms. The extent and variety of the exhibits were 
attractive, rare, instructive and costly. The opening 
ceremonial took place on Friday, 1st August — Lord 
Provost William Leslie in the chair. There was a large 
and representative assemblage of ladies and gentlemen 
present, and several appropriate speeches were made. 
The Exhibition was well attended and remained open for 
several months. 

At this date Mr. James Baird of Auchmedden put 
into the charge of a body of Trustees the munificent sum 
of £500,000, to be applied for religious purposes in con- 
nection with the Church of Scotland. 



CHAPTER XXVIL 

Benachie in particular, and Aberdeen throughout a 
much wider area than the proverbial "twal miles 
roon," were keenly interested in the settlement of a 
minister at Chapel of Garioch. The Reverend G. W. 
Sprott was called to North Berwick, and Sir James 
Dalrymple Elphinstone presented the Reverend Robert 
talker Mackersy to the vacant Garioch charge. This 
gentleman had, some years previously, been assistant to 
the Reverend Dr. James Forsyth, West Parish, Aberdeen. 
He was quite as capable a preacher as a good many of 
his brethren, but was never fortunate enough to attain to 
popularity. Somehow or other the Chapel of Garioch 
Auld Kirk folk were sorely against his pulpit appear- 
ances, and quite a volume of objections were raised. The 
sound grew as it circulated, the result being that the 
Presbytery had to take up the matter. This they did over 
at least half-a-dozen long meetings in the Parish Church. 
About a score of witnesses were called, and not a littie of 
the evidence was of the gossipy country-side character. 
There was an unspoken parish belief that the presenta- 
tion had been made more on account of the minister's 
wife than the preacher himself. And there might, without 
much hurt, have been some truth in this. The lady was 
the daughter of a well-known Aberdonian, Mr. Arthur 
Thomson, was a lovely singer, and could have exercised 

no small amount of good through her musical gifts. The 
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Reverend W. L. Davidson, the fast-coming-into-notice 
young minister of Bourtie, presided as moderator, and 
the contending legal agents were Messrs. Charles Duncan 
and Arthur D. Morice for the presentee, while Mr. 
Oswald Prosser, one of the very ablest of the Aberdeen 
Court agents, maintained the cause of the people. (He 
died in 1885 at the too early age of forty-four.) The 
Chapel ^f Garioch case came to an end after months of 
hearing in a finding against the presentee. But he after- 
wards obtained Craiglockhart near Edinburgh, and one 
Sunday forenoon, stepping with a friend from the adjacent 4 ^ ^ / >-" "* 
Hydropathic, into the little church, it was pleasant to hear 
an instructive discourse from Mr. Mackersy, and to find his 
accomplished wife presiding at the harmonium and lead- 
ings with a small choir, the psalmody. The experience 
took my companion and self back to old West Church 
days. 

Two important cricket engagements have to be 
noticed. The Marylebone London Club sent an eleven 
of their members — including Shaw and Appleby, pro- 
fessionals — on a tour. They came as far north as Aber- 
deen and met a team of fifteen of our players. The total 
of the scoring stood thus : — 

Marylebone Qnb .... 113 and 149 « 262. 
Aberdeenshire .... 36 and 62 » 98. 

The bowling was very deadly, as may be guessed when 
J. F. Lumsden could only get 2 and 3 ; W. Peppe, 16 and 
; Manson, and 28. The Aberdeen professional {'' good 
old Andrew ") was at his best and earned much credit. 
The cricket attraction of the time, however, was the visit 
of the South of England United Eleven to play twenty-two 
of the Scottish North-Eastem Counties. The match had 
awakened much expectation — ^the great W, G. Grace, the 
champion, whose doings with the bat were within the 
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knowledge of every cricketer old and young, being 
captain of the coming team. Moreover, Lillywhite and 
Southerton, the famous bowlers, with Jupp, equally ad- 
mired for his wicket-keeping, were amongst the United 
Eleven. It was a three days* match, the weather was 
just middling and the turn-out of spectators fairly good. 
The following were the figures : — 

Soath ol England .... 96 and 102 = 198 
Northern Counties 135 and 64^199 

with six wickets to fall. While the match created a vast 
amount of interest, there was nothing like what was ex- 
pected in the play. Grace made but 28 and 6 — his 
brother G. F. doing better, 30 and 22. The Northern 
Counties twenty-two made no special stand individually. 
R. Kemp (Perth) with 32 and 6 was the highest scorer, 
Mr. J. King, the Aberdeen student, coming next with 10 
and 12. J. F. Lumsden, as captain, and J. B. Manson, 
as wicket-keeper, won deserved credit for their watchful 
efforts in these important posts. Galbraith (I think he 
was the Arbroath professional) proved the most success- 
ful bowler on the side of the winners. Southerton told 
me he was the best man with the ball the English Eleven 
had met in Scotland. 

About this period Aberdeen had to regret the loss by 
death of the Reverend John Wilson of the North Parish 
Church. He came to the town just after the Disruption of 
1843, and found an almost empty building. There were 
not thirty heads of families attending. Mr . Wilson's forte 
was outdoor visiting, and when in 1870 he gave up the 
active duties of his charge there was 1,200 communicating 

members. He had attained the fourscore. Clever 

kindly " Alick Laing,'' pianist, was taken away in his early 
prime — ^twenty-eight. From the inception of the Choral 
Union he had been an active member of the body, and at 
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his death held the honourable post of organist. " Alick " 
was a special favourite, and did worthy service to music 

amongst us. Another young native of the city " passed 

the narrow bounds": Dr. John Murray, son of Mr. 
Andrew Murray, advocate, died in London when he had 
just reached thirty. This gifted gentleman distinguished 
himself highly at Aberdeen University, and had won a 
secure place as a rising physician and lecturer in the metro- 
polis. The Medical Times, in recording John Murray's 
death, said " No sadder story has it been our lot to tell " 
— and other like tributes were paid to his worth. '*It 
may be questioned," said one writer, " whether there was 
another man in London of any profession of his age who 
had anything like the number of friends John Murray 
had." He was buried in Nellfield, and his memory is 
kept green at our University through the annual presen- 
tation of a gold medal to the foremost student in the 
" Murray Scholarship " competition. The gift was estab- 
lished by public subscription. There were few, if any, 

better known agriculturists in the North of Scotland than 
Mr. Robert Walker, farmer and land surveyor. Port- 
lethen. In his dual calling he was, indeed, a busy busi- 
ness man, busy ever, and much trusted by laird and 
labourer alike. When I threw past chisel and hammer 
in the forties to venture my all with pen and pencil, Mr. 
Walker was, in connection with Banchory Parochial 
Board, one of my kindest, most encouraging friends, and 
so I have good reason to keep him in remembrance. 

He passed away at the allotted threescore and ten. 

Mr. Lewis Smith, known far and near amongst us as our 
biggest bookseller, a much-respected member of the Town 
Council, and most worthy Dean of Guild, now retired 
from business. Mr. Smith has already found place in 
my pages. Let me just add that, relinquishing the Dean 



no ABERDEEN REMINISCENCES [1873 

of Guildship, he became a Baillie, and that he was sub- 
sequently Treasurer of the City for three years (1874-7). 
He died on 24th October, 1880, aged seventy-six. His 
family consisted of ten sons and four daughters. He 
was succeeded as Dean of Guild by his son-in-law, Mr. 
Alexander Walker, merchant, who has also obtained 
record herein. 

At the October meeting of the Town Council the 
Special Committee appointed anent utilisation of the 
city sewage reported the result of their labours. They 
found that from the terms put upon the land required at 
Seaton and near the Links it would not be advisable to 
proceed with the scheme. It was accordingly abandoned. 

[4th June, 1904. — ^To-day sad disaster befel our 
wielders of the willow. Aberdeenshire and Forfarshire 
met on the ground of the latter at Forthill to contend 
for the Northern Scottish Counties Championship. The 
match was looked forward to with much interest and hope 
in Aberdeen, and a selected eleven of satisfactory strength 
were sent southward on the morning of the meeting. The 
team included the two gentlemen — Messrs. Webster and 
Scharenguivel — ^who earned so much credit to their club 
and themselves in the League match with Stirlingshire 
which I have briefly recorded under date 5th July, 1902. 
Taken all round, these two fine cricketers were esteemed 
our very best men, but alack ! the proverbial uncertainty 
of cricket now dogged their doings. This was their re- 
spective figures of 1902 — ^Webster, 114; Scharenguivel, 
105 not out. To-day, 1 and 5 ! There is lamentation at 
Mannofield, for thus sayeth the score sheet — Forfarshire, 
371 ; Aberdeenshire, 86 ! The only players on our side 
who got into double figures were Johnson (professional) , 30, 
and Harvey Smith (a most promising all-round cricketer), 
13 and 7 not out.] 



CHAPTER XXVm. 

Rumours of a general election set politicians on the alert« 
Mr, Farley Leith came and addressed a very large meet- 
ing of his constituents in the Music Hall, Provost Leslie 
presiding. His reception was all that his friends could 
desire. He was equally fortunate when at the request of 
the members of the Bon- Accord Swimming Club he took 
the chair at their annual meeting, Mr. Leith had here 
the advantage of being introduced in a happy speech by 
Sheriff Dove Wilson, and he kept up the genial feeling by 
telling how he had learned his own girls to swim. He 
would have no lady have anything to do with a young 
fellow who couldn't swim, and he therefore wished the 
Bon-Accord Club every success in their life-preserving 
work. The honourable member made a thorough hit 
when, in conclusion, he recited with attractive action and 
fitting accent the famous Shakespearian speech of Cassius 
anent Julius Caesar crossing the Tiber : — 

" For once upon a raw and gusty day/' etc. 

This apt elocutionary effort quite brought down the 
house. Mr. Badenach Nicolson of Glenbervie began 
and carried on a very spirited canvass throughout Kin- 
cardineshire — ^boldly proclaiming himself at the start a 
Conservative out-and-out. The farmers liked him per- i 

sonally, but his politics, they said, " were against their . 

grain!" 

(Ill) 
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"With the close of October the approaching municipal 
elections began to get attention, but there was little con- 
cern as to candidates. As one of these gentlemen re- 
marked, ''the municipal breezes were blowing very 
silently, and very smoothly, and they had nothing but 
the ordinary machinery of the town to keep in motion ". 
The Ward meetings consequently passed off quietly, 
though there was no lack of speechifying regarding the 
proposed slaughter-house scheme, the Guildry question, 
the projected water reservoir, spirit licences, and the 
price of gas. Several new men were brought forward 
and voted upon, but little alteration took place. Peace 
accordingly prevailed at the first meeting of the new 
Council. 

Mr. George Collie, warehouseman, but better known 
as " Morkeu," the desirable and elevated residence which 
he built at Ctdts, died at the age of eighty-four, upholding 
honourably the name of a typical Scot ; plodding in habit, 
plain in address, upright in character. He had a family 
of able sons established in Manchester, who were much 
heard of during the American Civil War through their 
blockade steamer running ventures. Unfortunately the 
firm collapsed. ^The sporting projectors of the Aber- 
deen Coursing Club were also at a standstill, having to 
advertise their regret that " in consequence of the scarcity 
of hares they were obliged to postpone the meetings". 

The Reverend Dr. Taylor, the popular minister of 

Crathie Parish Kirk, where Queen Victoria regularly 
worshipped, accepted a call to Momingside Church, 
Edinburgh. A ctdtured gentleman, he made himself very 
much liked by his Deeside congregation. ^The Infirm- 
ary managers and the Local Authority were at " logger- 
heads" regarding the admission of cases of infectious 
diseases into the hospital. The managers, backed by the 
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medical and surgical staff, were entirely against the 
desire of the Authority to receive and treat fevers, small- 
pox, etc., and the subject was much debated. An old 
dwelling-house in Spa Street was purchased and fitted 
up for the reception of zymotic cases, and the result, in 
time, was the erection and equipment of Aberdeen City 
Hospital adjacent to the Links. 

Stumps had been drawn, bat, ball and bail put past 
for the season, but our local cricketers were jubilant over 
the fact that one of their number, Mr. A. G. "Wilcocks, a 
young graduate of our University, had won the first place 
in the trying Indian Medical Board examination just over 
in London. He was a most formidable batsman — a fore- 
token, it may be said, of what we personally see (season 
1904) at Mannofield Ground, where Scharenguivel is in 

his best form. In the Fergus O'Connor and Chartist 

days Archibald Macdonald was often heard about in our 
local political strifes. He was a flaxdresser by trade 
and a man of superior intelligence. He could debate 
well on any public subject engaging attention, and when 
in 1841 he contested the Elgin Burghs against Sir Andrew 
Leith Hay and Mr. Duff of Haddo, he actually addressed 
the electors in a speech of two hours* duration ! He died 
now at the age of seventy-seven and was buried in the 
Town's churchyard. 

The Duke of Edinburgh's marriage was approaching 
and preparations were being made to honour the event. At 
the closing meeting of the Town Council for the year, a tiff 
took place over a report presented by the Lord Provost 
in which it was proposed that the celebrations should 
include a public banquet in the Music Hall, and a dis- 
play of fireworks on the Inches. Councillors Ogilvie and 
Macdonald had nothing to say against the feasting, but 

the firing business was, to them, just a useless throwing 

8 
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away of money and they strongly objected* On a divi- 
sion, however, the report was carried by sixteen votes to 
eight, so our city rulers were loyal to the last of 1873. 

The fine villa and grounds of Morkeu, Cults, re- 
ferred to a page or two back, were acquired about this 
time by Mr. Alexander Forbes, warehouseman. Queen 
Street. This gentleman was one of the best known of our 
city traders. Keen and successful in business, a good 
bit of a wag with a leaning to the cynical side of life, the 
new Laird of Morkeu was accounted something of a 
character. It was difficult in company conversation to 
know exactly where you were with him. Hospitable to a 
degree, but changeful in mood, Mr. Forbes was always at 
his very best when displaying to his many visitors the 
riches of his conservatories and tastefully kept garden. 
The Morkeu surroundings were in summer a paradise of 
rarest flowers and most luscious fruit The owner had a 
just and constant pride in his wealth of Nature's beauty 
and bounty. Morning after morning he would hie him to 
town with presentation nosegays of his choicest floral 
treasures — ^his coat " button-hole " ever being an enviable 
beauty. Here is a rhyme which, as embodying some of 
Morkeu's characteristics, greatly pleased himself and his 
select circle. Through his close and valued friend, Mr. 
James talker, the thing got into print : — 

THE LAIRD O' MORKEU. 

Awa wi' your Emperors, Snltans, Rajahs, 
We care nae for Khedive, Porte, Pope, or Pashas ; 
To nane sic we're subject — the monarch we lo*e 
He reigns and gits law frae the tap o' Morken. 

The Laird o* Morkeu sits afar on a hicht, 
His candle yell see't in the sma' oors o' nicht, 
Nae bushel for him — save a bushel to brew 
Wi' licht aye confeerin' aroun' blithe Morkeu. 
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He's canny and carefu*, stands np for his ain, 
Yet Poverty ne*er songht his ha' door in vain ; 
There's nae a bit bird thin^ lark, Untie, or doo, 
Bat coonts on free anmrie to crumbs at Morken. 

The Laird he lives single — owns nae household chips. 
He likes weel the ladies, but doots wedlock ^ps ; 
He jinks wi' fond widows, pits maids in a stew, 
Then lats the heat cool, and roams free roan' Morkea. 

He's sotm' on theology — ^firm in the faith, 
Ay cosh wi' the clergy whatever their daith, 
Sly Priest and slee Presbyter — aald kirk or new, 
They a' ha'e a share in the creed o' Morken. 

In the toon a keen trader o' credence and fame. 
The Laird hands his heid wi' the proodest yell name ; 
'Mang lang rows o' figures, the learned Maddldhu 
Maun aften sing sma' when confrontin' Morkeu. 

He's fit for a Provost, or even a Dean — 
Weel gifted wi' speech, he says ditto to nane ; 
He'll nail you on politics, science, airt, oo' — 
He's a wide range o' thocht, has the Laird o' Morkeu. 

The flowers are unborn yet in garden or field 
That sweetness and joy to the Laird cannot yield ; 
His coat button-hole glows a marvel in hue 
When summer is bloomin' rotm' bonny Morkeu. 

Jist see him at gloamin' — leal frien's by him set, 
The lamp o' wit lichtet— cheer, plenty and het ; 
Syne follows a rubber at short whist or loo, 
And happiness hallows the house o' Morkeu. 

Ye ken the Laird's kith— there's the said learned Mac,^ 
At kirkstile or cocmter, keen aye for a crack ; 
The thread o' a sermon, the hair o' a soo. 
Hell split or explain wi' the best at Morkeu. 

With courtly salute comes the Chief o' Sang-Schule,' 
His hand and heart open to love-darg or dool ; *> 

For big-nibbet words he'd bleck Gentile or Jew — 
It's whisper'd he sometimes dumfounders Morkeu. 

^ P. Macaldowie, Brush Maker. * James Walker, Merchant 
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And sib to the same sits a queer rhymster chiel,^ 
Whiles wantin* in ballast, but scarcely a feel ; 
When psalms or when sangs shape the crook o' his mon*, 
There's nae coontin' tumblers or time at Morkeu. 

But thinkna* low voices ne'er chasten the ^ee. 

When the wine micht grow red and the tongue wad gang free ; 

Soft words, aye in season, like sweet fa'in* dew, 

Refreshen and gladden hame-life at Morkeu. 

Then lang life we'll pray for oor Bachelor Laird, 
Whaever is ta'en — he canna be spared ; — 
Yet when the cord breaketh and Time claims his due, 
May the Laird rest in peace — as he lived at Morkeu. 

Reader : permit a personal note in closing the year. 
My principal aim in venturing on the issue of the 
Northern Psalter was to secure uniformity of part-singing 
in our congregational praise. It was gratifying, therefore, 
to find at this early date an advertisement in the local 
newspapers from the publishers — Lewis Smith & Son — 
that the work was in steady use, Sabbath after Sabbath, 
in no fewer than thirty-five places of worship, all denomi- 
nations, in the city and suburbs. The churches were 
severally named and the Psalter prospered. 

^ The Rhymster hereof. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

1874 began in the Town Council with a discussion re- 
garding the propriety of extending the barracks, so that 
Aberdeen might be made the headquarters of a regiment 
in place of being merely a depot-brigade centre. This 
has been frequently heard about, but the War Office 
authorities lent a closed ear to the appeals. 

Before many days had passed Imperial matters en- 
gaged absolute attention — ^the dissolution of Parliament 
and the marriage of the Duke of Edinburgh. Dissension 
had taken place in the Cabinet, and without the least out- 
side indication Prime Minister Gladstone — on Friday, 
23rd January — ^resolved on appealing to the country. 
That same evening he issued his retiring address to his 
Greenwich constituency. 'VB^ithin an hour the telegraph 
wires were bearing the tidings far and near, and election 
preparations were in the hands of hundreds of deft and 
zealous legal agents. No time was lost in our old town of 
Bon- Accord. The friends of Mr. Farley Leith (City), Mr. 
Dingwall Fordyce (East Aberdeenshire), Mr. 'VB^illiam 
McCombie (West Aberdeenshire), took immediate action. 
Mr. James Shaw wired from Egypt that he was ready 
and eager for the field. The supporters of Sir George 
Balfour and Mr. Badenach Nicolson were stirring in 
Kincardineshire, The 2nd of February came, followed 
by the declaration of the local poll thus : — 

John Farley Leith 3,910 votes. 

James Shaw 2,724 „ . 

(117) .' ; ? t 
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Mr. McCombie and Mr. Dingwall Fordyce were both re- 
elected. Mr. Edward Ross, London, son of Mr. Horatio 
Ross of Netherley, stood against Mr. McCombie, but with 
little hope of success — though his reputation as winner of 
the First Queen's Prize shot for at Wimbledon made him 
popular with the Rifle Volunteers. He was a barrister 
and a very handsome young fellow. The local Liberal 
vote was considerably under that of 1872 when Leith 
reckoned 4,392, and Shaw 704, Mr. Barclay on that 
occasion coming in between with 2,615. Indeed Liberal- 
ism gave tokens of decay, for at the close of the election 
the returns showed that Conservatism had triumphed by 
a net majority of 59 seats. This reverse led to the re- 
signation of Mr. Gladstone, and in due course Mr. Dis- 
raeU was sent for by the Queen to form a ministry. 

Political ardour, however, by no means cooled matri- 
monial fervour, and preparations were making every- 
where to celebrate the marriage of His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Edinburgh with Her Imperial Highness 
the Princess Marie, Grand Duchess of Russia. When 
the wedding day came the weather might have been 
better, but it did not hinder the streets from being 
crowded by throngs of well-conducted citizens of all con- 
ditions. There were several noteworthy outdoor sights 
— the Broadford factory girls in their linked arm-in- 
arm procession sustaining their old reputation for pleasant 
gaiety and go. The grand banquet held in the Music 
Hall was a thorough success. Lord Provost Leslie was 
in his best speaking form, and kept his sympathetic 
company of between three and four hundred ladies and 
gentlemen in ^ happy humour. The members of the 
Trades Incorporation also banqueted together in blithe- 
some mood — Convener Alexander Adam at their head. 
The evening fireworks delighted tens of thousands of 
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admiring onlookers. The night was pitch dark, and 
everybody who could get standing street room, or safe 
footing on house-top, turned their eyes towards the 
Inches. The public and private illuminations were 
of the most varied and attractive character. The Uni- 
versity students had an imposing and very effective 
torchlight procession, and while this was proceeding the 
Lord Provost was thoughtfully entertaining the members 
of his Council, the Harbour Commissioners and a number 
of gentlemen of the city and county to supper in the 
Town House. And a right hearty affair it was. The 
Volunteers, active in various ways during the afternoon, 
held a grand ball in the Music Hall at night which fitly 
wound up a historical day. 

The first part of the JoumaVs local statistics for 1873, 
carefully and most readably collated as usual by James 
Valentine, appeared and showed that the population of 
Aberdeen now stood at 88,181. 

Towards the end of February Aberdeen had to lament 
the loss of its chief citizen — Doctor Alexander Kilgour 
of Loirston. As would be gathered from frequent re- 
ferences to this honoured gentleman in my former 
volumes, he filled for long a large space in our town 
and county doings. He held this position — power is 
the word might be well enough written — till nearly the 
close of his day, when, no doubt under the feeling he 
had years before expressed, he retired to his estate 
near the Cove, conscious of " the necessity of that repose 
without which no reputation, however well earned, can, 
in the evening of life, be sustained with dignity ". Doctor 

Kilgour died in his seventieth year. ^The roll of 

citizens was further reduced by the deaths of three 
worthy gentlemen well on in years — John Smith, 
manager of Aberdeen and London Steam Navigation 
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Company ; James Asher, general merchant ; and James 
Horn of Pitmedden. 

An effort was now made to obtain a time gun for 
the city to be placed at the barracks. Councillor David 
Macdonald, hide and tallow merchant, a thoughtful 
business man, and a ready speaker — particularly in 
dealing with figures — ^took a warm interest in the pro- 
posal but it came to nothing. ^Anderson, the "Wizard 

of the North, died in Darlington at this date. I have 
already dealt with him. An individual calling him- 
self Peter Christie, merchant, Glasgow, played a most 
impudent trick upon our Harbour Commissioners. He 
boldly offered to take two large lots of ground on the new 
reclaimed land near the Dee for shipbuilding purposes, 
the rent to be £250 yearly. The "Works Committee en- 
tertained Christie's offer favourably, as well they might, 
seeing that it meant possession of a capital of between 
£7,000 and £8,000. The information obtained, however, 
regarding Peter would not stand working out. He had 
in 1858 been both bankrupt and prisoner. 

A very distressing affair occurred at our bar on 
Friday, 27th February. A telegram from Stonehaven 
warned the harbour authorities that a barque had 
passed that place displaying flags of distress, and that 
the local lifeboat had started in pursuit. "Look out*' 
the message added. Accordingly the barque was shortly 
seen about a mile off holding northwards, but no indi- 
cation of distress could be discovered. The Aberdeen 
lifeboat was, therefore, not launched — more particularly 
as there was deemed no chance of overtaking the barque 
— ^the sea running so high. Soon the Stonehaven life- 
boat came in sight manned by a crew of twelve men 
struggling hard for shore. 'Twas in vain. When about 
opposite the North pier a gigantic wave engulfed the 
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gallant pursuers, and four of the brave fellows were 
swept overboard. Great and skilful efforts were made 
to rescue them, a young resident doctor, James Burr, 
and a young English medical student named EUurdgraves 
Hanson, earning much commendation for untiring en- 
deavours to save life. Provost Leslie and other leading 
officials were early on the scene, and were called as 
witnesses under an investigation instituted by the Board 
of Trade. The inquiry was long and careful, but blame 
could not be fixed upon any party in particular. The 
barque — the Grace Darling — ^went to pieces near Rattray 
Head and only one of the crew was saved. Fourteen 
lives in all were lost, and there was a strong feeling that 
the chief cause of the disaster was drink on board the 
doomed vessel. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

Professor Huxley was installed Lord Rector of the 
University on the last day of February, Principal Camp- 
bell presiding with his wonted dignity. The ceremony 
took place in the Music Hall in presence of an audience 
numbering 2,000 persons. There were, as usual, unseemly 
student interruptions, but the proceedings passed off in 
comparative good order. The new Rector had the gift 
of humour and knew how to manage his constituents. 
They entertained him to supper, some 200 attending, with 
Mr. John McCombie, M.A,, in the chair. It was a happy 
hearty function. Her Majesty's Theatre had been do- 
ing well through frequent changes in the programmes — 
tragedy, new plays, melodramas, and comic opera — Offen- 
bach's Oenetyieve de Brabant specially catching on. But 
rollicking farce was not awanting, and The Goose with the 
Golden Eggs was incomparably the funniest production 
in this line I ever enjoyed. It was delightfully played by 
two young actors — Groves and Fisher, both of whom 
were heard of in later years. Indeed, when supporting 
the famous Mr. John Hare in London, in A Pair of 
Spectacles^ not a few of us theatre-goers held that Charley 
Groves had the best in the battle for honours. This was 
in the nineties. 

At this date the Reverend James McClymont, B.D., 
Dundee, was appointed assistant and successor in Hoi- 

bum Parish Church. He was quite a stranger when he 

(122) 
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came, but it was not long till he held a leading place 
amongst our younger clergymen for zeal and working 
power. His scholarship and pulpit gifts followed, and 
to-day Dr. McClymont ministers to one of the largest 

congregations in the city. About the same period the 

Reverend Alexander Irvine Robertson, Cluny, Dunkeld, 
accepted a call to be assistant to the ageing pastor of the 
old Vest Church — Reverend Doctor James Forsyth. He 
proved a most energetic and acceptable help, and at no 

distant date left to be minister of Clackmannan. 

Moody and Sankey, the noted American evangelists, 
were announced to take Aberdeen in their tour, and their 
coming aroused much interest. They drew immense audi- 
ences, but it may be doubted if their appearances real- 
ised expectations. Moody was thought a heavy laborious 
speaker, and Sankey proved the favourite. He sang the 
sentimental hymns with which his name became so well 
known pleasantly, and with clear accentuation of words, 
but the vocal pinnacle upon which his admirers placed 
him was amazing. Sims Reeves was not to be compared 

with Sankey ! True enough, he was not. 'We had 

sweeter music through some delightful evenings with the 
Royal Hand Bell Ringers, under Mr. Miller, their en- 
thusiastic leader. Everybody enjoyed the bells, and the 
ringers made no fuss about their work. 

The first battalion parade for the season of the City 
Rifle Volunteers found 524 members, all ranks, assembled 
on the links. The total strength of the body was 858. 

Cricket was increasing in popularity, and there were 

several excellent matches. Among outstanding names 
were those of James 'VB^illiams as a safe and attractive 
batsman, while C. S. Gauld was held to be the swiftest 
bowler any of the clubs could boast. In an interesting 
match between eleven of the volunteer members and 
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same number of non-volunteers of the Aberdeenshire 
club, the highest scorer of the day was Lieutenant W. 
K. Burnett, advocate. This gentleman to-day de f en d s 
his wicket as nimbly and determinedly as in his play of 
thirty years gone by, while even now, as a BaiUie of the 
city, he is thoroughly reliable still behind the sticks as 

wicket-keeper. ^Mr. George Collie, advocate, became 

owner of the small compact domain of Balnagarth, Pit- 
fodels, three miles from town, at the price of £2,200. 
It is delightfully situated for feuing purposes, and as the 
Deeside suburban tramway just opened — June, 1904 — 
runs close to it the land must steadily increase in value. 
Mr. Collie, its prosperous owner, did not, unfortunately, 
live to see the growing worth of his purchase. He died, 
May, 1901, aged sixty-eight. 

For thirty years there had been no horse-radng on 
Aberdeen Links, and now an earnest, well-matured effort 
was made to revive the sport. In June, 1873, a Royal 
Commission, with Lord Rosebery, chairman, had been 
appointed to institute inquiry as to the horse supply of 
the country. The evidence was startling. It was made 
plain that had it not been for the importation of foreign 
horses the necessary autumn military manoeuvres could 
not have been carried out. A horse " press-gang " was 
spoken of, but Government repealed the horse duty and 
instituted a system of Queen's Plates. The revival of 
races would, it was considered, encourage farmers to 
breed good, useful, weight-carrying horses ; hence the 
Aberdeen movement for the Links sport. 

At length and last the finale of the Torry Farm actions 
seemed fairly in sight. The following official note of the 
compensation paid, and to be paid, for the land with 
expenses connected therewith was published : — 
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Price of Land. 

£ s. d. 
Award of Mr. Clntton, arbiter, in respect of one pro 

indttHao half of land 5,500 

Stonehaven Jury trial award in respect of other half 3,289 7 6 

Expenses. 

Outlays to account (Edinburgh) 

Boring wages 

Law expenses, witnesses, etc, in connec- 
tion with arbitration and jury trial . 

Law expenses and arbiter's fees in connec- 
tion with foreshores .... 

Ditto— Additional 

Paid up to this date (July, 1874) by Harbour . 14,964 17 3 
Expenses, paid by Town Coundl, of interdict and Court 
of Session trial (Nicol and others v. Town Council) 
after deducting £217 4s. 9d. recovered from peti- 
tioners 466 6 

Sum agreed to be paid to Mr. Francis Edmond for 
foreshores, etc, by way of compromise, including 
expenses, but excluding interest — say not less than 4,500 

£19,930 17 9 

The above are the net sums, interests amounting to 
about £1,200 being left out. 

The Reverend Dr. Cushny, the venerable minister of 
Rayne, and for forty years Clerk to the Synod of Aber- 
deen, now departed, aged fourscore and four. He has 

found place more than once in my pages. The 

strength of Aberdeen police force was reported to be 107 
members, including the female turnkey. The Aber- 
deenshire played Clydesdale Club at Perth, and had much 
the best of the game, chiefly through the deadly bowling 
of Andrew, their professional, who in these days kept in 
rare form. He was very successfully supported by H. O. 
Weare. My memory fails now as to who this gentleman 
was, but he became much in evidence for his all-round 
cricket. I think he was an officer stationed in our barracks. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

Through the brotherly zeal of Dean of Guild Alexander 

Walker, John Forbes White, Alexander Macdonald of 

Kepplestone, George Reid, artist, and other admirers, a 

fine window was placed in Old Machar Cathedral to the 

memory of three of our most distinguished native-painters 

— George Jamesone, William Dyce and John Phillip. It 

was the work of Mr. Cottier, London, and forms the chief 

pictorial attraction at the east end of the ancient building. 

^Mr. Cosmo Innes, whose literary gifts have been 

already spoken about, now died suddenly at Killin. He 

was bom at Durris House, Deeside, and died one of the 

principal clerks of the Court of Session. He had reached 

seventy-six. 1 am writing of August, 1874, and the 

month is locally memorable as having seen the practical 

institution of our really splendid service of tramways — 

the admiration of every visitor. There were six cars 

each drawn by a couple of horses. They started from 

the comer of St. Nicholas Street and ran to and from 

Queen's Cross and Kittybrewster. 

Four hundred members of the second administrative 

battalion of Aberdeen Rifles formed a camp at Dyce 

and evidently had a busy soldierly outing — ^the principal 

feature being a night attack by two of the companies 

under Colonel Sir William Forbes of Craigievar. Colonel 

Dawson was chief inspector, while the mounted officers 
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were Colonel Wolrige Gordon of Esslemont, Major the 
Earl of Aberdeen, and frank, frolicsome Captain Pohle. 

A sham fight wound up the lively proceedings. The 

estate and house of Pitmedden, Oyne, not far from the 
volunteer encampment, became at this date the property 

of Major Leith of Westhall, at the price of £29,330. 

An important question which had long and loudly been 
debated in every ecclesiastical court and comer of the 
land now reached settlement — ^the Law of Patronage in 
the Church of Scotland was abolished by Parliament. 

[Curiously enough, the very afternoon on which I now 
write, 1st August, 1904, this eventful Act of the then Parlia- 
ment is agitating all our country again. Every Scotsman 
is supposed to understand the reasons which led to the 
Disruption of 1843. Let us pass on then to 1900, when 
the overwhelming majority of the Free Church members, 
under the guidance of the leaders of their body, resolved 
to join themselves with the long-existent United Pres- 
byterian Church. This was carried in the General 
Assembly by a vote of 643 as against, I think, 27 — ^this 
small minority holding, however, that they were the real 
and only members of the Free Church as constituted in 
1843. But the great and prevailing majority who had 
joined with the U.P.'s claimed to possess everything be- 
longing to the original body — churches, manses, colleges, 
buildings of every kind, and trust funds of whatever 
description — standing in their names. The entire mone- 
tary value was reckoned to be over four millions ! Against 
this tremendous claim the minority (27) fought boldly, 
bitterly (onlookers said "bravely," like Highlanders, as 
they were). In the Edinburgh Court of Session the case 
went with the powerful majority, but to-day (1st August, 
1904), under appeal in the higher tribunal — ^the House 
of Lords — victory has been declared in favour of the ap- 
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pellants, the vote being thus : For the minority, Lord 
Chancellor Halsbory, Lord Davey, Lord James, Lord 
Robertson, Lord Alverstone — S. Against appeal. Lord 
Macnaghten, Lord Lindley — 2. The verdict has been 
received with mingled consternation and rejoicing. There 
has been no such Church excitement in Scotland since 
1843, and no sotd can anticipate the upshot.] 

Aberdeen Regatta was held on Saturday, 17th August, 
and expectant, well-behaved spectators to the number of 
between six and seven thousand lined the banks of the 
Dee from Allenvale seawards. They were generous in 
recognition of the various entrants for honours. The 
sports commenced with a race between crews of Edin- 
burgh and Aberdeen Universities. After a determined, 
changeful-in-position contest —now Aberdeen, now Edin- 
burgh — ^the local men came in first amidst tremendous 
excitement. They were D. M. Ross, D. C. Simpson, 
W. G. Adamson, G. Cruden (stroke) and A. Westland 
(cox). The Regatta was a half -holiday success — ^the ar- 
rangements being, as usual, in the care of the ever- 
enthusiastic, willing Hudson Gordon. Three elderly 

pretty well-known gentlemen left us at this date — James 
Brebner, advocate, seventy-four ; William Melville, join- 
ery tool merchant, seventy ; and Rev. Dr. McCombie, 

Lumphanan, seventy-one. ^A local enterprise which 

was looked upon with hopeful confidence was being 
promoted — the Deeside Mining Company (Limited) — 
capital £30,000, having in view the development of the 
Abergaim lead mines discovered in the Ballater and 
Glenmuick districts, and upon which the Marquis of 
Huntly had already ventured a goodly sum. 

The coming of the Channel Fleet now occupied much 
attention. The ships were at Stomoway under Admiral 
Hornby, and with full consent of every loyal soul — par- 
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ticalarly the younger portion amongst us — Lord Provost 
Leslie in name of the Town Council and the Harbour 
Commissioners invited the commander and his officers, 
every one , to public luncheon in the city. The gallant 
Admiral felt it his duty to regretfully decline the ap- 
preciated honour — *'the nature of the anchorage," he 
wrote, " being doubtful, and the weather very uncertain ". 
The Temperance Society were also in their way in social 
mood, and invited the temperance portion of the men to 
an entertainment ; but for the above reasons, and because 
'*in any case leave could not be granted specially to 
any particular class of the crew to the exclusion of 
others," the invitation was respectfully declined. The 
declinatures were, of course, disappointing, but the 
fleet lay in our bay for two days, and busy days 
they proved, particularly the Sabbath. Admiral Hornby 
was thoughtfully pleased to throw his splendid ships 
open, and they were inspected by a constant stream 
of visitors from town and the counties around. Every 
kind of keeled conveyance was drawn into service : 
steamers, tugs, skiffs and rowing boats. There were 
some very lively scenes in the course of the boarding 
and unboarding, but all was done with ship-shape hearti- 
ness. The Royal Northern Club gave a grand ball in 
honour of the squadron which proved one of the most 
brilliant and successful meetings ever held in Aberdeen. 
Besides the officers of the fleet the company embraced 
many members of the nobility and gentry connected with 
the North, while the Club, the givers of the ball, had been 
liberal and judicious as regards city and personal invita- 
tions. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

Shortly after this Bon- Accord was again in blithesome 
uprising. The Duke of Edinburgh kindly complied with 
the request of the Town Council and Harbour Commis- 
sioners to lay the foundation-stone of the North Pier ex- 
tension. This important work, estimated to cost £44,000, 
called forth much interest, and was attended by consid^- 
able preparation and pomp. The weather happUy was 
favourable to outdoor manifestation and the town wore 
quite a gala aspect. Never, I well believe, was such an 
effective display of colours, flags and bunting seen in our 
old city. His Royal Highness was received at the rail- 
way station by Lord Provost Leslie and the whole body 
of official authorities. The entire route from the station 
to the pier head — about two miles — was lined with spec- 
tators all in holiday attire. After an impressive prayer 
by the Rev. A. Irvine Robertson of West Parish Church, 
the Duke of Edinburgh performed the ceremony of lay- 
ing the pier foundation-stone with sailorly " handy-man '* 
despatch, the crowd cheering, Torry battery, on the oppo- 
site side of the bar letting itself be fittingly known, while 
the Channel Fleet in the offing thundered forth a right 
royal salute. At the conclusion of the pier-head proceed- 
ings the Provost and the chief guests of the day drove to his 
Lordship's residence, Albyn Place, and were served with 
luncheon, the Town Council and Harbour Commissioners 
partaking, meanwhile, of a banquet in the Town Hall, 
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under the presidency of Baillie George Donald. The 
day was, in the light of maritime interests, a specially 
memorable one — ^the military element playing no im- 
portant part therein. Upwards of a thousand volunteers 
contributed by town and county alike joined in the 
rejoicings. 

The vacancy in the pastorate of Lumphanan Church 
brought to light a very pleasant state of matters existing 
between patron and parishioners. Sir William Forbes of 
Craigievar intimated that if the congregation agreed upon 
a leet of three clergymen he wotdd name a like number 
— six candidates in all — and let the favourite man be 
chosen by vote. This arrangement proved acceptable, 
and the Rev. W. D. Herald was appointed. 

Union Bridge was again before the Town Council, 
when Messrs. William Smith, architect, and John Willet, 
C.E., presented a joint report detailing three schemes for 
widening the structure, without interfering with the traffic. 
They recommended a scheme estimated to cost £8,700. 
There was an instructive debate as to providing the 
money, but the new municipal election being near at 

hand the project was postponed. ^The subject of the 

Links being granted for horse-races had created much 
newspaper correspondence, and it was likewise delayed. 

^At the same meeting Lord Provost Leslie intimated 

that he was not to seek re-election in November ensuing. 
He had been seventeen years in public service, fourteen 
years of that period in the Town Council. 

At this date — September, 1874 — ^there began a musical 
movement amongst us which well deserves remembrance 
and record — ^the Tonic Sol-Fa Association was formed. 
From the first there was " heart " in the proceedings of 
the leaders, and this conquering feature continues on the 
part of the general body till this hour. The objects of 
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the Assodation were the propagation of the Rev. John 
Cnrwen's method of teaching music, the educational ad- 
vancement of the members, and forwarding the cause of 
music in general. Mr. William Meston, then a young 
clerk, was called to the chair. He was little known in 
those years, but was in leisure hours studying earnestly, 
and with steady purpose, the science of music To-day 
it is not out-reaching fact to venture the statement that 
wherever British choral singing is practised from Tonic 
Sol-Fa notation the vocal arrangements by Mr. Meston 
of a number of the most beautiftd, most characteristic of 
our national melodies are known and admired. I wonder 
if Mr. Meston remembers when, in the fading light of a 
quiet autumn evening some thirty-five years bygone, he 
and the precentor of the old West Church sat alone in 
that venerable pile and, aided by a piece of chalk and a 
ruled blackboard, discussed the structure and harmony 
of sterling psalm tunes. I am not very sure if the pre- 
centor was ripest in the friendly disquisition. That by 
the way, however. Mr. Meston, who has become well 
known in the city as manager of the Asylum for the Blind, 
presided at the initiation of the Tonic Sol-Fa Association 
labours, and continues a leading spirit still of the body — 
is, indeed, their Chairman. Retiring, amiable, Ludovic 
Sandison, golf-material maker, who had done excellent 
service as an instructor of Mr. Curwen*s system, was 
worthily elected President. Classes were formed, and at 
an early date Mr. William Litster, of the London Tonic 
Sol-Fa College, was appointed teacher in chief. This 
position he has for long now held under Aberdeen School 
Board, doing untiring and valuable work amongst the 
young. Moreover, as the devoted conductor of the 
Musical Institute, Mr. Litster, season after season, im- 
parts delight to thousands of the dwellers in our city, of 
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every age, by attractive concerts in the Music Hall. 
Tonic Sol-Fa has undoubtedly proved an educational 

power in Aberdeen. ^DCliile on the subject of music 

mention may be made that Mr. Thomas Mavor, who lent 
efficient service in the psalmody movement, was now ap- 
pointed precentor of the Free East Church. Tom in 
speaking to a class had the desirable knack of expressing 

himself in good English. Mr. Gomersal reopened Her 

Majesty's Theatre with a versatile company — the princi- 
pals being James Craig, Miss Emmaline Falconer, 1^ 
Sennett and H. Siddons. Mrs. John Wood, who had 
made a hit in London as an American comedienne, paid 
us a successful '* starring *' visit 

Golf was still increasing in popularity. The Aber- 
deen Club could now number 142 members with Sheriff 
Dove Wilson as captain ; and a tournament in which 
four of the foremost professionals of the day contended 
was a source of much interest. Old Tom Morris (he was 
" old Tom " then, and he is still playing on St. Andrew's 
Links) and his son met Strath and Kydd, and some in- 
structive exhibition rounds were given. A silver cup 
presented by H.R.H. Prince Leopold, and a gold cup 
the gift of Mrs. Dingwall Fordyce, were keenly fought 
for, and both fell to Mr. Cornelius Thompson, then in the 

very prime of his six-foot manhood. The desirable 

estate of Rickarton, parish of Fetteresso, became the 
property of Mr. Alexander Baird of Urie at £70,000. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

It was now that the Town Council resolyed to confer the 
^'eedom of the city upon the Right Hon. Benjamin 
Disraeli, First Lord of the Treasury, *' in testimony of his 
eminence as a statesman and his distinguished literary 
attainments'*. The motion was— after a brief breeze — 
adopted unanimously on the understanding that it had 
no connection whatever with politics. The honour was 
promptly acknowledged, with intimation that the Lord 
Provost would be duly informed ** whenever a fitting oc- 
casion should present itself for the ceremony ". Through 
various causes such an occasion never came about, and 
the burgess roll of Bon-Accord is lacking the name of the 
variously gifted Lord Beaconsfield. 

The Young Men's Christian Association, whose im- 
portant work had been in operation for fifteen years, 
now made strenuous efforts to secure commodious build- 
ings for carrying on their various religious and friendly 
agencies. They were soon successftd. A very influential 
Committee was appointed with Doctor William Pirrie, 
Professor of Surgery in Aberdeen University, as Chairman. 
He headed the subscription list with a donation of £500. 
This was followed immediately by a like sum from Aber- 
deen's always good friend, Mr. George Thompson of Pit- 
medden. At this date (1904) the position and work of 
the Association needs no telling. It has been an out- 
standing and a potent force in the care and guidance of 
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the many young men who have come under its influence. 
There was no better known man in Aberdeen than the 
famous Royal Infirmary surgeon, and he exercised his 
power wisely. Of course, like other prominent mortals, 
Dr. Pirrie had his hobbies — some folk called them fads — 
but they were all kindly, and the thousands of students 
— the working portion — who studied under him ever ac- 
knowledged the mastery of their professor as a teacher. 
A man of splendid build, an early riser and incessant 
worker, he as physician carried healing and comfort into 
many a humble household — my own, in far back days, 
included. Scattered over the wide globe there are not a 
few Aberdeen Infirmary men who must carry into their 
labours grateful recollections of " The Baron ". 

The Reverend Thomas Burnett of Daviot Established 
Church passed away at the venerable age of eighty-six. 
Another model parish minister. 

Speaking at, I think, the last meeting of the Harbour 
Commissioners over which he presided, Lord Provost 
Leslie referred to the Torry Farm controversy and 
actions. He said that while the total sum claimed came 
to £38,607 10s. the amount awarded had been £12,914 
7s. 6d, being £25,693 less than the demand. *'I con- 
sider,*' he added, " the settlements have been very fair, and 
I am glad that all the claims from that quarter, which 
have been so troublesome for the last six years, are come 
to an end.*' Approving applause followed his Lordship's 
benediction. 

Never do I remember such excitement in Aberdeen as 
prevailed on the evening of FridaYi^9th October. Shortly 
after eight o'clock the startling cry, "East and West 
Churches on fire ! " ran along the streets, and thousands 
of the citizens, old and young, hurried towards the 
Town's Kirkyard. The tidings were only too true. Mr. 
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Alexander Duffus, confectioner, and Ex-BaiUie William 
Daniel, were on their way home by St. Nicholas Street 
when glancing in the direction of the churches they saw 
a gleam of light with a burst of smoke breaking from the 
roof of the East Church. At once they hastened to the 
building, entered and found the choir engaged in their 
weekly practising. Once within, they immediately dis- 
covered tokens of fire gathering around the sunlight in 
the east end of the roof of the church. The alarming 
report spread rapidly ; a crowd assembled in the kirk- 
yard and wild confusion began. With a friend I happened 
to be in the immediate vicinity, and witnessed the whole 
tumult from the commencement. Steadily the flames got 
possession of the entire roof, crept along the windows 
and caught the galleries. Soon the seats in the body of 
the church yielded to the falling lighted embers and the 
flames ascended the stairs. Here the members of the 
Fire Brigade who had arrived were working manfully, 
daringly in the hope of saving the steeple. But all was 
in vain. 'Twas a terrible job getting the water-pipes 
aloft. There was little force of water with scarcely any 
light, and the work of destruction held on its course. By 
this time military from the barracks and seamen from 
H.M.S. Clyde were doing all that in them lay to assist 
in keeping order and stem the progress of the fire. In 
less than an hour the fire had reached the steeple. It 
was built of wood, and as the fang-like flames darted 
upwards the scene, to the crowded outside spectators, 
became one of special grandeur. Fears were entertained 
for the West Church, but the thickness of the walls be- 
tween it and the East Church proved a protective bulwark 
and it sustained but little damage. About ten o'clock the 
steeple fell with a loud crash, and with it the fine peal 
of bells obtained by public subscription in 1857. The 
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East Church, built in 1835 from designs by the famous 
local architect, Mr. Archibald Simpson, was now in ruins. 
The disaster was a memorable one in the history of the 
city, and called forth much sorrowful comment. The 
chief lamentation was expressed over the loss of the 
steeple. The church, the peal of bells, might be re-* 
newed, but the grand old tower was gone for ever. 
The buildings were insured for £10,000 ; no reliable 
reason transpired as to the origin of the fire. The 
disaster was attended by one death — ^that of a working 
tradesman — Robert Miller, a member of the West Church. 
He heard of the fire when sitting after labour in his home 
and hurried to give assistance. To do this he ascended 
by ladder to the outside roof, but fell to the ground and 
was killed. The two churchless congregations jointly 
met for some time in the Music Hall, but no familiar 
outward call summoned them. Their Sunday mornings 
were silent. 

Mr. John Grant Leslie, the well-known and very effi- 
cient Sheriff Clerk Depute, died now when over the three- 
score. He had been in office since 1845, and was spoken 
of as ' ' a legal encyclopaedia," so well up was he in Court 
business. Sheriff Thomson and Sheriff Wilson both 
paid earnest testimony to Mr. Leslie's worth. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Municipal election matters had been almost asleep, 
but at the crowded Ward meetings held in the last 
week of October, the amount of speaking was some- 
thing amazing. Little was said claiming remembrance, 
though several acceptable candidates were brought into 
the field. Amongst them were — First Ward : William 
Findlay, merchant ; Councillor George Smart ; Alexander 
Duffus, confectioner. Second Ward : William Pyper, 
merchant ; Alexander Duffus (already mentioned) ; 
David Macdonald, hide and tallow merchant. Third 
Ward : Adam Mitchell of Heathcot ; John Ogilvie, late 
bookseller ; William Stevenson of Viewfield. Fourth 
Ward : Ex-Baillie Shirres ; William Paul, advocate ; 
James Aiken, junior, shipowner. The successful men 
will be found seated at first meeting of the Town 
Council. 

The Reverend James Rust was the frank-of-manner 
minister of Slains, with a good deal of old-fashioned 
procedure in his nature. He published a booklet re- 
garding a fall of " Black Rain " which took place in his 
parish and did some slight damage. He blamed the 
clouds about Vesuvius for the visitation and got chaffed 
by some of his younger clerical brethren. Mr. Rust 

had reached the sixties when he died. His brother 

in the cloth, and not distant neighbour, the Reverend 

William Greig, was at this date appointed to the charge 
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of Rayne, Chapel of Garioch, and there he still worthily 

presides. The annual meeting of the members of the 

Society of Advocates was the most numerously attended 
that had been held for long — ^the office of Factor and 
Secretary falling to be made. The candidates were 
Mr. Norval Clyne and Mr. D. R. Morice. The voting 
was very close — Clyne, 52 ; his opponent, 50. 

" City of Aberdeen Land Association ; share capital 
£120,000, in 12,000 shares of £10 each." This announce- 
ment created a healthy stir amongst our moneyed folks, 
and the Provisional Committee embraced the names of 
over fifty of the most influential, the wealthiest gentle- 
men in and about the town. The prospectus set forth 
that "a contract had been concluded with the owners 
of the Rubislaw, Momingfield, Torry, and Craiginches 
Estates, for the sale to the projected Association of these 
estates for the aggregate sum of £134,000 ". Mr. Robert 
Gray, advocate, Aberdeen, was announced secretary ^ro 
tern. The enterprise was another of the important 
schemes of sagacious, far-seeing Sir Alexander Ander- 
son, and was committed to the guidance of tried, capable 
business men. The Association soon assumed a form 
and substance which has never been shaken, and at 
the date I write possesses a vast extent of the most valu- 
able feuing ground in and around Aberdeen. Rubislaw, 
in this respect, has become exceedingly popular — ^the 
chief and fashionable portion embracing "Anderson 
Drive". In this connection, perhaps, there may be no 
harm in mentioning the fact that the name of this 
spacious thoroughfare is the outcome of a casual con- 
versation between the writer hereof and Mr. Robert 
Whyte Mackay, Chairman of the Land Association in 
the nineties. Mr. Mackay was a man of outstanding 
commercial ability and position, looked forward to as 
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a coming head of the city. To the general regret of 
the commnnity he died in 1901, at the age of only 
fifty-five. 

Velocipedes now and again put in a leisurely appear- 
ance on onr streets, but had at an early date to give way 
to the now universally popular and frequently damaging 
cycle. 

More departures : BaiUie George Jamieson, jeweller, 
died at Drumgarth, his pleasant Cults residence, aged 
fifty-five. He was, and without pretension, a man of 
much public spirit. The Baillie gave energetic support 
to Mr. John Duncan in his Deeside and Buchan Railway 
projects, and became an early director of the Aberdeen 
Tramways Company. Mr. Jamieson was a tall, a most 

kindly, genial gentleman. About the same date the 

shore people lost a somewhat notable neighbour — ^Dr. A. 
C. Matthew. He was, however, more heard of as in- 
terested in railway and shipping matters than as physi- 
cian. He was a frequent speaker at meetings and a 
forceful antagonist. Opponents thought twice before 
buckling with the redoubtable doctor. An outspoken, 
offhand man, very successful in his undertakings, he 
died at the age of sixty-five. 

The attractive personality of Mr. John Duncan, advo- 
cate, was no more to be seen in Union Street : he died on 
13th December, aged seventy-three. Mr. Duncan carried 
his years easily. To the last his step was agile, his figure 
upright. 'While mellowing in his mode of recognition of 
acquaintances, there remained the firm-set mouth, the 
feeling in his face of undaunted determination. As my 
pages record, John Duncan had met many foes and fought 
not a few stiff wordy battles. He, therefore, had his 
enemies, but undoubtedly he was a power in whatever 
cause or movement he engaged. He was succeeded in 
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business by his son Douglass, advocate. This gentleman 
has taken a great interest in the Rifle Volunteer move- 
ment and holds rank as Colonel (retired). Another 

death record ere the year closes : that of Colonel Thomas 
Lumsden of Belhelvie, C.B. As a young man he entered 
the East India Company's service and early obtained 
honour with promotion. On retiring from the army after 
thirty-five years of active soldiering the Colonel settled 
down at Belhelvie, where his frank and generous character 

won him much esteem. Ferryhill Church congregation 

made a happy choice when from several candidates they 
now fixed on Reverend Henry W. "V/right, from Greenock, 
to be their pastor. Besides being an excellent preacher, it 
soon became known that the new-comer was a practical 
musician of superior gifts. 

An interesting ceremony took place in Her Majesty's 
Theatre, when Mrs. Pollock, so long and honourably 
connected with the old Marischal Street house, was 
presented with her portrait in the part of Lady Macbeth. 
She well deserved the compliment, alike in the sense of 
her personal character and her standing as an actress of 
versatile ability. There was a bumper audience, and to 
Mr. Donald Cattanach, advocate, was entrusted the task 
of making the presentation. He fulfilled the duty with 
good taste. Mr. Cattanach was accompanied to the stage 
by Dean of Guild Alexander Walker ; Councillor "V/illiam 
Stevenson ; Mr. Alex. Skene, Avondow ; and Mr. "V/illiam 
Gomersal. Mrs. Pollock returned thanks touchingly. 
If the picture could not be called a high-class bit of 
work, the painter, Mr. Robert Innes, had been exceed- 
ingly happy in having caught the likeness of his sitter. 
It had a place for long in the lobby of the new theatre. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

^HEN the new Town Council (November, 1874) met and 
had discharged preliminaries, the following was seen to 
be the order of honours : — 

Lord Provost— Gcor^ Jamieson of Rosebank. 
BaiUin. 



Peter Esslemont, Merchant. 
George Donald, Colour Merchant 
Hugh Ross, Merchant 



William Graham, Baker. 
Adam Mitchell, Bnilder. 
Charles Smith, Merchant Tailor. 



Office-BearerB. 
Dean of Giii2d— Alexander Walker, Merchant 
CUy Treaamer-Ajtyn% Smith, Publisher. 
Master of Shoreworka —George Hutcheson, Grain Merchant 
MasUr of Kirk and Bridge TTor^— James Walker, Merchant 
MoMier of Ifoffi/lca^ioiu^WiUiam Findlay, Merchant 
Maeter of Guild Breikrm's H(t»pita2— James Abel, Baker. 



CounoiUor$, 



William Bruce, Manufacturer. 
John Wight, Physician. 
David Johnston, Physician. 
William Gordon, Merchant 
Henry Brechin, Moulder. 
Robert White, Physician. 



George Smart, Merchant 
David Macdonald. 
William Pyper, Merchant 
William Stevenson, Merchant. 
James Aiken, Jun., Shipowner. 
William Paul, Advocate. 



Provost Jamieson, as would be inferred from what 

has been already recorded of him herein, was thoroughly 

equipped for the honours and duties of his new position. 

He had been a careful reader of the best literature and 

was a ready, an accurate speaker. As we have seen, he 

lost his temper occasionally, but in no way nursed bad 
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feeling, and he entered upon his Provostship with the 
good-will, I think, of everybody. Though they differed 
frequently on not a few things, he had an able and a 
helpful right-hand man in Baillie Esslemont. 

As the year departed the repair and restoration of the 
East and West Churches was proceeding — ^the former to 
cost £6,000, the latter £853. The disastrous conflagra- 
tion continued matter of much comment in pamphlet form 
— uprose and verse. No satisfactory reason as to the 
origin of the fire was given, but one of the commentators 
took a high poetic flight. He attributed the calamity to 
an angel's wing becoming ignited as the celestial visitant 
hovered near the sunlight listening to the entrancing 
strains of the church choir at their weekly psalm tune 
practising ! Nobody ventured beyond this. 

1875 was ushered in by the severest storm experienced 
over the North — ^indeed throughout Scotland generally — 
for a long period. All the railway lines in every direc- 
tion were blocked with snow, and traffic came well- 
nigh to a complete standstill. Public meetings of every 
kind— church-going, weddings, and like gatherings were 
greatly interfered with. London to Aberdeen by rail 
took thirty-three hours ; Edinburgh to ditto, thirty hours. 

Lord Provost Jamieson at the first meeting of the Town 
Council for the year had to encounter a pointed speech 
from Baillie Esslemont regarding the proposals adopted 
for the restoration of the East and West Churches. The 
Baillie moved the non-approval of the minute till the 
members should be further enlightened as to the Council's 
legal obligations in the matter. He did not find a seconder 

and disse nted. Same day the Harbour Commissioners 

were jubilant : the past year's accounts showed a surplus 
of £5,612 ordinary revenue over the ordinary expendi- 
ture. ^The Grammar School was giving the members 
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of the School Board some concern. It had been con- 
structed to accommodate 1,000 pupils, but the highest 
number yet attending was only 260. A memorial to 
the Board of Education anent establishing a Prepara- 
tory School for boys was adopted. The Free Church 

Presbytery was much occupied over the question of 
"the Independence of the Free Church". Principal 
Lumsden, Dr. McGilvray, and the Reverend Mr. Banna- 
tyne made long speeches, and the audience, which had 
been a large one, dwindled away. The gist of the de- 
bate may be gathered from the opening sentence of the 
Principal's motion, lyiz., ''That the alterations effected 
by recent legislation in the constitution of the Established 
Church of Scotland do not relieve the Erastianism 
which was introduced into it in 1844 ". Dr. McGilvray 
opposed, but on a vote, the Prindpal's motion became 
the finding of the Court by twenty votes to five. 

Political movements suddenly assumed leading import- 
ance : the ex-Premier, Mr. Gladstone, resigned the leader- 
ship of the Liberal party, and the Marquis of Hartington 
was elected his successor. In the light of Mr. Glad- 
stone's subsequent career, it is odd now to read that he 
then thought it desirable to retire at the age of sixty- 
five, actuated moreover by "personal views as to the 
best method of spending the closing years of my life *'. 

There was complete harmony within the Town Hall 
on the afternoon of Saturday, Sth February, when the 
Council with one accord joined in the presentation of a 
silver salver of exquisite design to Lord Provost George 
Jamieson, on the occasion of his marriage to Mrs. Dawson, 
daughter of a gentleman we have more than once come 
across in our Reminiscences — the late Mr. George Milne 
of Kinaldie. The duty of presenting the beautiful gift 
fell to Baillie Esslemont, and he performed it with a 
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sprightty grace and feeling of official dignity that greatly 
delighted the assembled city rulers, not one of whom, yon 
may be assured, good reader, but mentally breathed the 
Shakesperian prayer : — 

God, the best maker of all marriages, 
Combine your hearts in one. 

Mr. George Marquis, head of the firm of Marquis, 
Hall & Milne, accountants, died of bronchitis at the age 
of seventy-three. He was a native of Fochabers, but 
coming to Aberdeen soon obtained a large share of 
business and was much respected. Professionally he 
stood high in the town, being auditor of the Corporation 
and Harbour accounts, as well as those of the Commis- 
^sioners of Supply. Mr . Marquis was a singularly amiable 
and courteous gentleman, and probably the most care- 
fully yet plainly dressed of our citizens. He long filled 
the office of elder in the Free Trinity Church, and no 
man could have fiUed or looked that honourable position 
better. ^Alexander Colston, the buirdly retired pre- 
centor of the West Parish Kirk, was no more seen : he 
departed in his seventy-second year. He came from 
Leith, possessed a full baritone voice, was a mason, and 
had been a pupil of John "V/ilson, the first of Scottish 
vocalists. The new precentor could sing a capital song, 
and was popular at public dinners, but did not perplex 
himself about psalmody : its time was not yet. He taught 
the " SiUerton loons " music, and they led him a sad life. 
Several of them sang in the West Kirk choir when I was 
a member of the body — 1843. I once got into disrespect 
with Colston through a silly bit of pencil work. The 
choir observed that our Benedict leader was much at- 
tracted by a bonny young servant-maid who attended the 
church, and they wickedly were the cause of putting the 

following lines from A Lay of the Lateran into our 

10 
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precentor's month. The name of the fair one (I knew 
her well) was Helen Ord. 

Aye in the kirk I think on her 
When weel my choir doth chord ; 

For a' that*s sweet in harmonie 
Combines in Helen Ord. 

And if the line within the psalm 
By chance should end wi' " Lord," 

I grip the L atween my teeth, 
And only mnrmnr — " Ord ". 

Colston was an honest, a good-hearted man, to whom 
fortune was not over-kind, and I had the opportunity 
of being of some service to him as the end drew near. 
What a fine manly appearance he had when leading the 
psalmody from the lateran. 

Old Marischal Street theatre having seen its length 
of days was put up at public roup and bought by Mr. 
Harvey Hall, advocate, in name of the Established Church 
of Scotland Extension Committee, for the sum of £1,160. 
Mr. McFarland, of the Alhambra Music Hall, and Mr. 
Gomersal, of the new theatre, both contended for the 
building, but ceased bidding at the sum stated. I have 

already dealt with the old house in its new life. For 

the third time Edinburgh lost its Theatre Royal by fire. 
The house was a very fine one, but an hour's time on 
Saturday afternoon, 6th February, saw it in ruins. Mr. 
Wyndham, the lessee, had his Christmas and general pro- 
perties insured for £4,000. Barry Sullivan, supported 

by a comely, clever leading lady. Miss Coghlan, was draw- 
ing good audiences to our new theatre. ^Mr. John 

Webster of EdgehiU presiding at the annual meeting of 
Aberdeen Music Hall Company showed that the revenue 
for the past year amounted to £807 13s. 6d. and the ex- 
penditure to £583 8s. 6d., thus leaving a satisfactory 

balance. ^A large company assembled round the tables 

of Host Rhind of the Royal Hotel, at the annual salmon 
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dinner. With Baillie 'V/illiam Graham in the chair, and 
Councillor 'V/illiam Pyper, croupier, everything went 
pleasantly. 

The School Board had a long memorial — the longest 
document of the kind I ever tried to read — ^from the 
" Aberdeen Proprietors' Protection Society," alleging great 
want of consideration in choosing sites for the schools with 
alarming extravagance in the cost of the buildings. The 
terms of the memorial were strong and direct, and the 
Board had evidently made up their minds to take a firm 
grip of the accusers. And this the Reverend Dr. Pirie, 
Principal Lumsden and Professor Black did. The latter 
gentleman was specially outspoken. He held that the 
majority of the existing schools were a disgrace to civilisa- 
tion. They afforded no proper means of ventilation or 
cleanliness ; no provision for the separation of the sexes, 
and were wanting in requirements even necessary to 
decency. The School Board, he maintained, would be 
departing from its high duty if they consented under any 
clamour or pressure to perpetuate shortcomings of that 
class. In like forcible language Dr. Pirie and Principal 
Lumsden " walloped " — ^that was the word used outside — 
'' walloped " the authors of the memorial, and the docu- 
ment was left upon the table. ^The Free Church Train- 
ing College, a new combination, was opened in presence of 
a large gathering of ladies and gentlemen. It was placed 
under the charge of Mr. Alexander Ramage, Free South 
Church School — a teacher of marked educational force 

and ability. ^The work of the Psalmody Improvement 

Association was renewed with increased strength — includ- 
ing as it did most of the precentors in the city and neigh- 
bourhood : I have their printed names before me. The 
general class met in the Song School— handsomely granted 
us by Mr. James TK^alker, and we had a successful season. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Mr. Wtluahl F. Ogg, advocate, succeeded Mr. John 
Ogilvie in the Chairmanship of the St Nicholas Parochial 
Board. In proposing him for office, Mr. George Grant, 
a most kindly, gentle, brother-in-Law, said amidst hearty 
laughter, that in addition to other yirtues, '* Mr. Ogg had 
complete control over his temper ". This was true, and 
more could have been said in commendation of the new 
chairman. Though not appearing much before the public, 
W. F. Ogg was recognised as a man of superior ability : 
well read, a careful agent, refined in language, with just 
a touch of hauteur. During his term of office he and 
Patrick Cooper, the Board's law adviser, long-headed and 
determined, gave the directors and the clerical officials of 
the Lunatic Asylum a vast amount of anxiety and labour. 
The two lawyers were able to convince their brethren of 
the Parochial Board that in terms of certain old, forgotten 
minutes the Asylum really belonged to the parish of St. 
Nicholas ! Oh ! the examination of dusty tomes and 
yellow worn documents that followed. At one period Mr. 
Cooper had about half a cart-load of volumes and ancient 
minutes beside him, while Mr. Lauchlan McKinnon, the 
Asylum law agent, and Mr. Macdonald, a legal gentle- 
man from Edinburgh, worked for weeks in the Douglas 
Hotel over depositions and correspondence. Personally 
I went about crazy over the doings and demandings. Of 

course the case was carried to the Court of Session, where 

(148) 
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we had as leading counsel Mr. Alexander Asher, the 
late Mr. James Keir, and our now (1904) resident Sheriff- 
Substitute John Henderson Begg. Lord Rutherfurd 
Clark was the presiding judge, and gave (in'<somewhat 
dubious terms it was held by the enemy) his decision 
in favour of the Lunatic Asylum. The case cost both 
sides several thousands, and I am not sure that the 
issue was received with greater joy by any of the parties 
concerned than the present recorder of the half -forgotten 
fray. 

Towards the close of February the Reverend !lenry 
V. bright was inducted to FerryhiU Established Church. 
He had been assistant to the minister of Bothwell near 
Glasgow. Under his pastorate Ferryhill has steadily 
grown in strength. Mr. TK^right is greatly respected by 
his congregation, alike as preacher and friend. I have 

already referred to his superior musical gifts. ^At the 

annual meeting of the National Security Savings Bank — 
Dean Alexander "V/alker, presiding — ^the accounts showed 
that the amount in charge of the trustees was £346,229 — 

the belongings of 27,060 thrifty depositors. Professor 

John Struthers was giving a highly instructive course of 
free evening lectures in his class-room, Marischal College. 
They were largely attended by the better-informed clerks 
and workmen of the city, not a few ladies also taking 
advantage of the Professor's teaching. 

A considerable amount of interest had been aroused 
by a proposed drive along Union Terrace wooded bank 
to Skene Street Bridge, but at the Town Council meeting 
of 1st March the Police Committee recommended that no 
practical action be taken in the matter **on account of 
the difficulty with which the carrying out of such a scheme 
would be attended '*. Agreed : but happily this was not 
the last heard of the proposal. 
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The Reverend John Leask, registrar of births of Old 
Machar, died at this date. He was a clever man, but 
could not stand opposition, and was frequently in trouble 

with the heritors. ^The spirited Tramway Directors 

were by no means pleasing everybody. It is curious to 
read now that week after week the newspapers contained 
letters finding fault with the running of cars " so far out 
as Queen's Cross ". '' Abandon King Street,'* said some, 
" and confine the running to Union Street,*' and so forth. 
But the directors had faith in their work, and it flourished. 

Footdee Ferryboat and Tavern were to let and 

brought out keen competition. Mr. Charles Runcy, a 
spirited young lawyer of these days, fought hard for a 
client, and secured the property at the yearly rent of £225. 
Robert Alexander Neil, Aberdeen, of St. Peter's, Cam- 
bridge, was elected to the University Craven Scholarship 
of the value of £80 yearly, and tenable for seven years — 
one of the highest positions in the college. He was a son 
of the most worthy clergyman of Glengaim, and was fast 
rising to eminence. But he died at a comparatively early 
age, and rests beside the beautiful Highland stream of his 
boyhood — ^the Gaim, a couple of miles beyond Ballater. 

Aberdeen University having resolved to confer the 
degree of LL.D. on kindly, homely Mr. Alexander Gerrard, 
of Gordon's Hospital, the lads of the institution got a 
hint of the intended honour, and didn't they give their 
favourite mathematical teacher a right hearty welcome 
when he entered the well-known Schoolhill gate next 
morning ! Headmaster Ogilvie in a few remarks spoke 
of his comrade's modesty and goodness, and the boys 
seconded in unmistakable fashion. The growing-old 
gentleman could only utter a sentence or two in acknow- 
ledgment. He never said much. Mainly through the 

liberality of the Trustees of the John Gordon of Murtle 
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Fund and those of Mr, Robert Donaldson of Rosebank, 
the Managers of the Royal Infirmary were enabled to 
take the important step of admitting women of a superior 
class to be trained as probationary nurses in the hospital. 
The scheme, it may be said, about revolutionised this 
department for the care and comfort of the patients. 
Having experienced the benefits of the hospital in years 
gone by, I could speak of the change — a change brought 
to a high state of efficiency by Miss Rachel Frances 
Lumsden of Glenbogie, who freely gave her valuable 
services for fourteen years (1885 to 1899) as superinten- 
dent of the charity. 

Mrs. PoUock, who had been so long and favourably 
before the public as manageress of the Theatre Royal, 
Marischal Street, first as wife of Corbet Ryder, of Bob 
Boy fame, and latterly as now named, died at Dalkeith 
when she had attained the fourscore. She had not been 
ill long, but a sudden failure of heart action proved 
fatal. How popular she was with playgoers in the hey- 
day of her life ! She filled a wide range of dramatic 
character — ^Tragedy, Comedy, Farce — and played every- 
thing well to the last. Many a young actor did she train 
in the way he should walk to obtain professional position. 
Mrs. Pollock, however, comes so frequently to the fore 
in my previous volumes that little requires to be added 
here regarding her career. She had many family trials 
and sorrows, but she was a brave struggling soul, and 
left an unsullied name. I knew her well, and have 
enjoyed many pleasant educative hours in her com- 
pany. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

Aberdeen Land Company was now fairly afloat. 
Rubislaw, with adjoining property to the extent of 410 
acres, had been bought, as also 180 acres at Torry. It 
was wisely resolved that what was called the *' helter- 
skelter " system of laying out the Rubislaw feus should 
come to an end, and well-designed plans followed. The 
wisdom of this resolution speaks now for itself. ^Addi- 
tional quay accommodation to meet the increasing re- 
quirements of the profitable herring fishing was now 
much needed. Provost Jamieson spoke highly in favour 
of the scheme. It would tend to promote a great industry. 
'Wliat had been done in this way already was repaying 
the Harbour Commissioners handsomely. £6,900 had 
been laid out — and well laid out — ^for the same object. 

The Trustees of Mr. John Burnett of Kinaldie found 

the fund in their care increasing to such an extent that 
they resolved to ask powers for the re-arrangement of the 
disposal of the money. Hitherto it had been employed 
in the award through open competition of two prizes of a 
religious nature (**the existence and attributes of the 
Deity"), and at the next competition, 1894, the amount 
to be awarded would be no less than £10,000 — a sum out 
of aU proportion to the original design. The matter 
came under the cognisance of the Endowed Schools and 
Hospitals Commission for Scotland and received careful 

attention. Important alterations were made. 

(152) 
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At the spring meeting of Aberdeen Established Pres- 
bytery — Reverend Mr. Bnice, Portlethen, presiding — (he 
was much heard of shortly after in connection with a 
local scandal) — the principal item of interest was a motion 
by the Reverend George Jamieson that the court express 
the warmest thanks to Lord Fife, the Earl of Kintore, 
and Mr. Young of Durris, for maldng no call to have 
compensation fixed for the loss of the patronage they had 
previously held. Lord Fife was patron of some twenty 
livings, the average yearly value of which was reported 
about £300 each. His Lordship thus made over to the 
Church the sum of between £5,000 and £6,000. The 

thanks were cordially given. ^An outbreak of fire on 

2nd April, at Broadford Works, caused a deal of excite- 
ment throughout the town. Broadford was recognised as 
the largest labour-employing establishment in the North. 
The fire was very threatening for a space, but the multi- 
tude of willing employees that were immediately at hand, 
with the abundant supply of water from the factory dam, 
mastered the flames at a comparatively early stage. 
Nothing created more admiration and remark than the 
determined, the heroic-like efforts of the host of female 
workers — young and old. They knew that their bread 
was at stake, and it was written that '* they worked with 
a vigour that put the endeavours of the male portion of 
the helpers in the shade '\ They formed themselves into 
two lines in connection with the dam, and plenty of 
buckets being obtainable, one line sent the water-filled 
pails hand over hand to the burning parts of the miU 
while the other line returned the empty ones. The 
damage was reckoned at between £3,000 and £4,000. 

Dr. Alexander Vans Best died in the south of France 
on 2Sth March in the very prime of his manhood. He 
was the son of a much-respected townsman, Mr. Thomas 
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Best, banker ; distinguished himself at College and Uni- 
versity, won second place in the Indian Medical competi- 
tion, and saw a deal of hard service in the Bengal Army. 
Ill-health caused him to retire. He was the brother of 
Lady Reid, wife of the eminent artist Sir George Reid, 
R.S.A. 

There is a great change at the Union Street comer of 
Union Terrace since the days I am writing about. The 
dwelling-house there was then occupied by the members 
of the Northern Club, but it was taken by George Vat- 
son, the tall, active proprietor of the popular restaurant 
opposite the Music Hall, and converted into superior 
drawing, dining, and coffee rooms. Mr. Watson flour- 
ished, but shortly the finely situated premises were 
secured by the Northern Assurance Company and the 

present notable building is the outcome. Lord Young 

presided at the High Court of Justiciary held here at 
this date, and being in town over Sunday he with his 
two daughters attended Gilcomston Free Church — the 
minister of which. Dr. McGilvray, was an old friend. The 
text of the afternoon happened to be singularly appro- 
priate for the visit of the learned occupant of the circuit 
bench. It was taken from I. Corinthians xL., 31, 32 : 
'*For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be 
judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of 
the Lord," etc. You may be sure, reader, the incident 
formed a prolific subject for comment and application ! 

^At the April meeting of the Town Council fifteen 

applications were reported for the office of Registrar of 
births and deaths of Old Machar, in room of the late 
Reverend John Leask. Three of the candidates were 
voted upon, and Mr. James Valentine, Clerk of Police, 
was elected. By a slip of memory I recorded my old 
friend's appointment to be for ** St. Nicholas Parish ". 
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A drive over the Moor of Dinnet was a sharp experi- 
ence on a cold spring morning. There was little attrac- 
tion around at the date we have reached (1875), but now 
things began to brighten — "to boom/' to use a modern 
phrase— and from the month of April the building of the 
new place of worship in connection with the Established 
Church gave a civilising aspect to the whole surroundings. 
The foundation-stone was laid by the Marchioness of 
Huntly, and witnessed by a number of clergymen of the 
adjoining parishes and a goodly turn-out of spectators. 
The cost of the building was pretty well in hand, and the 
Reverend Mr. McKenzie, Aboyne, in his opening address, 
stated that Lord Huntly, with his ever-liberal spirit, had, 
after subscribing £100, said to him : *' Go on, and what 
you cannot raise, I will stand good for'*. This may 
be accepted as the beginning of the growing village of 
Dinnet — one of the most picturesque spots, it has been 
written, on Upper Deeside. In due time and for many 
a well-remembered day the Reverend J. G. Michie 
ministered to a steadily increasing congregation. This 
gentleman was the author of more than one interesting 
volume bearing on Upper Deeside, and was a chosen 
holiday companion of Dr. William Alexander of Johnny 
Gibb fame. It was delightful to see the two local men 
of letters starting for a trip to the far North. 

Jemsalem, Athens, and Rome, 

I would see them ere I die ; 
But I'd rather not see them at all 

Than be banished for ever from Skye. 

So sang, if I quote correctly, a certain learned Sheriff of 
that ilk, and the same — or something like it — might well 
be said of the two friends just named. 



CHAPTER XXXVin. 

At the annual meeting of the Magistrates for the granting 
of licences a deputation of twenty-five ladies attended to 
plead for a diminution in these licences. And this they 
did through their spokeswoman, Miss Jamieson, Albert 
Terrace, in an address of well on to a newspaper column 
in length. She spoke firmly and forcibly — ^her argu- 
ments bristling with figures. The Chairman — Baillie 
Esslemont — warmly expressed his admiration of the 
thorough way in which Miss Jamieson had stated her 
case. Time is running on, and I forget who the able 
lady was. 

Mr. John Angus, Town Clerk, now resigned the office 
which he had filled so long with the entire acceptance 
of the citizens of all ranks. The Council were most 
harmonious in voting that a retiring allowance of £600 
per annum for life should be his reward for able and 
most courteous service of about forty years. The 
Harbour Commissioners were equally spontaneous in 
agreeing that £100 of the said sum should be paid by 
that Board. John Angus enjoyed his retiring annuity 
till November, 1878, when he died at the age of seventy- 
nine. He was interred in the St. Nicholas Churchyard 
close to Alexander and "William Carnegie, who preceded 
him as Town Clerks. 

A general meeting of the shareholders of the City of 
Aberdeen Land Company was held at the end of April, 

(156) 



1875] THE CITY LAND ASSOCIATION 157 

and the proceedings gave assurance that success stamped 
the undertaking. The meeting was specially called for 
the election of directors and was largely attended by the 
leading business men of the district. They called Baillie 
Robert Urquhart to the chair, and he opened with a 
speech which had the ring of prosperity in it. He spoke 
of the marked success which had attended the purchase 
of the lands of Rubislaw and Torry, and the prospective 
great value of these acquirements. He looked forward 
confidently to seeing, at no distant date, a bridge across 
the Dee which would prove of the highest service to both 
sides of the river. In referring to the favourable auspices 
under which the Association started, the Baillie dwelt 
upon "the advantage of having at their command the 
large experience and great ability — ^he would say genius 
— of Sir Alexander Anderson in the designing and laying 
out of feuing plans'*. The meeting unanimously made 
the following appointments : Board of Directors — Mr. 
Thomas Adam, banker ; Sir Alexander Anderson, ad- 
vocate ; Messrs. Robert Catto of Wallf ield ; John G. 
Chalmers, publisher ; James Crombie of Grandholm ; 
Alexander Davidson of Desswood ; Alexander Edmond, 
advocate ; Robert Lumsden, banker ; John Reid, advo- 
cate ; James Augustus Sinclair, banker ; Robert Urquhart 
merchant ; and James Walker, merchant (of William 
Walker & Sons). Messrs. Edmonds & Macqueen were 
appointed Treasurers and Secretaries. Only one of the 
gentlemen named remains with us. 

The lands of Nether Kinmundy came into the market 
at this time, and were exposed for sale at the reserved 
price of £46,000. No offerers appeared, and the property 
was afterwards put up in four lots, but no business was 

done. The May meeting of the Town Council was in 

great measure occupied discussing (1) motion by Coun- 
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cillor William Paul for the abolition of the Bell and 
Petty Customs ; (2) motion by Baillie James Ross for the 
formation of a fine carriage drive along the river-side all 
the way from Market Street to the Bridge of Dee ; and 
(3) motion by Baillie Esslemont that the Town Council 
make no provision for placing a peal of bells in the new 
tower of the East and Vest Churches, but that any peal 
that may be procured be placed in the tower of the 
Municipal Buildings. The latter proposal was warmly 
debated at great length, the principal speakers being 
Baillie Esslemont, Provost Jamieson, Dean of Guild A. 
Walker, Councillors David Macdonald, James Aiken, 
William Paul, James Walker and Baillie Mitchell. At 
the voting the figures stood thus : For Baillie Esslemont, 
6 ; for the previous question, 19. 

Our cricketers were donning their flannels and pre- 
paring for actioa A summarising of the individual doings 
of the Aberdeenshire men for 1874 brought out that the 
highest batting average fell to the credit of George Eraser, 
a school teacher. In his seventeen innings he made 396 runs. 
^The City Rifle Battalion went into camp near Mill- 
timber railway station of the Deeside line. The strength 
of the battalion at this date was 850 ; of course they were 

not all in camp. Mr. Arthur Clyne, one of the foremost 

and most refined of our young architects, displayed an 
excellent etching in the window of Messrs. Hay & Lyall, 
Market Street — " Suggestions for Laying out the Lands of 
Torry" — which attracted a good deal of attention. It 
was most favourably noticed by William Alexander in 
the Free Press. Referring to the labours of the Aberdeen 
Land Association, he wrote : '' The whole scheme seems 
now in a shape worthy of the united, earnest action of all 
interested in the city's progress and development. By 
the carrying out of the long-wished-for carriage drive 
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along the river's bank to the Old Bridge of Dee, Aberdeen 
will, whether for beauty of noble river, lovely sweep of 
road and hill or glimpses of golden sand and silver sea, 
or of distant tower and mountain top, stand unrivalled 

among the cities of Scotland." ^Aberdeen Boating Club 

sent a crew of its members to contest in a mile and half 
race with Edinburgh University Club, and they won the 
match in ten minutes. Our men were, R. D. Garden, R. 
G. Adamson, George Cruden, H. C. Gordon, A. J. V. 
Storie, J. Fairbaim, R. L. Murray, C. C. Nisbet, and 
another. 

At the age of seventy-five Captain Thomas Shepherd of 
Kirkville, Skene, passed away, to the deep regret of a vast 
number of friends of every persuasion. He was greatly 
liked. He took a deep and active interest in Free Church 
matters, but his heart and work went out to all deserving 
objects. In earlier life Captain Shepherd was in the 

service of the East India Company. ^Mr. Cassie ''has 

eyes and a conscience ". This was the concluding sentence 
in a laudatory notice by a critic of power of our townsman's 
fine picture, Summer on the East Coast of Scotland, in the 
Exhibition of the Royal Academy. 

Here is a little thing in humble life which certain 
learned critics were pleased to write about as noticeable 
for its " simplicity and truth " : — 

A FACTORY LASSIE'S SANG. 

{Air: Ths Eye comes hams,) 

My lad he is a bonnie lad, and bides in Aberdeen, 
He's aye richt frank and kindly, sae pintit aye and dean. 
An' tho' I'm but a lassie yet and wirldn' at the mill. 
He's liket me since first we met, and says he likes me still, — 
He says he likes me still, he says he likes me still, 
Sae I'U try to be as gweed's I can, tho' wirkin' at the miU. 

I ken some folk look doon on us and ca' ns orra tra^ 

Bnt hearts may lore and thochts be pore tho' oover'd by a rag ; 
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On Feenday nicht when wag^ comes I pay a' that I*m doe, 
An' wear the aold daes oot until I*m able to get new, — 
Until I can get new, talon' np nae shooeter's bill. 
For I'll try to be aye dear o' debt tho' wirkin' at the milL 

There's mony lassies that we meet wad like to win my lad. 
And when they see me gann wi' him it's like to pit them mad ; 
They think I'm far aneath them, an' wid treat me wi' HiaHain 
But I never wore a bonnet yet that wisna' a' my ain, — 
That wisna' a' my ain, sae lat them jeer wha will, 
Ane needna hand their held aye doon tho' wirkin' at the milL 

There's Peggy she's a polisher, Jean's at the envelopes, 
Flo and Kate wad fain be ladies, an' sae they serve in shops ; 
Jemima stitches printet books. Miss Alice shoos at hame. 
Sly Annie cores provisions, an' there's some I wadna name, — 
There's some I wadna name, bit wi* a' their airt and skill, 
They canna ding the lassie oot that's wirkin' at the milL 

My lad he's nae a baker, they hae to rise ower seen. 

Nor yet is he a sailor, for fa' wid lie their leen ? 

The sooter nor the tailor chaps on Mondays winna wirk. 

An* I never kent a kamemacker that gaed to ony kirk, — 
They never fyle the kirk bit play mischief and ill, 
Yet some o' them hae made gweed men to lassies at the mill. 

My dear lad's name ye'd like tae ken, bit that I manna tell, 
For love is nae the richt heart love that clashes o' itsel' ; 
He's maybe doon the Fittie way, or oot at Ferryhill, 
Or maybe he's nae far fae me an wirkin' at the mill, — 
He's maybe at the mill, maybe Tom or Jim or Bill, 
An' he's promised in a year or twa to tak' me frae the milL 

Rubislaw Church, the first of five additional places of 
worship in connection with the Church of Scotland, was 
opened on 6th June, 1875, the preachers at the respective 
diets being Reverend Dr. Charteris, Reverend Gavin Lang, 
and Reverend A. J. Robertson — organist. Miss Lucas. The 
movement for the increase was the outcome of the zeal 
and labours of Reverend Henry Cowan, who became the 
first minister of Rubislaw, and soon gathered around him 
a large and influential congregation. He remained with 
them till 1882, when he accepted a call from the people 
of New Greyfriars, Edinburgh. A few years later he 
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was appointed Professor of Church History in Aberdeen 
University. In the charge of Rubislaw Church, Mr. Cowan 
was succeeded by the Reverend Robert Thomson, a dis- 
tinguished scholar in his College days, and recognised now 
as a widely read and cultured clergyman. An inter- 
esting cricket contest took place between a side composed 
of the past pupils of Chanonry School and an eleven chosen 
from the rest of the Aberdeenshire. The scores were 151 
against 127, the principal run-getters amongst the school- 
mates being J. F. Lumsden, 52, and M. S. Maclaren, 47. 
Amongst the clubmen, L. T. Grant contributed 39 and 
H. F. Shapley, 26. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Following the retirement of John Angus and James 
Valentine, new arrangements had to be made regarding 
the town's officials thus : Mr. William Gordon, the City 
Chamberlain, became Town Clerk with a salary of £600 
and Clerk to the Harbour Commissioners at £150 ; Mr. 
George Robb, who had been assistant to Mr. Angus, was 
made Town Clerk Depute at £250 ; and Mr. George Milne, 
Police Treasurer, was raised to the Chamberlainship with 
£380. Good old James Frater and the younger officials — 
George Strachan and James Yates — likewise profited by 

the new distribution of duties. Mr. John Robertson, a 

townsman of some standing in the world of letters, died 
at his English home aged sixty-four. For a period he 
was editor of the Westminster Review, when that organ 
was about its best. His father was a cooper in Aberdeen, 
and the son deceased married a daughter of our Provost 
Moir. 

The Harbour Board lost a popular and efficient 
member at this date — Mr. Alexander Rhind Dyer, of 
Messrs. Richard Connon & Company, shipowners and 
wood merchants. He had reached sixty-four and was 
much respected, his quiet and kindly courtesy gaining 
him many friends. 

Mr. John Keith — Pratt & Keith — had the gratification 

of now seeing his spacious buildings, including the Palace 

Hotel, opened at Union Bridge. There had been nothing 
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to equal the building in Aberdeen — ^there is little to sur- 
pass it till this day (1904), and it yearly grows in extent 
and attraction. Mr. Keith was proud of his establish- 
ment, but did not care much about the variety display 
of articles which came into popularity through the window- 
dressing push and fancy of some of his shop assistants. 
But the young fellows — with hints from London — ^knew 
what they were about, and "Pratt & Keith's'' is un- 
doubtedly one of the chief shows for the feminine eye in 

Union Street. ^The Fourteenth Annual Vapinschaw 

commenced on the Aulton Links with attractive weather, 
and there was a very large attendance of volunteers. 
But unfortunately a visitation of fog and rain nearly 
played havoc with the meeting. The proceedings, how- 
ever, were carried out with spirit, and finished off with 
the bugle prize going to Buckie. The Queen's Cup was 
carried by Sergeant Stewart to Glendronach, and it may 
be guessed was well " damped " by the best blend «the 

''Kingdom of Forgue" could produce. ^Dr. John 

Mitchell Bruce, a young Aberdonian {vid Keig), who 
had been making a name for himself in London, was at 
this time appointed Registrar of Charing Cross Hospital. 
There was a host of candidates, but the influence of 
Dr. Quinn, then at the height of his great popularity, told 
effectively in favour of our rising townsman. " Mitchell 
Bruce " is now a name of Ittetropolitan medical influence. 
Dr. John Macrobin having resigned the Chair of 
Medicine in Aberdeen University, Dr. Robert Beveridge 
and Dr. Smith-Shand, both members of the Royal In- 
firmary staff, and dealt with already in my Beminis- 
cences, became early candidates. Both were esteemed 

able practitioners. The chair fell to Smith-Shand. 

Messrs. Vatt & Cumine, advocates, secured the small 
estate of Oakbank at the upset price of £6,000. It 
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became and contmues known as a charitable institution — 
the Industrial School for Boys — and is under the char^ 

of a Board of Directors. Reverend John Peden Bell, 

minister of the United Presbyterian Church, Midmar, 
died 9th July, aged sixty. He was a Glasgow University 
man and won much distinction as a student. His most 
formidable rival was the Reverend Principal Caird. 

The most interesting cricket match of the season was 
played at the Holbum Ground on the 14th and ISfh of 
July between the Aberdeenshire Club and the Northern 
Counties. The latter team had usually suffered defeat 
at the hands of our local men, but now they held the 
game in hand from first to last. There was but one 
innings, and thus it stood : Northern Counties, 183 ; Aber- 
deenshire, 88. Lieutenants Cotton and Veare were the 
strength of the strangers, while F. Manson stood highest 
with the bat for Aberdeenshire. 

The refusal of the War Office to give any ear to 
the strong representations made for an extension of the 
barracks with the ultimate view of Aberdeen being made 
the headquarters of an infantry regiment created con- 
siderable indignation in the town, and Provost Jamieson 
called a Head Court of the inhabitants to protest. The 
meeting took place in the Court House, when the chief 
speakers were the Provost ; Mr. John Miller, Sandilands ; 
Sir William Forbes of Craigievar ; Mr. John Stewart of 
Banchory ; Baillie McHardy, and Mr. Alexander Pirie, 
manufacturer. A deputation was named to see the War 
Office authorities, but the Secretary of State wrote that 
Government not being in a position to comply with the 
memorial of the Town Council, it would be useless for 
him to receive the Aberdeen genUemen — and thus the 
movement terminated. 



CHAPTER XL. 

" A SAD ending.'' This was the unfortunate heading of 
the newspaper paragraph relating the appearance at the 
Guildhall, London, of Messrs. Alexander and William 
Collie, the great Manchester cotton warehousemen, to 
whose failure attention has already been given. The 
result was disastrous. They were both for a short time 
in confinement ; then released on heavy bail. Alexander 
fled the country, one of the charges against him being 
fraud upon the Union Bank of Scotland to the amount of 
£150,000. William, who had no concern in this transac- 
tion, was acquitted — and soon went abroad. He was a 
pushing, frank fellow, but the glamour of gain and posi- 
tion made him forget the old home and the old simple- 
going folks at Morkeu. Some idea of the style in which 
our erst honourable young townsmen moved in London 
may be gathered from the statement that Alexander's 
house in Kensington Palace Gardens was, after keen 
competition, sold for £38,500, while the drawing-room 
chairs brought £80 each. 

There were several important cricket matches about 
this time. Arbroath sent a "United" team from that 
quarter and in two days' play victory fell to Al>erdeen. 
Arbroath made 68 and 113, while the home men ran up 
in their single innings 214 — of which J. F. Lumsden in his 
best style got 63, and G. H. Coxon, 51. A. W. Scholly 

was the hero of the visitors, with 49 on his second turn at 
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the wickets. The report of the game says that this gentle- 
man played all the opponent bowlers well, succumbing 
at length to A. V. Anderson, a young lad whose slow 
underhand deliveries seemed to puzzle and tantalise 
even the best of his foes. *'A. V/' became in time a 
popular figure on our cricket greensward. Aberdeen 
team went to Perth and played finely. They made 125 
and 112, G. Fraser contributing 58 ; J. F. Lumsden, 27 ; 
G. H. Coxon, 38 ; F. Manson, 47. The game could not be 
finished, though Burley, the Aberdeen prof., had no fewer 
than fourteen of the wickets. Our men now met the best 
eleven Kincardineshire could muster. There used to be 
some fine players in their teams — lairds' sons home from 
the big English schools. The manly, graceful style in 
which these handsome lads stood bat in hand before the 
wickets was delightful to look upon. Of course, this was 
the result of professional coaching. In those days some 
of the press scorers knew the game pretty well, and 
used to throw acceptable descriptive touches into their 
reports — as thus : ' ' Bridges misjudged a hit and got his 
companion Burley run out — both players being at the 
same wicket at the same time. With commendable 
chivalry Bridges never asked the umpire who was ' out,' 
but he took the consequences upon himself, and retired 
from the field amid loud cheers, given quite as much in 
appreciation of his generous conduct in the interest of 
the professional as of his really magnificent batting. 
The fielding was superb — ^the long-leg returns of E. M. 
Bannerman, a well-known Edinburgh cricketer, being a 
sight to see." Penciller touches of this character are 
always welcome, and lighten up the reading of a well- 
contested cricket match wonderfully. 

A new figure with a light, brisk footstep now appeared 
hurrying up Broad Street and entering the ancient, homely 
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gate of Marischal College. This was the newly appointed 
Professor of Midwifery, Doctor William Stephenson. He 
came from Edinburgh, and is with us still (1904), retaining 

much of his 1875 buoyancy and spirit. Aberdeen 

at this date lost its most accomplished all-round precentor 
— William Anderson, clothier, Queen Street, so long con- 
nected with the South Free Church. He appears in an 
early part of the first volume of the Reminiscences. 

Gordon's Hospital was receiving a considerable 
amount of earnest attention. More than one scheme 
had been propounded having for its aim the extending 
of the benefits of the institution ; and now under motion 
by Baillie Esslemont the converting of the hospital into a 
day school for elementary and secondary education was 
under consideration. It was an important business, and 
the splendid position to-day which " Gordon's College *' 
commands in educational circles bears ample testimony to 

the wisdom and ability with which it was carried out. 

The intention to build a slaughter-house at Kittybrewster 
was, after much small-beer quibbling, departed from, the 
Town Council resolving to dispose of the ground acquired 
for the purpose. £1,500 could be obtained for it — a sum 
representing the whole expenses incurred. The disposal 
motion was carried by 19 votes to 5 — ^Baillie Esslemont 
and Councillor David Macdonald objecting strongly. 

An English opera company, under the direction of 
Mr. Charles Durand, were playing a short and fairly 
successful engagement with Mr. Gomersal. They were 
an experienced combination, and William Parkinson, the 
tenor, though getting old, became a favourite. 

August 19th, Her Majesty Queen Victoria and Court 
arrived at Balmoral in lovely weather. The welcome 
given the sovereign was unusually pronounced in its 
heartiness — considerable anxiety having been created 
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regarding the safety of the party through the alarming 
accident which occurred to the royal yacht when cross- 
ing the Solent. The yacht ran down a schooner, belong- 
ing to a Manchester gentleman, having a private party on 
board. Miss Peel, a lady of some position, the captain, 
and one if not two of the crew were drowned. A charge 
was circulated that the accident occurred through the 
owner of the schooner taking his vessel too near to the 
yacht in order that his friends might have a good view of 
the Queen and companions. He indignantly denied the 
charge. He could not, he protested, have ever thought 
of being guilty of such impertinence. The incident was 
much spoken about, far and near, and while the verdict 
of the jury was ''accidental collision," a rider was 
added that the navigating officer of the Alberta had 
committed an error of judgment. 

In 1875 Mr. Burnett of Kemnay was as industrious 
and welcome a writer to the newspapers as he is to-day. 
But he had more opponents then, and the corespondence 
was much read. In his own way the accomplished if 
somewhat erratic laird could, and can, hold his own 
with most of his foes, and there are some sub-editors 
I wot of who will be sorry when he lays down his widely 
informed pen. Twas about a Sunday School being 
granted for a children's dance that the then fracas was 
being fought ; it came to nothing more alarming than 
slinging of ink. 

Fine weather, many spectators, and the presence of 
royalty contributed to make the Braemar Gathering a 
delightful holiday. The games w^e bravely contested. 



CHAPTER XU. 

[Sabbath, 11th December, 1904. Early this moming 
Aberdeen lost one of its oldest citizens, and I, personally, 
the dearest of friends — ^Mr. William Cadenhead, wine 
merchant. He had reached his eighty-fifth year, and 
was widely known through his frequent contributions to 
the newspaper press in the form of verses — ^verses always 
characterised by genial, happy fancy of subject and 
melodious flow of language. The close tie between us 
had long long existed, ^e had attended when very 
young the same humble school in the Green district 
taught by an old seaman, and there never was a break 
in our friendship. William Cadenhead worked as a boy 
in a small factory at the foot of Carmelite Street, while I, 
five years his junior, served in Fisher Row as a stable 
lad at the top of the same thoroughfare. As we grew up 
our occupations and leanings parted us somewhat. He 
was for many years employed at Broadford factory ; I 
became an engraver's apprentice. William developed 
into a wine and spirit merchant ; I took to music, news- 
paper reporting, etc., and about 1845 our early friendship 
was renewed over books, pictures and kindred likings. 
And I may truly say that for full half a century our 
companionship was unbroken — winter and summer. His 
friendship was to me a lesson in truthfulness and gener- 
osity. My companion's word was sacred as honour ; his 

hand open to every genuine call of charity. I doubt if 
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there is a single organisation for helping the poor and 
downtrodden in our city to which William Cadenhead 
was not a willing contributor. He was the best man it 
has ever been my fortune to know, and so, with that 
said, old friend, good — 

No, not good night, 
Bat in some brighter dime 
Bid me good morning.] 

An interesting cricket fixture of more than ordinary 
attraction came off on Holbum Ground towards the end 
of August, the contestants being eleven professionals of 
Scotland and eighteen gentlemen of Aberdeen and dis- 
trict. There was some superior play, but the bowling of 
the professionals was too good for the amateurs. King 
(of the Northern Counties) with Guild and Howell, I 
forget of where, were excellent alike with bat and ball. 
King had 50 runs and was the highest scorer amongst 
the professionals, but got topped by Mr. A. Pearson, 
son of a Kincardineshire proprietor and an Oxford 
student. He ran up 52 in quite a finished style, and 
was greatly admired. Time prevented the match from 
being finished. 

The Town Council held a full, important and some- 
what testy meeting anent the restoration of the St. 
Nicholas Church steeple. Designs for a new steeple had 
been considered in committee, and two of these had found 
special favour in the eyes of the members — one by Mr. 
William Smith, city architect, and another, in pencilled 
outline, by the late Mr. Archibald Simpson. There was 
considerable difference of opinion which of those plans 
should be adopted— Master of Kirk and Bridge ^orks 
James talker, the now (1905) Provost, leaning to the 
city architect's design, while Councillor James Aiken was 
altogether for the plan of the famous Simpson. These 
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gentlemen had what may be called words over the ques- 
tion. Mr. Aiken was a prominent member, an elder indeed, 
of the East Church congregation, while Mr. talker, from 
his official kirk position, naturally felt responsible that 
the steeple should be worthy his charge. There was but 
little difference in the respective costs — Smith, £3,500 ; 
Simpson, £3,100. There was, however, no provision for 
a clock in the latter design, and Mr. talker made good 
use of this shortcoming. He claimed that in virtue of 
his office he had given the matter a good deal of attention. 
Baillie Esslemont, while thinking the Master of Kirk and 
Bridge ^orks " just took the matter as high as there was 
any necessity for," seconded that gentleman's motion for 
the plans being remitted back to the city architect. Agreed. 
The 15,000 spectators who assembled on the banks of 
the Dee to witness the Aberdeen Annual Regatta of 1875 
were treated to a good deal more amusement than real 
sport. The boat races were well carried out, but fun was 
in the air, and the Bon-Accord and Dee Swimming Clubs 
provided this element richly at the close of the river con- 
tests. The rowing heroes were the following' members of 
Aberdeen Boating Club : B. G. Adamson, George Cruden, 
William Shepherd, R. D. Garden, Benjamin Saunders, H. 
C. Gordon (stroke), A. Strathdee (cox), in their favourite 
six-oared boat, the Ganymede. But the athletic-aquatic 
sports held the day. The Bon-Accord Club had a trapeze 
and a greased bowsprit extended in front of the Grand 
Stand, and resounding volumes of laughter and applause 
were earned by a number of fine young fellows who 
attempted various prescribed feats. The failures were 
quite as popular as the successes, there being not a 
shadow of danger, each and all who lost footing or grip, 
landing plump in the river. One of the chief attractions, 
splendidly performed, was the diving of William Suther- 
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land, the Beach Rescue, from the top bar of a trapeze 
erected at a height of thirty feet above the water. Poor 
Millie ! what a gallant, modest chap he was ! One may 
well lift hat or cap when passing his grave in Allenvale. 
The fine memorial stone, raised by his working-lad com- 
rades and others, reads thus : — 

aaBCTso 

BT 

PUBLIC SUBSCBIFTIOH 

or KXMOBT OF 

WILLIAM SUTHERLAND, 

nr BBOOOHITZON OF ma OALLinTBT ni BAYIHO 

UPWABDB OF 190 UVBS FBOM DBATH BT DBOWKDVa. 

BOBH AT ABBBOUBH 19tH JAXTT., 1846, AHO DIBO 90TH SEPT., 1885. 

A HXBO or HUMBCJB UVB. 

nfTBBBaO WBBM. 

ABSBDBBM, 8BFT., 1886. 

A social meeting of an unusual and important char- 
acter, held in the Palace Hotel at this date, was a good 
deal spoken about. It was named the Ceylon Dinner. 
The number of Aberdeenshire-bom men who had settled 
out there as planters and traders much surpassed, it was 
found, those from any other county in Scotland, and as 
several of the most influential of the body were mean- 
while '* home " on a holiday visit, they arranged to dine a 
large company of local friends and gentlemen with whom 
they had business connections. The assembly was a 
marked success — ^the attendance being large and influ- 
ential. The chair was filled by Mr. R. B. Tytler, a 
gentleman well known in Aberdeen through family ties, 
and holding a prominent position in Ceylon circles. He 
had as croupiers Messrs. J. F. Macleod and G. A. Cru- 
nell, also holding popular record abroad. All went well. 



CHAPTER XLH. 

For more than a quarter of a century horse-racing had 
been an unknown amusement in Aberdeen, and when 
Town Councillor Alexander Cook, junior, wine merchant, 
moved by his wonted love for " the noble steed creation," 
stirred up the question of a revival of the sport the pro- 
posal was met with an amount of heated opposition from 
many quarters through talk and letter- writing that added 
fuel to the fire of promotion. But Mr. Cook, who became 
secretary of the movement and clerk of the racecourse, 
aided by a number of determined supporters, prevailed, 
and the races took place on our "broad green links" 
on Friday, 11th September. They proved a holiday 
glory. The weather was all that could have been wished, 
and the attendance of spectators was put down at be- 
tween forty and fifty thousand-— old and young. The 
Broadhill presented a most engaging, a living appear- 
ance. It was clad from foot to top with parents and 
their bairns, all in their next to best "things" — ^bright 
and joyous, anxiously expecting fun and getting it for 
hours on end The Grand Stand, erected in front of 
Bannermill, was more than filled with ladies and gentle- 
men of the City and Shire, and what with the various 
amusements provided by wandering minstrels, jugglers, 
acrobats, fortune tellers and the brother and sister nomads 
gathered together from here, there and everywhere abid- 
ings, the scene was an ever-changing spectacle of out- 
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for-the-day delight. And good order with entertainment 
prevailed all round. This was, no doubt, in measure 
the result of the strict attention given to the hours specified 
on the programme for the commencement of the various 
items. The arrangements of the Race Committee in this 
respect gave much satisfaction. I forget who were the 
principal owners of the horses entered in the several 
heats, but the names of Dr. Dickson, Brechin, and William- 
son, Standingstones, Dyce, were often heard. Public and 
press were at one as to the success of the Aberdeen 
Races of 1875. They were a timely, well-conducted 
open-air holiday for all. For this, chief commendation 
was justly given to Mr. Alexander Cook, the promoter 
of the meeting, a gentleman to whom Aberdeen owed 
more than this. He was a thoughtful citizen, could hold 
his own in orderly, effective argument with the best of 
his conf rites in the Town Council , and was ever genuinely 
kind at heart. He died at his pleasant country home, '* The 
Birches," Peterculter, September, 1904, aged seventy. 

The end of Professor Huxley's term as Lord Rector was 
at hand, and a section of the students were anxious to 
nominate for the post the famous editor of the Scotsman, 
Alexander Russel, then at his very best with his rollick- 
ing, his powerful pen. His reply was thoroughly charac- 
teristic. After thanking the students for the intended 
honour, he said : " I must absolutely decline to allow my 
name to continue in the list of candidates. The office is 
entirely out of my line, and incompatible with my 

avocations." Mr. Angus Fraser, merchant, died at his 

country residence, Woodbank, Cults, on 24th September, 
aged sixty-eight. He was a member of the Town Council, 
as already noted, in 1861. There was an element of 
unusual sadness accompanying this event, deceased's 
youngest son, David Carter Fraser, a rising young advo- 



1875] ALBERT HALL, BALLATBR 175 

cate, having died at the same place the previous day 
(23rd) in his thirty-first year. 

Tuesday, 28th September, was a red-letter day at 
Ballater, for then was opened the ''Albert Memorial 
Hall " presented to this favourite Deeside resort by Mr. 
Alexander Gordon, brewer, London, at a cost of £2,500. 
This gentleman, a native of the district, proved a most 
generous son to his birthplace, and his memory will be 
long cherished by the people of successive generations. 
Leaving Deeside with nothing, it may be said, in his 
pocket, Mr. Gordon, by hard work, integrity and an 
unusual heritage of Scotch shrewdness, prospered in 
London, and soon was in possession of a handsome for- 
tune. The present day's proceedings were evidence of 
his latest interest in fair Ballater, and to take part therein 
a large and notable company assembled. The Memorial 
Hall, which stands opposite the railway station, is a solid 
and substantial building, comfortably furnished for public 
meetings of a diverse order, and containing on the ground 
floor an inviting reading-room and small library. The 
foundation-stone was laid by the Marchioness of Huntly, 
and after the outdoor ceremony luncheon was served in 
the billiard-room. The Reverend John Middleton, the 
parish minister — a model one — presided, and speeches 
were made by Mr. Gordon, the benefactor of the day, 
the Marquis of Huntly, Mr. J. W. Barclay, M.P., and 
other gentlemen. 



CHAPTER XUn. 

[Thursday, 26th Jannary, 1905. It may well be said that 
sadness and gloom himg over our fair city to-day, for 
the light of a brilliant young life had been suddenly 
eclipsed. Robert Brough, the fast-rising portrait painter, 
was, amid the lamentations of a thousand mourners, laid 
to rest in the ancient burying ground of grand old St. 
Machar Cathedral. His death was most piteous. He 
had been in the north on a professional visit, and was on 
his return journey (per Midland Railway) to London, 
when, during the dark of the early morning of Thursday, 
19th January, the Scotch express in which he was travel- 
ling was run into near Sheffield by another train going 
northwards. Five or six of the passengers were killed 
instantaneously, and a considerable number seriously in- 
jured. The carriage in which Mr. Brough and his fellow- 
travellers rode took fire, and before they could be 
rescued they were dreadfully burned — our townsman 
almost past recognition. He lingered on for four days, 
and then the nation (for his death was universally recog- 
nised as a national loss to art) had to lament the too 
early departure of one of the very foremost of its most 
promising painters. To-day, then, Aberdeen, it may 
truly be said, were burying their distinguished son, for 
Lord Provost James 'Walker, with the magistrates and 
a host of leading citizens, took part in the melancholy 

services, the clergymen of the cathedral — Reverend Dr. 
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John Calder and Reverend T. S. Cargill— officiating. Mr. 
G. C. Dawson, at the organ, gave a fine rendering of the 
Bead March in Saul. The grand old building was 
crowded, and the wealth of wreaths, sent from far and near, 
that lay on the coffin, hung upon the pillars and covered 
the organ, testified to the loving esteem in which the 
gifted young artist was held by his friends and admirers. 
He had only reached his thirty-second year.] 

The proprietor of Nethermuir — Vix, William Leslie — 
presiding at the forty-sixth ordinary meeting of the Great 
North of Scotland Railway, opened the proceedings in 
jubilant mood. The report to be submitted to the share- 
holders, he said, was very different from former docu- 
ments of like nature ; there had been a great increase in 
the traffic receipts, while the cost of securing that desir- 
able end had been comparatively small. The increase 
in their business during the past half year had been 
greater than in any other like period in the history of 
the line. The meeting parted in the best of humours, 
the annual allowance to the directors being increased 
from £400 to £800 without a murmur— while Mr. 
Archibald Duff extracted a promise that the salaries 
of the principal employees would be fitly considered. 
This was exceedingly like my old friend and neighbour, 
the Laird of Annfield, for he had been a faithful and 
energetic railway servant himself. There was not a 
better-known or kindlier soul along the whole of Great 
'Western Road, or indeed within a much wider area of 
our good Granite City, of which he became a worthy — 
sometimes it might be an amusing — ^baillie. He had a high 
opinion of his official chain, and ever supported the 
dignity thereof with firmness and liberality. No doubt 
Laird Annfield had, like certain others of us, his idiosyn- 
crasies, but he could be a delightful social companion, and 
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while he was ever ready to burst into a toast on any 
subject, he could as readily contribute a capital song. 
Possessed of an excellent mellow tenor voice, I do not 
know that there were many amateurs amongst us who 
could bring forth with greater native force or truer Jaco- 
bite feeling James Hogg's masterful CanC ye by Athol. 
Baillie Duff left us in January, 1901, at the age of seventy- 
nine, and not a few lost a staunch, a generous friend* 
He may not have been gifted with special magisterial 
attributes, but he was a great favourite with his fellow- 
councillors. I just knew him once in tumult against 
their decisions — ^this was allowing the dwelling-house in 
Great Western Road opposite Nellf ield Cemetery to be 
built several yards forward out of line with the evident 
position it should occupy. This naturally aroused the 
baillie*s ire as a house proprietor, and most people think 
now that the Council's action was a mistake — holding that 
it is the only, as yet, building eyesore in an important 
and popular thoroughfare. 

Mr. John Toole, long a favourite here, was fulfilling 
a short engagement at our theatre. He was drawing 
large audiences, and was well supported by two of the 
chief members of his London Stock Company — ^Miss 
Johnston and Mr. ^estland. ^e had also Mr. W, Cres- 
wick, a London tragedian of considerable rank, also Miss 
Genevieve 'Ward, whose acting in Forget-me-Not was 
a great treat. 

Mr. William Smith, architect, having according to 
Town Council instructions made several alterations on 
his No. 3 design for the East Church spire, submitted the 
drawings. The whole height from the ground to the 
weathercock had been increased from 165 to 185 feet. 
After a weak wordy debate this matter was sent to the 
Churches Committee. 
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Mr. Charles talker, merchant and commission agent, 
died at the age of fifty-eight. He claims notice for his 
diversified musical accomplishments. Thoughneveraffect- 
ing professionalism, he had been organist of St. John's 
Episcopal Church for a long period, fulfilling the duties 
of that office with a modesty and efficiency that won 
deserved admiration. He was one of the group of 
amateurs who formed the once well-known "Haydn 
Society " under Mr. Henry Baker. He played the flute 
in that clever and nicely balanced combination. Mr. 
Walker was further a delightfvd alto singer, and, indeed, 
it would not be going too far to say he was the most gifted 
musical amateur in our city. Many a kindly encouraging 
word did he give me regarding my psalmody improve- 
ment efforts. About 1853 this gentleman published a 
select collection of hymn tunes in connection with his St. 
John's Church duties, and he may well be associated with 
Mr. William Smith as the real, the practical pioneer in 
the revival amongst us of the superior class of old Scotch 
and English congregational tunes. The works of William 
Smith and Charles Walker stand in printed evidence of 
what they did for psalmody. 

The land and houses of Kepplestone, Rubislaw, came 
into the market and were sold by Messrs. Edmonds Sc 
Macqueen to Mr. Lauchlan McKinnon, advocate, for a 
client. That client was soon a much-spoken-about man. 
The fact is well known to everybody amongst us interested 
in Art that *' Kepplestone," through the generous hospi- 
tality of its owner, Mr. Alexander Macdonald, quarry 
owner and granite merchant, early became the holiday 
pilgrimage abode of a number of the chief artists of the 
period — painters, sculptors, black-and-white Punch men, 
etc. Mr. Macdonald*s collection of pictures was unique, 
and the portion of it now in Aberdeen Art Gallery is in- 
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deed worth a very long day's journey to examine. It may 
confidently be said that there is nothing like it in existence. 
Dr. Andrew Robertson of Hopewell, who had for 
twenty-eight years held the office of Commissioner on the 
Highland estates of Her Majesty, now, through increasing 
age, resigned his appointment. The Queen expressed deep 
regret, for she trusted him wholly, and he was held in 
much respect at Balmoral. The doctor was a widely 
known man on Upper Deeside. He was succeeded as 
Commissioner by Dr. Alexander Profeit, the parish phy- 
sician. Dr. Robertson died 16th November, 1881, aged 
eighty-two. ^Aberdeen Choral Union had a new con- 
ductor, M. Leon Guyon, who had been Professor of Music 
in the University of Le Mans. He came to Aberdeen as 
a master on the teaching staff of M. de Clayes' Educa- 
tional Institute. ^The Town Council now surmounted 

the East Church spire obstacle. Mr. 'William Smith 
submitted his design "3B" with proposed alterations, 
and Provost Jamieson and Councillor James 'Walker 
proposed and seconded its adoption. Agreed unan- 
imously. The spire would be, 'twas held, at once a 

credit and an ornament to the dty. ^The value of 

Aberdeen School Board properties was at this date 
reported to be £14,007. 



CHAPTER XUV. 

Mr. John Farley Leith, the city's representatiye in 
Parliament, met a large assemblage of his constituents in 
the Mimidpal Buildings and gave a long account of his 
stewardship. At the close of his address the honourable 
member received, on the motion of Mr. Alexander Nicol 

of Murtle, a cordial vote of confidence. ^Dr. James 

Lumsden, Principal of Aberdeen Free Church College, 
died at Bon-Accord Terrace, Sunday, 17th October, aged 
sixty-five. He came to Aberdeen in 1856 to fiU the Hebrew 
Chair, and not having been much heard of some opposition 
was manifested, but the determined way he went to work 
amongst his students soon overcame this feeling, for he 
was considered an admirable teacher. In preaching. Dr. 
Lumsden was described as "severely logical," which 
possibly was another way of saying " dry ". Those who 
knew him only in Church and Presbytery matters thought 
him inclined to be high-handed, but in the company of 
friends Principal Lumsden was genial and kindly hearted. 
The leading features in deceased's class-work were, his 
students said, "acuteness, clearness and order". He 
had a numerously attended funeral and rests in Allen- 
vale. 

Mr. Charles Carnegie, chief of the Constabulary Force 
in Scotland, sent a letter to our worshipful Town Council 
that created both surprise and merriment amongst that 

local body. He said that he had learned for the first 
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time that the night police force in Aberdeen in addition to 
their ordinary duties had to extinguish all the city lamps, 
and hinted that if this custom was not done away with he 
would feel it his duty in his next official report to strike 
off from the number of efficient members of the force all 
the men who put out the lights ! Provost Jamieson, amid 
the laughter of his fellow-councillors, waxed jocular over 
the letter. The practice complained of by the honour- 
able gentleman had been, it might be said, in existence 
from time immemorial, and constituted an enjoyment to 
the men rather than otherwise. " It broke up,*' he said, 
" the even tenor of their ways." They found so little to 
do, indeed, that they had " great need of something to 
keep them in life ". The matter was considered in com- 
mittee, and resulted in the night watchmen being relieved 
of the extinguishing duty and the '* enjoyment " committed 
to the lamplighters. 

A humble incident illustrative of the kindly relations 
existing between the Queen and her neighbours on Upper 
Deeside awakened much sympathetic interest. Mr. John 
Brown, tenant on Western Mieras, Crathie, father of Her 
Majesty's principal attendant, died 18th October, in his 
eighty-sixth year, and was buried in the parish kirkyard. 
The Queen with Princess Beatrice attended the funeral, 
and followed on foot the coffin to the hearse which, from 
the nature of the roads, could not be got very near the 
dwelling-house, \61ien the hearse moved off towards 
the churchyard Her Majesty returned to the house of 
mourning and stayed for some time with the bereaved 
widow. Besides the sovereign and her daughter there 
were present at the funeral the Marchioness of Ely ; Dr. 
Marshall, Braemar ; Dr. Robertson, Hopewell ; Mr. Saul ; 
Dr. Prof eit ; the principal servants from Balmoral, and a 
number of the Crathie neighbours. 
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Municipal election matters were engaging little and 
languid attention. Baillie Esslemont was, of his own 
choice, retiring from the Second Ward. There was a 
general feeling of disappointment at this, and efforts were 
made by his friends to sway him to remain. But no : so 
Mr. Alexander Cook, junior, who was a good deal in the 
eye of the public through his recent successful promotion 
of the races, stepped into the breach. Moreover, he was 
nominated by my old friend Mr. William Cadenhead, a 
favourite with everybody, in a spirited speech, and landed 
first at the winning post. One of the leading questions 
at the Third Ward meeting was regarding the appoint- 
ment of a Stipendiary Magistrate. Baillies Hugh Ross 
and Charles Smith — ^the only candidates — treated the 
query cavalierly ; they had no objection to such an 
appointment if the electors preferred paying a penny in 
the pound (£800 per annum) of taxes to accepting their 
services for nothing I This settled the heckling. 

Mr. Alexander Walker had been unanimously re- 
elected to the Dean of Guildship. As well he might. 
No soul who ever filled the office could have devoted 
more time and attention to the duties. Things went 
very smoothly at the first meeting of the new Town 
Council, the only change in the situation being the trans- 
lation of Mr. James Abel, Master of Guild Brethren 
Hospital, to the Sixth BaiUieship and the advent of Mr. 
Alexander Cook. 

About this time there was a pleasant but deluding 
prospect of getting nearer and sooner to the Royal 
Highlands, through a spoken-of " Braemar and Balmoral 
Railway". It was rumoured that the Queen was now 
not unwilling to see such an undertaking entered upon, 
and this seemed to be confirmed when Mr. Smithells, 
the manager of the Caledonian Railway, accompanied by 
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some of his directors, had been over the ground to judge 
if a line could be formed to link Aberdeen, Braemar and 
Strathmore in a connected system starting at Alyth and 
passing up Glenisla and Glenshee to Braemar. Matters 
it was understood went on favourably so far as considera- 
tion of the scheme was concerned, but halted with words 
— ^idle words. 



CHAPTER XLV. 

Two brothers well known in the city were called away 
within the space of one week — ^Mr. James WyUie, book- 
seller, top of Bridge Street, and Mr. David Wyllie, manager 
of the Union Bank, Castle Street. Both gentlemen were 
much respected, and both had passed the threescore 

and ten, with little difference in their ages. ^Another 

citizen had also to be mourned who was even of greater 
longevity and wider repute — ^Dr. John Cruickshank, Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics in Marischal College, a position he 
had achieved through his own unaided efforts and talents. 
In his early youth he was a worker in the fields near his 
humble Banffshire home, but industry and determination 
carried him steadily forward. He was a most capable in- 
structor, and the thousands of students who passed through 
his classes from 1817 to 1860, when he retired, loved him 
with a great love. For twenty years Dr. Cruickshank 
held the post of Inspector of Schools under the Milne 
Bequest in the Northern Counties. He bestowed a 
fatherly interest in all that pertained to Marischal College, 
and it may be said took the chief labour of superintend- 
ing the rebuilding of the College, 1836-1840. The Doctor 
lived and moved amongst us daily, till he reached eighty- 
nine, and it was well and truly written of him that " Aber- 
deen had seldom lost a citizen more distinguished for all 
that is upright, honourable and independent ". 

Sir George Reid*s very fine portrait of Mr. John Angus, 
(185) 
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so long the city's trusted Town Clerk, was now finished, 
and got a prominent place in the Council Chambers. It 
was, and is, greatly admired, and undoubtedly constitutes 
one of the painter's most striking and successful produc- 
tions. The election of Lord Rector of Marischal College 

passed over in comparative quietness — ^Mr. W. E. Forster, 
M.P., going in with a sweeping majority. ^The appoint- 
ment of Mr. J. B. L. Bimie, advocate, Edinburgh, to be 
Sheriff-Substitute of Airdrie, gave much pleasure to that 
gentleman's Aberdeen friends. "J. B. L." was a great 
favourite with the young legal brethren. He was talented 
and frank, ever speaking and dressing welL He was not 
long spared to fill the honourable office to which he had 

been called. ^Our city had a " Rangers' Football Club " 

in the days I am writing about — ^their locale being the 
cricket ground of the Aberdeenshire. It was but right, 
therefore, that Mr. J. Forbes Lumsden should be to the 
front in the doings : he was President, while Mr. George 
Cruden was captain and H. C. Gordon secretary. They 
played the Rugby game — ^the Association not being yet in 

the field. Peace, perfect peace, prevailed at the Town 

Council election of office-bearers. Provost Jamieson, in 
nominating Mr. George Donald for the first baillieship, 
used an unusual turn of commendation in doing so : "I 
beg to propose my confidential friend and neighbour, who 
enjoys a popularity that were it necessary to have the 
suffrages of the inhabitants in this promotion, they would 
be very readily given ". 

Mr. Brownlow North, a gentleman who has already 
appeared in my notes as having caused considerable agita- 
tion in the city and over the country as an evangelist, 
now died at Tillichewan Castle, Dumbartonshire, aged 
sixty-six. He had in his youth been quite a gay member 
of society, '* a man of the world " in fact, but as he reached 
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middle life a change came with deep religious convictions. 
When living in the North he greatly scandalised the 
good folks of pleasant and peaceful Forres by driving on 
the Sundays through the town fully equipped with rod, 
reel and basket for a day's fishing in the romantic Find- 
horn. Brownlow was greatly liked — ^being frank and 
fearless. He was buried in the Dean Cemetery, Edin- 
burgh. ^A new entertainer in the equestrian line named 

Talliott opened his circus in Bridge Street Place and at- 
tracted goodly audiences. He had a company of fair 
talent, including W. F. Wallett, the Queen's jester, of 
whom my readers have already heard. There was 
better fare, however, at the theatre — ^the Vezin Chippen- 
dale Company, one of the best comedy combinations we 
had had a visit from for years. They were but poorly 
supported. St. Clement's Parish Church having under- 
gone extensive repairs was now reopened, when every- 
body in the congregation was delighted with the very fine 
organ presented by Mr. John Duthie of Caimbulg. If I 
remember rightty, it was the second important instrument 
introduced to aid the psalmody in any of the local Presby- 
terian churches. Mr. Adlington was the player. 

Aberdeen now lost the gentieman who was reckoned 
the very ablest of our citizens in business circles — ^Mr. 
Alex. Pirie, of the great firm of Messrs. Pirie & Sons, 
paper manufacturers. He died at Dresden in his sixty- 
fourth year. What a handsome man he was ! and a 
splendid speaker. I have dealt with Mr. Pirie already, 
and need only add that he was frequentiy spoken of for 
Provost, and that the representation of the city was quite 
within his reach had he cared for Parliamentary honours. 

Mr. John Angus was now the recipient of his beautiful 

portrait from the studio of Mr. George Reid, to which re- 
ference has already been made. There are a number of 
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fine portraits from the same brush in the Town and 
County Hall, but for faithfulness as a likeness, working 
out of details and brilliancy of colour, there is nothing 
till this day to eclipse the presentment of our most worthy 
old Town Clerk. 

The much-esteemed and amiable member of Parlia- 
ment for East Aberdeenshire, Mr. William Dingwall 
Fordyce, was not long spared to fill that office. He died 
at BrucUay Castle, on 26th November, 1875, at the early 
age of thirty-eight — ^respected and popular with all shades 
of politicians and churchmen. Mr. Fordyce was a zealous 
but fair-minded member of the Free Church. 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

Little of public importance occupied attention during 
the opening weeks of December, save the East Aberdeen- 
shire election. It may be said to have monopolised 
everybody alike in city and county, for meetings were of 
almost daily occurrence, and the newspapers recorded 
the sayings and doings at much length. Half-a-dozen 
candidates at least were named, and nearly all addressed 
the constituents over the whole division of the county. 
Meetings were held at Ellon, Fraserburgh, Lonmay, 
Peterhead, Turriff, St. Fergus, Strichen, and other dis- 
tricts were stirring and all got their turn of being ad- 
dressed by General A. H. Gordon (unde of Lord 
Aberdeen), a stout Conservative ; Mr. Ainslie Douglas 
Ainslie of Delgaty, Liberal, and Mr. George Hope of 
Bordlands, better known as '' Fenton Bams," a popular 
agriculturist and staunch Liberal. This gentieman early 
became the favourite candidate, and resolutions were 
passed at more than one of the centres visited calling on 
Mr. Ainslie to withdraw so as to allow the Liberals to 
concentrate their votes upon Mr. Hope. But this was 
not listened to, and the speeches grew louder, longer — 
and very much warmer. Everybody who had a vote ap- 
parenUy admired " Fenton Bams," but he was a Unitarian, 
and his theological views were bitterly opposed. The 
election day, therefore, saw the following figures on the 
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return boards — General Gordon, 1,903 ; Mr. George Hope, 

1,558. ^The Reverend William Dovertie Strahan, for 

twenty-three years Head Master of Gordon's Hospital, 
died in Old Aberdeen at the age of seventy. He was 
amiable and much respected. He succeeded the well- 
known Dr. Findlater, and while it cannot be claimed 
that he left a name equal to that gentleman for scholar- 
ship, he did excellent work amongst ''his Hospital boys ". 
His eldest son. Captain G. C. Strahan, was a clever young 
soldier, and was appointed Governor of the Gold Coast, 
while his only daughter became the wife of Professor 
John Black, King's College. 

Four vacancies occurred at the Harbour Board and 
five candidates contested the seats, namely, three of the 
sitting members : Mr. William Henderson, Mr. James 
Eddie, and another, with Mr. James Crombie, commission 
agent, Quay, and Mr. Joseph Wood, manager of Aberdeen, 
Hull and Newcastle Shipping Co. , both capable men. The 
vote resulted thus : Crombie, 153 ; Wood, 128. 

Though generally in the very heart of any heated Es- 
tablished Presbytery debate in which he took part the 
Reverend Dr. Pirie seldom lost his temper. At the 
December meeting of the Aberdeen School Board, 
however, he, as Chairman, fairly ran off the rails and 
created a kind of sensation. This too although he had 
such cool-headed men at his elbow as Bishop Suther ; 
Reverend Mr. Sutherland, Catholic clergyman ; Mr. (later 
on Sir) William Henderson ; Doctor Alexander Bain, and 
Professor John Black. The Board drifted into a subject 
not upon the card of business, and here is a bit of what 
occurred : — 

Professor Black — I would like to make a remark 
upon 

Dr. Pirie — I object to this going on. You are not in 
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order in raising a discussion on a question not before 
us. 

Mr. Henderson — ^I beg to move that Professor Black 
be heard. 

Dr. Pirie — I tell you plainly that if you put me here 
to sit on business that is not before us, I will leave the 
chair. I have not time. 

Mr. Henderson — We may hear Professor Black. 

Dr. Pirie — We have gone away from the business 
before us and you are perfectly wearying. I have been 
away from my own house since half-past ten o'clock. 

Here the matter dropped, but William Alexander in 
his Free Press summary slyly ventured to hint '* that it 
might fairly be inferred gastronomic reasons had as much 
to do with the prevention of the discussion as the Doctor's 
reverence for order ". 

Two young and very popular country ministers 
were taken away with the closing days of December — 
Reverend E. N. B. Melville, Maryculter, an attractive 
preacher with an engaging personality. He had but 
reached his fortieth year. Only twelve months older, 
the Reverend John Wallace, Parish Church, New Deer, 
died, and was much mourned. He was a brother of the 
gifted parson of Old Greyfriars, Edinburgh, whose career 
fills a special niche in the history of the Scottish Church, 
for beyond his pulpit power he was for a period Pro- 
fessor of Church History, succeeded Alexander Russel 
as editor of the Scotsman^ and latterly held a seat in the 

House of Commons. ^The Reverend William Brebner, 

assistant. New Kilpatrick, Glasgow, was chosen to fill the 
vacancy in Gilcomston Church. This brought a hard- 
working and as time passed on a greatly respected servant 
of the Master to Aberdeen. Mr. Brebner goes about his 
parish duties quietly, unpretentiously, and is regarded 
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with much affection by a large congregation. ^The 

Choral Union closed their labours of the year with a 
successful performance of The Messiah. The members 
assembled in great force, and under the firm guiding 
baton of M. Leon Guyon, and the presence of a crowded 
audience, sang with much spirit and effect. The soloists 
were a strong quartette — ^Miss Banks, soprano ; Miss 
Palmer, contralto ; Signor Fabrini, tenor ; and Mr. 
Henry Pope, bass. Modest, retiring William Morrison 
was at the organ, while capable James Justice led the 
band as of yore. 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

When the year 1876 opened, extension of the North Pier 
was engaging the serious attention of the shipping com- 
munity. Mr. Dyce Cay had submitted a carefully con- 
sidered scheme of the proposed additional 400 yards, 
but the consulting engineers, Messrs. Hawkshaw and 

Abemethy, were not at one on the subject. The 

trade of the harbour was satisfactory, but shipbuilding 
continued very dull. The necessity of a capacious 

graving dock was, however, being advocated. Doctor 

Patrick Watt, who enjoyed a considerable practice at 
the foot of the Gallowgate, dropped down dead very 
suddenly on the first Monday of the year while on his 

way to visit a patient. Half-a-dozen new schools for 

the landward parts of Oldmachar were opened at this 
date and were most favourably written about. The 
committee entrusted with the work had carried out their 
instructions in a way ''to be an example to all other 
like bodies in Scotland''. The six buildings had cost 
£11,376 and could accommodate 1,700 pupils. 

The heritors of Oldmachar had a busy time over the 
election of a chairman at their annual meeting. Two 
members were nominated — ^the Reverend Doctor Trail, 
and Mr. William Clark, late Inspector of Poor. This 
latter named was one of the coolest, ready-for-a-rumpus 

ratepayers imaginable, but on this occasion he was outvoted 
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for the seat of honour. ^A Skating Rink was opened 

in a floor of Spring Garden factory. The situation was 
admittedly inconvenient, but necessary space was difficult 
to be got. The floor of concrete was sixty-two feet long 
by thirty-three in breadth, and smooth as a billiard table. 
For a time the rink was popular. It was conducted by 
an experienced showman named Duckworth, who is still 
plying his trade amongst us. He and his wife were 
both accomplished skaters, and the amusement in the 
afternoons (ladies) and in the evenings (gentlemen) was 
greatly enjoyed. 

A movement for the establishment of a Homoeopathic 
Dispensary in Aberdeen was now entered upon with fair 
promise of success. The leading spirit was Dr. Dyce 
Brown, a rising young physician of the city, member of 
a well-known local family. He was a close friend of 
Dr* Archibald Reith, who, as related in Vol. II., lost 
his position on the staff of the Royal Infirmary through 
introducing Homoeopathy into his wards. Within a 
month the new Dispensary was opened at 47 Lodge 
Walk, a charge of half-a-crown being made for a month's 
advice and medicine. Subscribers to the institution had 
the free privilege of recommending poor patients. Dr. 
Brown had the support of a number of very influential 
noblemen and gentlemen — amongst others the Earl of 
Crawford and Balcarres, Lord Forbes, Sir William 
Seaton, Sir William Forbes. Major Ross was appointed 
Chairman of the Acting Committee, and Mr. David Little- 
john, advocate. Secretary — ever an earnest worker in the 
cause of the sick poor. 

The American Spelling Bee craze began to boom or 
buzz over the whole country about this date, and a most 
successful competition took place in our Music Hall in 
presence of a crowded audience. The promoters had 
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fortunately secured the right — the very rightest — men for 
the presiding offices, namely, Sheriff Comrie Thomson, 
Chairman ; Dr. John Kerr, Inspector of Schools, Ex- 
amining Catechist ; the Reverend Professor John Black ; 
Reverend Dr. MiUigan ; Reverend James Smith, Newhills ; 
Reverend G. M. Cravie, and men of like mettle as referees. 
The competitors were limited to fifty ladies and fifty 
gentlemen, and well on to these numbers took their seats 
in the orchestra. The entry money, was, I think, one 
shilling for the competition and sixpence to the other 
places in the hall. Sheriff Thomson opened the proceed- 
ings in a lightsome, let-us-all-be-happy-together speech, 
giving credit to the country members of the Bucksburn and 
Auchmull Improvement Association for really promoting 
the first Aberdeen Spelling Bee. He then, in very distinct 
terms, announced the rules of the contest, amongst which 
were the following : one chance to each candidate ; can- 
didates at liberty to appeal to the referees, whose decision 
will be final ; every candidate to stand when spelling. 
Some of the ladies appealed to the chairman that they 
would like support when facing the foe, and accordingly 
— as might be easily supposed — this was courteously 
granted and the ladies stood up in fives. (Sheriff Comrie 
Thomson had a way ^11 his own when speaking for the 
fair sex.) Then began the fray, and for three hours and 
a half no audience of which I ever formed a imit enjoyed 
themselves more heartily than the three thousand then 
assembled. Under the sway of John Kerr and Comrie 
Thomson matters moved like clock-work. Not a moment 
was lost in dilly-dallying. It was considered that on the 
whole the ladies made the better appearance — ^there were 
a number of pupil teachers in their ranks, but to equalise 
this there were, on the other hand, a good few college 
students whose failures to answer correctly created much 
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laughter ; they looked so crestfallen when they came to 
grief. But how heartily the applause of the crowded 
house rang forth at many of the promptly given success- 
ful answers. I record with pleasure, and compliments, 
the names of the leading prize-takers : — 

Ladies : Itt, Miss Elizabeth Daniel 3 



„ 2nd, Misa Anne Mackintosh 
I, 3rd, Mrs* Connon • • • • 
Gentlemen : 1st, Mr. William Murray Leslie 
„ 2nd, Master John D. Thomson 



I forget who was third in the male struggle. 

I have been present at many competitions of widely 
varied character, but never at one where the spirit of 
earnestness, fairplay and satisfaction prevailed in greater 
measure than at the one now noticed. The burden of 
the proceedings fell of course upon the catechist, Dr. John 
Kerr, and most thoroughly and lightsomely did that 
scholarly gentleman go through his work. He won ad- 
miration from everybody. Reader, have you seen his 
recently issued volume ? If you have not, get it early. 

Aberdeen Music Hall Company at their annual meet- 
ing had pleasant tidings to impart. Dr. John Webster of 
Edgehill in presiding said the business of the past twelve 
months had been satisfactory, the expenditure having been 
£592 while the income amounted to £728. 

Considerable interest was felt in sporting circles re- 
garding the issue of a shooting competition arranged 
between the Inverurie volunteers and the Demerara Rifle 
Association. The homesters had done so well in their 
trials of skill with some native crack corps that they 
carried the proud title of the ''Fighting Tenth/' and 
were weighed accordingly. Brave things had also been 
heard about the Demerara men, and they proved worthy 
of their reputation. They easily overcame their *' brethren 
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of the bullet" dwelling near the foot of Benachie, for 
when in due time Colonel Jackson read out the scores 
they were found to run thus : The Demerara Association, 

707 points ; Inverurie squad (ten men), 601 points. 

We had Mr. and Mrs. Chippendale at the theatre play- 
ing in a round of the best old English comedies — She 
Stops to Conquer, The Bivals, etc. They were fine artistes 
both, but were not very well supported. 



CHAPTER XLVIII. 

[8th April, 1905. An outstanding day in Aberdeen. 
Never before were there seen assembled in our honoured 
old city so many distinguished strangers at a local cere- 
mony — strangers holding high rank and place in Art and 
Letters. The occasion of the gathering was a notable 
one — ^the opening of the Sculpture Hall in connection with 
the Art Gallery, Schoolhill. The work of this important 
extension has been in progress for some considerable time, 
and now when accomplished the structural result is ad- 
mitted to be a revelation of grace, light and beauty ; while 
the contents have been pronounced by the eminent artistic 
experts present to-day to form '* a series of casts from all 
the finest sculptures of classical and modem times," from 
the hands of the greatest masters the world has seen. 

This new addition to our Art Gallery has been called 
into existence mainly through the suggestion of a towns- 
man well known in his day — Mr. John Forbes White, 
wholesale grain merchant, a gentleman of polite learning 
and cultivated artistic taste. (He died 1903.) Following 
up Mr. White's happy inspiration, a committee of his 
friends and other Art-loving citizens gave unceasing 
service in superintending and carrying out designs pre- 
pared by Messrs. A. Marshall Mackenzie & Son, resident 
architects. That firm have discharged their trust to the 
admiration of all onlookers. The cost of the hall in its 
present stage is put down at £12,000, about £8,000 of 
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which has been most generously contributed by the 
Trustees of the late Mr. John Clark, advocate, in our 
city. It is reckoned that another like amount will be 
required to complete the beautiful structure. 

At the opening this afternoon upwards of two thousand 
ladies and gentlemen were present by invitation — the 
audience embracing the leading citizens, county gentle- 
men, and lady members of their families, together with 
most of the eminent strangers, artists and authors. Lord 
Provost James "VC^alker and his brother magistrates also 
formed fitting helpers in the interesting proceedings. Mr. 
James Murray, Glenbumie Park, as convener of the Art 
Gallery Committee, presided, and Sir George Reid, R.S.A., 
delivered an instructive, an eloquent address appropriate 
to the occasion. Sir George, as a loyal son of Bon- Accord, 
had taken much interest in the hall arrangements as also 
in the selection of its chief contents. Fortunately — most 
fortunately — ^the controlling committee placed at their 
head the very man best fitted to fill such a position. 
Mr. James Murray had long been known amongst us as a 
liberal patron of the fine Arts, living in close friendship 
with not a few of the most celebrated painters of the day, 
and possessing ample means to gratify his leanings towards 
their productions. It might not be in place to dwell 
upon the value of the services of this open-handed 
gentleman in this matter of the Sculpture Gallery. Just 
let a single reference suffice. By special first class train 
he brought upwards of seventy of the distinguished visitors 
from London to be present at the ceremony, engaging the 
entire suite of rooms of the Grand Hotel for their accom- 
modation during their stay in our city. There is but one 
feeling prevalent as to the justice of Sir George Reid's 
statement in his opening address that had a James Murray 
not appeared on the scene there would have been no 
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Sculpture Gallery in Aberdeen. All went well from first 
to last, the order and smoothness which characterised 
the proceedings l>eing in no small degree attributable to 
the courteous oversight of Mr. 'VC^illiam Smith, advocate, 
Honorary Secretary to the Art Gallery Committee. 

It is pleasing to add to this that, rising to the occa- 
sion, Provost Walker and his fellow-coundllors enter- 
tained a company of two hundred noblemen, gentlemen, 
strangers and citizens to dinner in the Town and County 
Hall in the evening — Mr. James Hay, Athenaeum, catering 
in his very best style.] 

King's Scottish Cricketers' Annual for 1875 now ap- 
peared giving a vidimus of the doings of the Aber- 
deenshire Club for that season. I give a quotation which 
may be interesting even yet to members — old and young — 
of that body as showing the deeds of the spirited young 
gentlemen wielders of bat and ball in the days of thirty 
years gone by. The highest number of runs were made 
by the following members : J. F. Lumsden (10 innings), 
336 nms ; J. Brebner (18 innings), 262 runs ; G. H. Coxon 
(22 innings), 231 runs ; C. T. Ewart (23 innings), 216 runs ; 
G. R. F. Christie (21 innings), 182 runs ; G. Fraser (13 
innings), 177 runs ; F. Manson (20 innings), 173 runs ; 
E. M. Bannerman (7 innings), 171 runs ; W. M. Anderson 
(10 innings), 128 runs ; J. A. Anderson (9 innings), 109 runs. 
The bowling analysis shows that D. Dickson got a wicket 
for every 4 runs obtained off him ; Ewart for every 5 
runs ; Adamson, Burley and Jamieson for every 6 runs ; 
Manson for every 7 runs, and A. V. Anderson ^change 
bowler) for every 12 runs. 

An important meeting of the shareholders of the Great 
North of Scotland and Aboyne and Braemar Railways 
was held at this date, Mr. Patrick Davidson of Inchmarlo 
presiding, to consider a bill for the amalgamation of these 
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lines. Favourable speeches were made by the chairman 
and Dr. Robertson of Hopewell. Colonel Innes of Leamey, 
however, while also approving, criticised in effective terms 
the train arrangements, their dilatory speed and fewness 
in number. When he had to go to Aberdeen, he required 
to leave home in the dark and it was dark when he re- 
turned. He found that he could travel by road as fast 

as he could by rail. ^Under a motion by Councillor 

William Paul the Town Council had a reassuring com- 
mittee report before them regarding the accumulated 
savings from the Bridge of Don Fimd. The Solicitor- 
General (Watson) and Mr. McLaren, advocate, submitted 
an opinion that the Corporation might safely and pru- 
dently apply the surplus revenue from said fund to 
municipal purposes. The Coimcil resolved to adopt 
this assurance, and very cordial thanks were passed to 
Councillor Paul for the lawyerly manner in which he 

had brought this matter to a satisfactory conclusion. 

East Aberdeenshire was not fought and won for nothing. 
This is a note of the election expenses : Mr. George 

Hope, £946 ; General Gordon, £4,677. Mr. George 

Milne, Police Treasurer, who had on the resignation of 
Mr. John Angus from the Town Clerkship been appointed 
City Chamberlain, died now at the age of fifty-three. His 
call created much sympathy, for he was a singularly 

amiable and competent official. ^The new Post Office 

on the site of the Fish Market was opened on the 20th 
February, and that evening saw Mr. William Mitchell, 
our worthy postmaster, whom I unwittingly misnamed 
on page 280 of my second volume, with his growing staff 
around him at the foot of Market Street. The work of 
this important public department again (1905) demands 
additional space, and the enlarged new office in Crown 
Street is well on the way to completion. 



CHAPTER XUX. 

Congregational Chtirch music all over Christendom 
lost, about this date, two of its most gifted and prolific 
contributors — ^the Reverend John Bacchus Dykes (fifty- 
three) and Dr. John Henry Gauntlett (seventy-one.) Both 
men were amongst the outstanding English hymnologists 
of the time, and it can safely be said that there is not a 
known collection of Scottish psalmody worth looking at 
that does not contain half-a-dozen, at least, of their fine 
tunes. The compositions of Dykes are marked by softly 
flowing ear-winning melody, leaning to the sentimental, 
while Gaimtlett's are distinguished by a strong healthy 
freshness ever welcome. The opinion may be ventured 
that not a single Sabbath day passes but the tunes of 
these two gifted men are heard in worship throughout 
the whole land. And both died poor, comparatively 
speaking. But amends were made, in the one case by 
private subscription of limited amount, in the other 
through a noble world-wide public recognition to the 
family of Dr. Dykes of £10,000. In Aberdeen, Mr. A. 
Machray, C.A., acted as treasurer of the local fund. 

The School Board election was approaching and 
several of the strongest members intimated their intention 
of retiring, viz., The Chairman (Reverend Dr. Pirie) ; 
Reverend Dr. M'Gilvray ; Professor Alexander Bain ; 
Reverend Mr. Sutherland ; Baillie McHardy ; Mr. Alex- 
ander Milne — ^good workers alL ^There was strong 
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attraction at the theatre. Miss "VC^allis was playing a 
round of favourite characters. She was a young, grace- 
ful, refined actress, and obtained a leading position on 
the London stage, where she is still (1905) well received. 
She had as her principal support Frank Clements, an 
Aberdonian, who had as a lad left our city with James 
Gibson, already in my notes. He was a son of Mr. 
Minty, for a time at the head of our local sanitary staff, 
and played himself into excellent companies. If I re- 
member aright his last visit was with Miss Genevieve 
"VC^ard, when he quite deservedly divided the honours 
with that able American actress in her representation of 
the impressive rdle of Stephanie in Herman C. Merivale's 
powerful play of Forget-me-Not. I used to consider 
Clements the most finished "genteel" comedian Aberdeen, 
so far as my knowledge went, had ever produced. But 
things went wrong with poor Frank somehow, and he threw 
himself in front of a rushing railway train in Australia. 

Aberdeen District Tramways were prospering, and at 
the meeting of the shareholders in February — Provost 
Jamieson presiding — Mr. McKinnon, the secretary, was 
in the happy position of declaring a dividend — ^the first — 
of 4 per cent. — ^adding : " At the opening of the lines I had 
the temerity to predict that within the first twelve months 
of our existence we would carry between 800,000 and 
900,000 passengers. My estimate fell considerably short 
of the fact, for between 1st September, 1874, and 1st 
September, 1875, we carried upwards of 1,100,000 pas- 
sengers, or about twelve times the population of Aberdeen, 

ranking it roughly at 90,000." Dr. David Brown, an 

able scholar and a gentleman belonging to ourselves, 
greatly respected by all sections of the citizens, was ap- 
pointed Principal of Aberdeen Free Church College in 
succession to the deceased Principal Lumsden. 
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Charles 'VC^isely, sub-editor of the Herald, died Ytrj 
suddenly — ^falling down in Stirling Street. He had been 
bred a joiner and took a very intelligent interest in trade 
matters. He entered upon newspaper duty rather late, 
when about thirty years of age ; was very quiet in dis- 
position, and much liked. ^The old post office at top 

of Market Street was purchased after keen competition 
by Mr. A. D. Murphy, S.S.C., Leith, for the sum of £5,080. 
The upset price was £3,000. 'Twas supposed an insur- 
ance company were the buyers. 

The Town Council had a talkative breeze over a pro- 
posal for the appointment of a public analyst. The 
medical members were divided on the question — Dr. 
White was in favour, Dr. Wight against The latter 
held that his brother being out of practice ''was not 
sufficiently up in the literature of the profession," but the 

proposal was carried by 12 to 6 votes. ^At this date — 

end of March — ^Aberdeenshire and the north generally 
was visited by the severest snowstorm the country had 
experienced for years. The railways round and round 
were blocked up for nearly a week. Banff was without 
mail arrivals for full three days, and its journal expressed 

righteous indignation at the post office arrangements. 

Mr. Alexander Brand, C.A., departed at the age of sixty- 
four — a much-respected, retiring gentleman, taking a 
helpful interest in religious movements, but not much 

known to the community. More before the public in 

his day was Mr. David R. Morice, advocate — about whom 
I have already made record. He died in his fifty-ninth 

year. ^The pontages of Wellington Bridge were put up 

at the yearly sum of £450, but Torry was forging ahead 
and they were knocked out at a much bigger figure — 
£582. 



CHAPTER L. 

"W^EDNESDAY, the Sth of April, proved one of the saddest 
days Aberdeen had ever experienced. It was the city 
Sacramental Fast, and the weather being favourable thou- 
sands of all classes made healthily merry. The ferry- 
boat, which plied across the river Dee to Torry guided 
by a wire-rope, was time after time crowded with seventy 
to eighty passengers. At an early afternoon crossing, a 
crushing and shifting of seats took place, with the result 
that the boat was swamped, and of seventy-six men, women 
and children thirty-two were drowned. It was a heart- 
rending catastrophe, and the tidings flew quickly over 
the whole city. Hundreds of fathers and mothers came 
rushing to the river-side all in terror regarding the fate 
of members of their families. Frantic efforts were made 
to recover the drowned, and with remarkable success, 
and many gallant deeds were performed. The bodies 
were laid out in the bath-house on the North Pier, and 
thither flocked scores on scores of anxious friends as the 
day wore on. Lord Provost Jamieson, the magistrates, 
the Town Council and the members of the Harbour Board 
were, individually and collectively, unceasing in their 
endeavours to impart comfort and aid, while the salmon 
fishermen and pilots in their cobles laboured for hours 
on hours, but lamentation prevailed then and for many a 
sad day. The Town Coimcil promoted a public subscrip- 
tion fund, contributing £50, and the Harbour Commis- 
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sioners did the same, while liberal donations were for- 
warded by the public generally. Her Majesty the Queen 
sent £50, and at a concert given by the Aberdeen Musical 
Association, Provost Jamieson and a number of prominent 
citizens by going amongst the audience in the course of an 
interval in the programme of the concert collected thehand- 
some amount of £81. By this and other helpful means a 
large sum was raised and watchfully distributed amongst 
the families suffering through the disaster. Three of our 
young medical men — ^Doctors Blailde Smith, James Burr 
and Maitland Moir — distinguished themselves in the treat- 
ment of the passengers rescued from the river, and in 
this respect there was, indeed, no want of willing hands. 
A Government inquiry, presided over by Captain Harris, 
R.N., sat for several days, and took a great amount of 
evidence as to the cause of the calamity. When the re- 
port of this gentieman was read it caused no small amount 
of feeling. It condemned in no halting terms the general 
management of the ferry-boat and those in charge of it 
on the 5th of April. At least one satisfactory result flowed 
from the terrible accident : it hastened on the promotion 
of the bridge over the Dee. ^The Aberdeen Land Com- 
pany, who had a large financial interest in Torry, offered 
the Town Council a contribution of £4,000 towards the 
erection of a substantial granite bridge across the river 
in a line with Market Street. This stirred the authorities, 
and forthwith the movement took practical form, and in 
time we had the fine sturdy structure as it now stands. 

The application of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society of Scotiand for the use of the Links on which to 
hold their important exhibition raised a deal of opposi- 
tion — particularly amongst the golfing and volunteering 
communities. And little wonder. The *' big show ' ' would 
occupy the main portion of the People's Park from the 
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beginning of June to the middle of August ! There could 
be no golfing or assembling of the citizen-soldiers for some 
two and a half months at the very best period of the 
season. Loud protests were made and with satisfactory 
success. 

Amazement prevailed amongst our local quidnuncs 
when towards the end of April the proprietors of the 
Aberdeen Herald advertised that they had " much pleasure 
in announcing *' that they had concluded an arrangement 
with the proprietors of the Daily Free Press whereby the 
latter body had acquired the whole plant with the good- 
will of the Herald business ! Little, if anything, had 
been publicly heard of the contemplated coup, for it was 
generally thought that the Queen Street Liberal organ, if 
not so popular as it once was, still had satisfactory sup- 
port, and the termination of its self-governing successful 
career from the early thirties was received with surprise 
and a desire for further enlightenment. But little eluci- 
dation ever followed. The transference of the ownership 
of the older and, in its day, powerful political journal, 
had been managed with thorough business discretion and 
success. There appeared to be an impression that the 
moving motive of the transaction was the dissatisfaction 
of the principal proprietors of the Herald with the unde- 
sirable personalities that had crept into a certain column 
of the paper and were resented in many quarters. The 
Herald, however, in its new hands, soon took up fresh 
ground, and flourishes amongst us as a well-conducted 
" weekly " in connection with the Free Press. 

Coimty political movements now commanded atten- 
tion. Mr. 'VC^illiam McCombie, in consequence of failing 
health, announced his intention of retiring from the repre- 
sentation of West Aberdeenshire, and no time was lost in 
placing two rivals in the field — to wit. Colonel Thomas 
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Innes of Leamey, Conservative, and Lord Douglas Gordon 
brother of the Marquis of Huntly, Lit>eraL Efforts were 
made to induce Mr. J. R. Farqnharson of Invercauld to 
become a third in the contest, but he declined to divide 
the Gordon party and would not stand. Soon the electors 
of the West division were in a perfect maze of speech- 
ifying. All over the constituency the candidates ap- 
peared, and declared themselves freely — fluently may be 
added in the case of the stalwart Colonel. He became 
a first-rate, ready speaker, and retains the gift in con- 
vincing language till this day, when fourscore and ten 
years have passed over his honoured head. Lord 
Douglas Gordon was a younger man, and less experi- 
enced in political controversy, but family name and 
party colour proved overwhelming, and the election 
ended thus — Gordon, 2,343 votes ; Colonel Innes, 813 — 
majority, 1,530. 



CHAPTER LI. 

This fmishes over a quarter of a century of my Beminis^ 
cences, and, having in years now passed the fourscore, 
there are steadily strengthening indications that it may 
be judicious my scribbling pastime here take end. The 
personal feeling to which reference has been made in the 
Preface to the present volume grows. 

As in special measure the prosperity, the dignity in- 
deed, of our well-beloved Granite City depends upon the 
gentleman chosen to fill the honourable position of Lord 
Provost, I would fain have extended my Beminiscences to 
the close of the centtiry. It has been my happiness to be 
favoured with the friendship of the whole of the Chief 
Magistrates who have guided the town from 1850 to the 
year in which this page is penned — 1905. Brief reference 
has been made to the presiding Provosts of the period as 
my pencilling proceeded. Their successors were : — 

Peter Esslemont, wholesale draper, 1880. 

James Matthews, architect, 1883. 

"William Henderson of Devanha, 1886 (knighted 1893). 

David Stewart of Banchory, 1889 (knighted 1896). 

Daniel Meams, shipowner, 1895. 

John Fleming, wood merchant, 1898. 

James "VC^alker, general merchant, 1902. 

Alexander Lyon, hide merchant, 1905. 

Mr. Peter Esslemont, who was the immediate successor 

of Mr. George Jamieson, has already had place more than 
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oace in my jottings, and while it would be nnseemly, at 
this stage, to dwell upon the individoal merits of the 
several occupants of the Lord Provost's Chair, I fancy no 
one of my readers will take offence if the opinion be 
ventured here that looking back for half a century this 
gentleman remains to this day the outstanding figure, 
after Sir Alesomder Anderson, when Aberdeen's Chief 
Magistrates become the subject of conversation in what- 
ever circle citizens may assemble. Mr. Esslemont may 
not have been the most highly educated, the most elo- 
quent, or in personality the most impressive of the group 
of our Provosts just named, but he exercised the gift of 
thoroughness so conspicuously in everything he put his 
hand to, that his work amongst us must stand in remem- 
brance for many days. He was elected member of 
Parliament for East Aberdeenshire in 1885, and sat in 
the House of Commons till 1892, when his appointment 
as Chairman of the Scotch Fishery Board closed his 
Parliamentary career. He died at his town residence, 
7 Albyn Place, August, 1894, in the sixtieth year of his 
age. 



ADDENDUM. 

Here follow several newspaper and other contribu- 
tions which apparently found favour with a goodly 
number of readers. I meant to incorporate them in 
the body of the present volume, but as through date 
they do not come exactly within the period covered by 
the Beminiscences, I perpetuate them thus : — 

A DEESIDE NAME DITTY. 

(BeU o' Boggtndreep; Tarn Lowne*$ Opinion.) 

Bauld Clochnaben now by my troth, 

Blink northwards owre the Dee ; 
Rax for a glint o' Tap-o'-Noth 

Syne nod to Benarhie : 
Neist saftly speir, sae nane may hear, 

(Yersel' the secret keep) 
Ken they a lass wha can surpass 

Sweet Bell o' Boggendreep. 

I carena for your cydin' deems, 

They're nae a treat to see ; 
Their legs they g|ng like wiver leems, 

As thxx>iigh the Ian' they flee. 
But Bell npon the blithe hairst rig, 

Or pooin* the honest neep, 
Is aye a woman, modest, trig, 

My Bell o' Boggendreep. 

Tho' only herd at CobUehench, 

And little yet my fee. 
It's jist as sore's the A'an and Fengh 

Rin eident to the sea 
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ru be a laird, lor Granny Caird 

Has sailer, ay a heap I 
Twill a' be mine, I ken that fine. 

Syne — Bell o* Bog^endreep. 

Big Lochnagar may bear the bell, 

In soondin' sang or story ; 
And Monren to Craig-Coynach tell 

Anent their ancient glory ; 
Bnt Clochnaben, stan' t>y your ain 

Whate'er folk think or threep ; 
They canna boast a fairer toast 

Than Bell o' Boggendreep. 

Precentor Rob is maistly fey 

Owre Tib o' TiUyfmskie, 
He sings aboot her nicht and day 

Till fosionless and hiaskie ; 
Jist let him rhyme, nae tnne, nae time, 

I dinna heed a cheep ; 
My joy's secure, aye to endure 

Wi* Bell o' Boggendreep. 

Jock Tosh, first horseman on oor fairm. 

Hands up to Boddim-en ; 
And brags aboot a waist, an' airm 

Defies the airt o* pen : 
"There's nane like Jean, sic lips, sic een, 

Reid as a rose her cheek " ; 
Weel lat him blaw, he never saw 

Fair Bell o' Boggendreep. 

The gaJrdner chap doon at Dalmaik 

Coorts Meg o' Bleerydrine, 
For her he busks his spade and rake 

Wi' floo'ers tied on wi' twine. 
But Ckxhnaben, wi' this I'll en', 

Nae far hae I to seek 
For ane wha's charms my hale soul 

Sweet Bell o' Boggendreep. 



THE LATE MR. WILLIAM SMITH. 

{From the *' Northern Advertiser/* 3rd Septeniber, 188a) 

Not a few readers will learn with regret that our 
bi£-hearted, erratic and accomplished townsman, Mr. 
'VC^illiam Smith, junior, tea merchant, died at Newtyle, 
near Dundee, on Saturday, 31st ult., in his seventy-fourth 
year. For some considerable time the well-known figure 
of our late friend has been missed from Union Street, and 
doubtless there are many who, hearing now of his de- 
parture, will fail to call the man to mind. But in a small 
circle of hearts, "William Smith's memory will ever hold 
a gracious and honoured place, for to those who knew 
him well he was a kind, lovable and instructive com- 
panion. There is no need either to steer altogether clear 
of or hug the fact that the world and the being of strange 
and constant impulse we are \/riting about were, in busi- 
ness ways and engagements, generally much out of joint. 
His hobbies were so strong and varied, his enjoyments 
were, in public estimation, so profitless, and his ways 
and doings so uncertain, that William Smith must be 
measured — ^but measured generously — by himself alone. 
What a store of curiously mixed-up information he pos- 
sessed ; how sound his judgment in art ; what a powerful 
reader of poetry he was ; how impressively he could 
vocally interpret a psalm ; how touchingly croon a sang. 

What a lot he knew, in fact, about most things, and, 
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specially, how he could keep literary fellows right as to 
books, authors and quotations. And with all this William 
Smith has left but one stone to tell he lived. But that 
single record is of rare water. Whatever Southern or 
'Western critics may claim or say — whatever finical fault- 
finders amongst ourselves may pretend — ^there is unchal- 
lengeable proof that The People's Tune Book, Aberdeen, 
1844, contained the best lesson our modem psalmodists 
and precentors ever got as to what is noble, pure and 
beautiful in Scottish congregational music. It may be 
very true that the compiler of this admirable work did 
not know much practically about music, but his unerring 
taste, his fine poetic feeling, and the happy knack he had 
of discovering through instinct — or genius — what is good 
and singable in harmony, made largely up for short- 
comings in theoretical knowledge. In the matter of 
editing a tune book for the people of Scotland, William 
Smith, single-handed, was, we take it, a match for all 
the Precentors' Associations or Clerical Committees that 
ever sat, and, in the plenitude of refined wisdom — 
blundered. For this, and for other loving gifts and 
deeds — Peace to his memory. 



[William Smith rests in the God's Acre of his birth- 
place. Chapel of Garioch, of which parish his father was 
minister. 

I fear his life — his mystical life — ^was a disappoint- 
ment. As a tea merchant he struggled industriously and 
honourably to gain position and competency, but his ways 
were, as indicated, so devious that success never came. 
The circulation of The PeopWs Tune Book was confined 
mainly to Aberdeenshire, and while full advantage was 
taken of its contents by ministerial editors and publishers 
in the South and West of Scotland, they never once, so 
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far as I could trace, mentioned the name of William 
Smith or his Northern fellow-workers in the service of 
improved psalmody. As their way was in the past in 
this respect, so it continues to this day. I possess many 
collections of psalmody — cheap — costly — ^but not one that 
I look upon more lovingly than The People's Tune Book in 
its original form of unfortunate William Smith.] 



ABERDEEN TRAWUNG INDUSTRY. 

At pages 404, 405 of my first Toluine reference is made 
to the trawl fishing industry of the port. In 1901, 190 
steam trawlers and liners, with a capacity of 27,276 tons, 
were successfully plying their sea-going business. Things 
have grown tremendously since then. Much of the suc- 
cess which has attended the trawler endeavours can be 
fairly attributed to the energy and enterprise of the 
pioneers of the system dating from 1880, chief amongst 
whom deserving honourable mention have to be named 
Ex-Provost Daniel Meams, merchant and shipowner ; 
BaiUie ViUiam Pyper of HiUhead, Pitfodels ; Mr. Thomas 
Walker, fishcurer ; Baillie John Brown of Redhall ; Mr. 
John Morgan, builder, etc. In 1903 the People's Journal 
newspaper published a series of interesting statistics on 
the subject, the principal portion of the facts and figures 
being furnished by Mr. Pyper. These articles have been 
reprinted in a pamphlet of twenty-eight pages and con- 
stitute a valuable ** History of a Great Industry *'. In an 
informative page of the pamphlet the author says : '* On 
the 205 trawlers engaged at Aberdeen there would be at 
least 1,700 men employed, and I estimate the grand total 
of wages paid to the 5,010 people directly or indirectly 
employed at £353,589 a year ". 

These figures speak for themselves, while the Report 
of the Fishery Board for Scotland, issued on the day I 

write (23rd June, 1905), dwelling on the great importance of 

(216) 
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trawling, says it is the mainstay of the Aberdeen fishing 
industry, contributing, as it did, during the year under 
review — 1904 — ^no less than 73 per cent, of the total catch 
of 81 per cent, of the fish landed. 

Truly the pushful Laird of Hillhead is fully justified 
in calling his harvest of the sea a " Great Industry ". 



MR VILUAM ROBERT BROOMFIELD. 

{From the ** Aberdeen Daily Free Press",) 

WVLUAM BROOMFIELD died this morning (17tli October, 
1888) in his sixty-second year. For a large number of 
our readers this announcement may possibly, at a first 
glance, possess no special interest, yet there are thousands 
over Scotland, and in lands afar off, who have thankfully 
profited by the gift with which this man was richly 
dowered, and which he ever so unpretentiously practised* 
Brief reference, therefore, to the humble life now closed, 
seeing that the greater portion of it was spent amongst 
us in Aberdeen, may not be out of place here. 

When, somewhere about 1845, our late singularly en- 
dowed townsman, Mr. William Smith, tea merchant, was 
preparing the second number of The People's Tune Book 
— a publication that marks a distinct epoch in Scottish 
psalmody reformation — ^he received some neatly written 
musical manuscript signed "William R. Broomfield, 
Glasgow". The sender was quite unknown to Smith 
and the young ardent spirits around him who were then 
commencing to fledge their aspiring wings in the cause of 
congregational singing ; but when the tune *'Shandon" 
appeared in the much-looked-for new part of the work 
named, and other compositions from the same hand were 

tried over, curiosity soon discovered that the boyish 

(218) 
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author — he looked so fair and youthful then — had re- 
cently come to Aberdeen, his sister being the wife of 
a clergyman in the neighbourhood, while he himself 
followed the occupation of a clerk. This was *' Broom- 
field/* the short, kindly designation by which he was 
immediately, and on to the end, known amongst musical 
folks. To the young spirits in question, Broomfield's 
conversation and acquirements were amazingly attractive 
— they constituted, indeed, a kind of revelation in the 
science which engrossed their after-work hours. He 
knew so much, and in the right way, and he could impart 
what he possessed so plainly. Moreover, he was, like 
unto others, a half-daft enthusiast about Church music, 
and the statement may be ventured, that there were in 
these times night and morning meetings in the shops of 
William Smith and John Stephen, engraver, the out- 
come of which formed no mean factor in the success that 
attended the delightfully busy after-years when everybody, 
without distinction of class, laboured so willingly in the 
improvement of the Service of Praise, county vieing 
with town in practical progress. He was a singularly 
reticent being William Broomfield, then and continu- 
ously, about private affairs. A story of unrequited early 
love is interwoven with his silence and habits, but, be 
that as it may, this is certain, that seldom or ever was 
he heard to mention woman's name either in joke or 
earnest. Gradually, of course, snatches of his history 
got currency. He was bom at Inveraray, in Argyleshire, 
in October, 1826, had greatly distinguished himself in 
mathematics at school, and had afterwards held a re- 
sponsible position as accountant in a large mercantile 
Glasgow house. Also, it was known that he had already 
done a considerable amount of work for Hamilton, music 
publisher, of the same city, his labours including A 
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Mantial of Harmony, a most useful, concise little book, 
besides writing the arrangements of National Songs — 
a collection that obtained wide repute, and is still popular 
for the singableness of the parts. He further, in 1863, 
wrote "The Principles of Ancient and Modem Music, 
deduced from the Harmonical Numbers of Antiquity, 
with Exemplifications," an octavo of eighty pages, which 
was published by A. Brown & Co. As stated, it was 
*' Shandon ** that first brought Broomfield into promin- 
ent notice in Aberdeen. It was a really excellent tune, 
possessing a flowing melody, with strong harmony lying 
nicely within the l>est notes of the registers of the various 
voices. But a better, and in quite another style, was to 
shortly make its appearance in the clear, distinct caU- 
graphy that afterwards became so familiar. Our author, 
during different stages of his wayward career, produced 
a considerable number of good tunes, and several of his 
short anthem pieces display both originality and power, 
but it is the four simple measures of '* St. Kilda " that 
will longest keep his memory green. And the thing is so 
natural and easy. Just once a fifth, only three times a 
third, and you have the principal intervals, all the little 
remainder running note for note in pure scale progres- 
sion. There is nothing of the over-learned sharp and 
flat firework business about *'St. Kilda" (first name 
"Strathpeffer"), yet from the evening in 1854 when it 
was sung by the Harmonic Choir in the Free West 
Church here as an illustration to Mr. Camie*s lecture on 
Psalmody, this unpretentious bit of music may be claimed 
as the most popular minor tune in use Sabbath after 
Sabbath over the greater part of Scotland. Tis a long 
way, with a somewhat sad story, from the years thus 
spoken of till now. The ground must be softly trodden, 
the tale approached with a tender touch. In one of the 
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best biographies of gifted Edgar Allan Poe, the hapless 
American poet, it is set down that his terrible tendency 
to strong drink led to cerebral epilepsy, with the effect 
of taking him into a visionary world with the unseen 
inhabitants of which he held strange converse. In these 
moods the poet saw sights and heard sounds unrecognis- 
able to others. How applicable this statement is to the 
case of William Broomfield friends of over thirty years' 
standing could bear sorrowful testimony. Over and over 
again has comparison been made regarding the lives and 
careers of the author of " The Raven " and the less-known 
mortal who followed to the silent land this morning. 
Within both there burned the light of genius, while 
around and about both hung the same dark, obscuring 
cloud. And the frailty of William Broomfield may rest 
thus. Should, however, there be any shakings of the 
head over his weakness, let this be remembered as un- 
challengeable and beautiful traits in his character, that 
no living man or woman ever heard him utter an angry 
or unchaste word. Of envy and malice he was innocent 
to guilelessness, nay, more, his lips were lovingly pure. 
In thinking, then, of the errors of our friend, it may be 
well to temper any adverse verdict by the recollection 
of wherein his bearing and behaviour were, in human 
measure, spotless. When he lay on his death-bed, care- 
fully tended by charitable hands, no syllable of complaint, 
no murmur of irritation, fell from him. **Mr. Broom- 
field," as those around him said, " was always, with us, 
a gentleman." 

As stated above, by much the larger portion of the 
years of the deceased were passed in Aberdeen, though, 
at intervals, he was resident about Glasgow, and at one 
time paid a visit to America. His life was a precarious 
one. Through what may be called mental unrest he 
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could not settle down to any long-sustained employment, 
bat he performed a good deal of clerical labour in several 
offices in our city, while he frequently had some musical 
things on hand in the way of arranging melodies pro- 
duced by amateurs. When he was at his best, how 
simple and pleasant were his ways ! He had, perhaps, 
composed or harmonised something new, and he would 
bring it of an evening where he knew it could be sung 
at once. Eagerly he would listen as the effects of melody 
and harmony were carefully brought out. Then, at the 
close, rubbing his hands together and gleefully looking 
up into the faces of the singers, he would so innocently 
laugh out, *' Good, good— that goes well, doesn't it ? Once 
again.'* Should the large collection of Chorales, Psalm 
and Hymn Tunes, etc., to which William Smith devoted 
so much attention before his illness, be ever published 
— (pity they should be lost) — then not a little of the best 
arranging work Broomfield ever did will for the first 
time publicly see the light. Of late, it may be said he 
did nothing. His nervous system was sadly shaken, but, 
strangely, his will was strong, for he had entirely con- 
quered his former desires. About ten years ago, Broom- 
field, through the offices of various local gentlemen, went 
to reside at Heathcot Hydropathic, and there, under the 
kindly treatment of Dr. and Mrs. Stewart, he became, so 
far as steadiness is concerned, a thoroughly different man. 
But the mental unrest continued. He became weary and 
worn-out, and, about eight o'clock this morning, quietly 
passed away. There were no relatives present at the 
death, but he was not forsaken, nor will he be soon for- 
gotten. It may be safely predicted that whenever '* SL 
Kilda'* is sung, and the singers remember the dowie 
story connected therewith, some gentle thoughts will 
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gather around the memory of poor William Broomfield. 
How he liked to hear his favourite tune sung to 

Do Thon with hyssop sprinkle me, 

I shall be cleansed so ; 
Yea, wash Thon me, and then I shall 

Be whiter than the snow ! 

Who knows — ^who knows ? 



[To this may be added that William Broomfield lies in 
beautiful Allenvale Cemetery, and that a chaste monument 
bearing his name, with the melody of " St. Kilda *' and 
the verse quoted inscribed thereon, marks his grave. The 
monument was erected, and the ground acquired for all 
time, by public subscription.] 



A LANGSYNE ELECTION ECHO. 

Here again in the Bon^Accord of April, 1880, we awaken 
another echo. We are now in the immensely exciting en- 
counter between Mr. John Webster, the popular Ex-Lord 
Provost and Mr. James Shaw, an Aberdonian, who from 
poor estate had honourably raised himself to wealth 
and influence. The battle was fought with outstanding 
ability by and for both combatants. Mr. Webster was, 
from his advanced age, by no means eager for House of 
Commons duty or dignity, and in one of his preliminary 
statements remarked, regarding himself, *' the old dog 
has had his day *\ His friends — many and mixed — how- 
ever, prevailed upon him to stand for his native city, and 
he won the seat triumphantly. A shrewd, indeed caustic 
appreciator of humour, and giving an effective tit for tat 
when necessary, it became well known that he heartily 
enjoyed 

"THE DEIL'S GANE OWER JOCK WABSTER*. 

— 02d AherdsmuiMn Saying {vid* Dbah Bambat). 

The Deil's ^ane ower Jock Wabster — 

He's sorely tint his wit, 
To leave Ed^ehill, his bath and pill, 

And 'mon^ the " Commons " sit 
Late nichts they winna ^ree wi' him, 

He's leeUe ^rown, and ^rey — 
His step is slow— his een are dim — 

The *' old do^'s " had his day. 

What need had Jock to trim and trock 
Wi* ony hecklin' crew ; 
(224) 
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Wliat need to mix wi* sic a flock 

As roon him beck and boo ? 
Ye ^ods ! how must his taste recoil, 

His conrtly instincts jar, 
To thns his dainty finders soil 

With Trappin sticks and Tar ! 

Here by the back o' Benachie 

A wifeless Laird I sit, 
Aye to mysel' ^ood companie 

For Priest or Factor fit ; 
Yet I wad ^ie my best polled stot 

To see what I hae seen 
And meet a^ain the blithesome lot 

Ance lichts in Aberdeen. 

A black polled stot ! Aye, at a shot, 

An acre o' my land. 
For Blaikie, Kilgonr, Bannerman, 

And eke, droll Robbie Shand — 
To read on Saturdays again 

The Beraid in its glory, 
Whan Jamie Adam's skaithing pen 

Spared neither Whig nor Tory. 

W€ kent Jock weel, a dexterous duel, 

Wi' ready tit for tat ; 
We've seen him set whaor punch gaed het — 

He ne*er was great at that : 
His failing aye was bland finesse — 

The pot micht turn a pan : 
Look in that dean, dose-shaven face. 

And read it — ^if you can. 

Change follows change, unwelcome, strange- 
Fond ties are breaking fast ; 

Clark Angus (1) gane, leal Newall (2) taen, 
" Wee Charlie " (3) even, at last ; 

While Jock— why he reigns proud " M.P.," 
Seven thousand votes declare it — 

Old friend, well done ! The ribbon won, 
Long may you live to wear it 

Yet wherefore long for London now ? 

Youth's gay springtide is o'er ; 
Pink Dominoes ! That game, I vow. 

It charmeth us no more ; 
15 
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Bat Bon-Aeoord, draw near to me^ 

Time was, in town or shire, 
When the sly wink o' a winsome e'e. 

Wad stir Jock's blood like fire. 

Weary and worn this hand of mine 

That pens such idle rhyme : 
Yet o*er the walnuts and the wine 

Comes back life's golden prime. 
Ah, yes ! chum Jock, *neath heav'n's dome 

None merrier once than we. 
Good looking as " Provincial " Tom (4), 

Gallant as Comrie T. (5). 

The Deil's ^ane ower Jock Wabster— 
*Tis time for ease and prayer ; 

Yet doubt ye not should strife wax hot 
Your M.P. wiU be there. 

Then bide and thole, 'tis in his soul 
To keep the dty ri^ht : 

So Nick, auld stock, be kind to Jock- 
Here's baith your healths. Good-ni^ht ! 

Mr. Webster represented Aberdeen with the utmost 
satisfaction to the constituency till 1885, when the city 
was divided — ^North and South. Mr. W. A. Hunter and 
Mr. James Bryce then obtained the respective seats. 

(1) Mr. John An^us, Town Clerk ; (2) Mr. Newall Burnett, Advocate ; 
(3) Mr. Charles Winchester, Advocate ; (4) Mr. Thomas Wardrop, Pro- 
vincial Assurance Company ; (S) Sheriff Comrie Thomson. 



ABERDEEN BURNS CLUB. 

{Valedictory Meeting.) 

The semi-jubilee dinner of the Aberdeen Bums Club 
was held last night (25th Jannary, 1897) in the Imperial 
Hotel Mr. William Camie occupied the chair, and Mr. 
J. S. Stuart was croupier. After dinner, excellently pur- 
veyed by the management of the Imperial, a toast list 
was entered upon. The loyal sentiments having been 
honoured, 

The Chairman, in proposing *' Bums : Our Club," 
said : Quaint, saintly George Herbert has it that 

A verse may find him who a sermon flies, 
And turn delight into a sacrifice. 

Most true is the couplet of the gentle parson-poet as re- 
gards some of us in the matter of Robert Bums. Like, 
no doubt, a good many now present, I had, as a lad, 
read not a little about the ploughman bard. He formed 
the text of numerous long and laboured " sermons '* for 
and against his life and writings say fifty odd years ago ; 
but, in my own case, a single *' verse " has clung closer to 
my memory, and been more lovingly repeated, than all 
the verdicts known to me regarding the Bums of my boy- 
hood. James Stirrat, postmaster at Dairy, Ayrshire, in 
1829, sang thus at just a like assemblage as the present : — 

A powerful harp did Byron sweep, 

Bnt not with happy ^lee ; 
For thon^ his tones were strong and deep, 

He ne'er could change the key ; 
(227) 
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For nae bard aneath the lilt, 

Nae bard ATS, 
Wi* master hand the keya ocmkl ahilt 

Like Robin that's awa*. 

That '* verse *' was and b to me a whole '* sermon " in 
expression ; and for its tmth let those members of this 
Club who have enjoyed our meetings bear witness. What 
a range of subject ; what a gallery of illustration, have 
our respective chairmen, year after year, been able in 
earnest, eloquent language to bring before us ; the 
thoughts, the pictures dwelt upon, all created by, all 
gathered from, the lowly-bom man whose memory we 
meet to-night to honour. We have had presented to us 
the poetic intensity, the musical charm of his love lyrics ; 
the passionate fervour of his patriotic songs, the mar- 
vellous power of depicting scene and character. In all 
the varying moods of the bard we have shared ; every 
" change of key ** we have followed, and that being the 
case — happy case, gentlemen, alike for you and for me — 
I wiU with these few preliminary words and under coun- 
tenance of your permission attempt as a pendant a run- 
ning outline bearing on the inception and story of the 
Aberdeen Bums Club. On the 2Sth of January, 1871 or 
1872 (no note exists of the precise year — so put both 
these dates together), it was my privilege to arrange for 
a few song-loving musical friends meeting to celebrate 
in a humble manner the birthday of the poet The for- 
gathering took place in the lAdelphi Hotel, with your 
obedient in the chair. So far as known to us alike 
through reading and men's memories, the said friends 
constituted the first body of citizens who had ever as- 
sembled in Aberdeen for the set purpose of statedly pay- 
ing honour to Robert Bums. (Let me note, parentheti- 
cally, that on the centenary of his birth in 1859 a large 
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party of genttemen met in the Royal Hotel, but they did 
not form themselves into any kind of society, and never 
renewed the celebration.) Our maiden meeting was a 
very unpretentious affair, as you will readily believe 
when you learn that the choice edibles of the evening 
consisted of genuine Finnan haddies, seductive partan 
claws, and brain-developing oatmeal cakes. The liquids 
were likewise native — consequently good — and so suc- 
cessful, so genial, were those early sederunts that I have 
sometimes thought the Club might do worse than " shift 
the key*' anew to the said primitive order of things. 
Let me dwell for a brief space on a few of the friends 
who composed our circle in that fast-retreating time. 
Taken alphabetically, they were — William Cadenhead, 
William Camie, Duncan Collie, Robert Cooper, William 
Davidson, Robert Duthie, James Farquhar, David Grant, 
William Minto, James Rettie, John S. Stuart, David 
Taylor, Alexander Watt Of the above number, five sit 
with you to-night, one is absent, while seven have gone 
hence. A word or two " In Memoriam **. William David- 
son, paper-ruler, left us but recently, and his place will 
not be easily filled in the Bums Club. He was never 
happier, never in finer form, than when singing to us on 
the 25th of January, and gifted as he was with a voice of 
exceptional beauty and power, I feel sure I shall have 
your full sympathy in saying that his presence was al- 
ways a joy. Mr. Robert Duthie was only once with us — 
on the occasion of a return visit to this country in 1872. 
Trained as a teacher in the West Parish School, Mr. 
Duthie received in the early sixties the post of super- 
intendent of the Scottish Orphanage, Bombay. He died 
in 1882. His family returned to Aberdeen, and it is 
a pleasure to find his son-in-law, Mr. Thomas Edge 
Anderson, superintendent. East African Telegraph Com- 
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pany, Mauritius, with us to-night, the guest of his relative 
Mr. Cadenhead. Mr. David Grant was, in his day, an 
outstanding figure in musical Aberdeen, and assuredly 
one of the cheeriest, hail-fellow-well-met comrades of the 
Bums Club. A fine-browed, broad-chested little man of, 
say, forty-five at the time spoken of, and, notwithstanding 
a considerable halt in his walk (out of which he used to 
coin jokes), as active as a schoolboy. He was long a 
tobacconist at 25 Union Street (head of Shiprow), and go 
into his shop any hour of the day you chose you would 
find him this five minutes busy serving customers, and 
the next five minutes rapidly scoring *' parts ** for some 
of our local instrumental bands or arranging hymn 
tunes — say, for the Northern Psalter. " Here," he said 
to me one evening, "here, pit that in your bookie," and 
he produced the MS. of a long-metre tune. Its pleasant 
movement could be gathered at a glance. "Thanks,** 
I replied. "What shall we call it?" "Onything you 
like," was the instant answer. "Well,** I said, "seeing 
you deal so successfully in the 'weed,* what do you 
say to naming it after the introducer of that article — 
Sir Walter Raleigh?** "Good,** replied Grant. So 
" Raleigh ** the tune became, and from that time till now 
has held its place in hundreds of Presbyterian churches. 
He also contributed another catching melody still fre- 
quently sung — " Crimond ** — ^so called, I think, at the in- 
stance of our friend Mr. Robert Cooper. Apart, more- 
over, from music, David Grant was a most intelligent 
man, and an untiring conversationalist — ^ready, accurate, 
genial. In literary matters — and he had read much — ^he 
ever stood firmly up for the bygone race of essayists, 
poets, novelists, as against all modern comers. He 
latterly dwelt near the Crystal Palace, London, and died 
there in 1893. A notice of his death, which appeared in 
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one of our local newspapers, concluded thus : " Mr. 
Grant was for long an attached member of Footdee 
Parish Church, in the welfare of which he took an active 
interest. He was a regular attender in the choir, and in 
connection with this nobody enjoyed more than himself a 
little bit of rhymed humour that was wont to be quoted 
when he and certain congenial spirits made music the 
watchword for the passing hour. ' Hear, hear,' would be 
his well-pleased verdict as the last verse was chanted — 

Then, if our frien' should ever dee, 

And seek the nnkent valley, O, 
His epitaph it read shall be 

From Bon- Accord to Callao : 
Auld Fittie bell shall monmfn' ring, 
While o'er his grave our heads we hing, 
And softly, slowly, sadly sing 

Sweet ' Crimond ' and then * Raleigh,' O. 

Lightly rest the turf on the grave of David Grant. He 
sleeps in Lewisham Cemetery." Mr. James Farquhar (of 
the firm of Messrs. Farquhar & Gill) was a much re- 
spected citizen and a liberal patron in every scheme to 
advance music ; quiet, open-handed, and ever ready to 
aid his poorer neighbours. The next name on the list of 
departed Bums companions is one far above being dealt 
with in this offhand, sketchy manner. Professor William 
Minto won for himself, and held without challenge, high 
rank among the notable scholars and literary critics of 
the second half of the nineteenth century. A considerable 
number of you knew him personally, as for long he was a 
regular attender of our annual meetings, and care was ever 
observed that we should have the gratification of hearing 
him speak. He proved one of our ablest chairmen, and 
I can vouch that he had special delight in taking part in 
the Bums Club dinner proceedings. I had known him 
well in his University student days. He used to come to 
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my room in the Herald office, for he was even then moved 
by strong leanings towards literature, pressmen, and dra- 
matic ongoings. He liked to get " a turn " at doing a 
bit of theatrical criticism, especially when Barry Sullivan 
reigned king on our local boards. Here is a holograph 
note from the Professor, dated 18th January, 1893, just a 
week before the Bums Club dinner of that year. He 
made no pretence in the singing way, but when our 
croupier of this evening led off, as usual, " Willie brewed 
a peck o* maut,*' Minto joined with rare heartiness in the 
chorus : hence the point, as you will find, of the closing 
words of his note : — 

** 8 Wbstpibld Tbrracb, Abbrobbn, 

"18<fc January, 1898. 

" My dear Camie, — Alas ! the spirit is willing, but 

I have been abominably ill for a fortnight, mostly 

in bed, with a fiendish complication based on a bad cold, 
and the thing has left me, if the fiend has given its last 
shake, horribly weak. I hope to be able to work in a 
few days now, but going out at night is strictly forbidden 
for the rest of the winter. So that I can only send good 
wishes for a night of mirth and jollity, and hear our 
sweet singers — ^particularly the cock — the cock may craw 
— in imagination. — Always yours truly, 

" W. MiNTO." 

This was the bright, out-of-hamess spirit of the man of 
whom in a few weeks from the time when the note was 
penned Professor Ramsay had to write — " The Faculty 
of Arts has lost him who was by a combination of fine 
qualities the mainstay of its reputation both in Aberdeen 
and the world,*' while Dr. Alexander Bain did not hesitate 
to cap this verdict by proclaiming that *' Minto was the 
strongest man in Aberdeen University ". He passed away 
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on the 1st March, 1893. The other two original members 
of our Club whose places are vacant were Mr. James 
Rettie and Mr. Alexander Watt. Mr. Rettie was a 
member of the once well-known jeweller family, and had 
a keen appreciation of antiquarian matters. His volume, 
Aberdeen Fifty Years Ago, is of much interest. Mr. \S^att 
was for many years book-keeper to Messrs. Murray & 
M'Combie, advocates, and no one added a more effective 
bass in our favourite choruses. Here, gentlemen, these " In 
Memoriam " jottings regarding gentlemen connected with 
the Club in its earlier stage may take end. A few minutes 
now on its latter-day proceedings. Some years ago the 
Irvine Herald — in which town the poet, you may recollect, 
worked for a time at the flax-dressing — ^that newspaper 
published a series of articles entitled " Bumsiana," and, 
commenting favourably on the Aberdeen Club, mentioned 
that its affairs were in the hands of two of the members 
who without deed or document had appointed themselves 
a Committee. Then the Herald writer went on : *' The 
habits of this ' Inscrutable Committee,' as they are dubbed, 
may, in truth, be taken as warning or example, just as 
they strike persons like situated. For instance, while the 
membership of the Club vastly increased, no single soul 
apparently knew anything whatever regarding the position 
of its concerns ! The majority of Bums Clubs are guided 
and directed pretty much by rules, regulations, etc. Rules ! 
There are no rules for the Aberdeen Club. The self- 
appointed Committee, in their superiority, recognise no 
such trammels. They call the annual 25th of January 
dinner ; they draw up a toast list ; they print names of 
speakers to give and reply ; they levy assessments to pay, 
as they put it, ' various expenses ' ; but they have never 
written or kept a solitary scrap of record in the way of 
minutes, and they positively decline to say how or where 
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the money goes ! The outcome of this ' silent system of 
business ' (the Committee's favourite phrase) has been that 
there never was a division or vote on any point or sub- 
ject whatsoever, sacred or secular, in connection with the 
Club. The ' closure * has been applied most effectively, 
and, strange to note, accepted by the members of the 
Club in a manner highly creditable to forbearing human 
kind — not to speak of profit on the score of saving time." 
In much the same silent, put-your-trust-in-the-" Inscrut- 
able Committee" has the Club been conducted up till 
this hour. It is to be hoped, however, that more light 
and leading, greater vigour, and fresh up>to-date interest 
will find place henceforth in the management of affairs. 
As you may remember last year, at this date, a remit 
was made to the Committee on this very question. It is 
matter of general experience that at a certain stage in the 
existence of most "after work" societies and organisa- 
tions there comes a fading away of membership warmth ; 
a weakening in the social tie. Ours, then, was but the 
common lot, and the committee, under the remit men- 
tioned (which included power to add to their number), 
called a meeting of a fair representation of the Club 
members — older and newer — ^in November last, when the 
question of continued work or timely rest in our pro- 
ceedings was deliberated over at some length. The re- 
sult was this : Arrangements made to enlarge the Com- 
mittee ; the fixing of the annual dinner for 1897 to be 
held as usual, with the appointment, for that occasion, 
of the chairman and the croupier as you now find them. 
This, then, is the exact position of matters, and that being 
said, I venture to add that the existence of the Aberdeen 
Burns Club during its full quarter of a century has been 
a singularly happy one. Never once in the family history 
has there been heard sound of discontent or misunder- 



ABERDEEN BURNS CLUB 235 

standing. It so happens that the lines of my life have 
afforded me special and many opportunities for observa- 
tion as to the manner, the spirit in which associations of 
the most varied character, from public councils to private 
clubs, who meet either for business or social enjoyment, 
are conducted, and the experience enables me to say 
that never have I known an assembling of good fellows 
where greater mutual courtesy, with gentlemanly observ- 
ance of company proprieties, have been the rule than at 
the Burns dinners. From letters of a protesting nature 
now and again seen it would appear that to certain people 
a convening to do honour to Robert Bums means some 
sort of a wild Bacchanalian function. Well, this may be 
the personal experience of the parties who so speak and 
write ; we don't sit here in judgment, but this may be 
quietly added, that if matters had ever tended that way 
here, the requiem of this Club would have been very 
early sung. In speaking of our meetings, remembrance 
naturally dwells upon several of the able men who have 
in succession filled the chair, and who, like the early 
members of the Club, have passed over to the majority. 

We grasp their hands no more ! 
Their Silver City by the Sea is now yon Golden Shore. 

As evidence of their varied attainments and standing, let 
the following names be mentioned : Mr. WiUiam Alex- 
ander, LL.D. (*' Johnny Gibb*') ; Dr. Robert Beveridge, 
of the Royal Infirmary staff ; Professor William Minto ; 
Dr. Maitland Moir, physician-surgeon ; Mr. Alexander 
Yeats, Depute Town Clerk ; Mr. James \S^alker, merchant. 
Need there be any hesitation in affirming that every one 
of these gentlemen, through intellectual gifts and open- 
handedness, has left his mark in Aberdeen? And all 
were leal and true admirers of Robert Bums. Through 
circumstances already noted, it has fallen to me to hear. 
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and for a time record, much public speaking of a business, 
literary and social nature, and in quoting the foregoing 
names effective testimony, I take it, is given of the high 
order of the papers, the speeches — ^genial, instmctiye, 
heart-warming — ^heard at our meetings. If there is one 
single society or dubable combination eiisting at this 
moment in Aberdeen " or twal' miles round it " that can 
boast six equally well-equipped members in its ranks — 
then let that brotherhood account themselves happy. I 
have not thought it necessary in this running retrospect 
to refer to the members who have filled the chair, and are 
happily still amongst us. My feeling has been remem- 
brance of past comrades, not laudation of the living ; but 
you might well hold me ungracious did I fail to warmly 
recognise how much we owe to our singers. Indeed, it 
would not be going too far to avow that this element in 
our proceedings has to the majority of the members — and 
specially to their guests — ever proved a prized delight. 
No personalities need be indulged in, but the Club may 
well pride themselves in having within their circle ^so 
many capable "masters of song'*. And now the final 
** shift of the key". For reasons already stated, I have 
not thought it needful to repeat or emphasise what has in 
past years been said at this table regarding the genius of 
the Ploughman Poet : anything new or rare in that direc- 
tion would, I feel, be beyond my reach and grasp. His 
greatness grows. The year just departed — 1896 — ^the 
centenary of his death, heard and saw louder and more 
significant tribute to his gifts and influence than any 
period on record. His own dying prophecy is being 
fulfilled. " Jean," he said to his wife, " don't be afraid ; 
I'll be more respected a hundred years after I am dead 
than I am to-day." Our local newspapers have within 
the past fortnight contained a greater number of ad- 
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vertisements and notices announcing " Bums Concerts/' 
"Bums Nichts," ''Bums Meetings" than the memory 
of man can recall. To all these gatherings, in town or 
country, I venture on behalf of this Club to humbly ex- 
press a feeling of goodwill and kindred fellowship. We 
are all at one in our loyalty to the brother mortal who 
sang to mankind the loving-kindness anthem of the world 
— " Auld Lang Syne " ; to him regarding whom our own 
WiSham Forsyth so beautifully wrote : — 

The loved of all, 
The household friend, the bard of great and small ; 
Who showed a loving nature face to face, 
Its inmost spirit glorified in song, 
And passed away to fUl his kingly place 
Among the white-robed throng 
That walk behind the prophets. 

The address was frequently and loudly applauded. 
Mr. William Cadenhead, as on so many former occa- 
sions, recited an ode in honour of the national bard. 

Foil sixty years have now gone by 

Since, in an nnambitioas way. 
In scanty hours of bnsy life, 

I*ve songht to sing a random lay. 

Not much of wisdom have the strains. 

And to find learning yon will fail, 
For I have felt myself content 

If hope and cheerfolness prevail. 

And snrely even by random lays 

With fret and care yon better cope. 
If in the song, instead of gloom, 

Yon cherish cheerfulness and hope. 

And now for somewhat twenty years, 
With all their varied changeful turns, 

Upon this annual natal night 
I've sought to sing to you of Bums. 

And if my odes have helped to speed 
The happy hours that we have spent. 

No greater recompense was soughtj 
For you were pleased, and I content 
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Bat to scMne youthful rhymster now 

The inspiring theme I most resi^ 
And may it bring his heart the joy 

It long and often has to mine. 

For Bums' blithe strains were household words 

Since in my humUe home a boy, 
Their wisdom soothed some family grief. 

Their mirth enhanryid some family joy. 

They circled round the glad fireside, 

Were quoted baith at kail and parritch. 
The wise, pat phrases came as gUb 

As proverbs, or the single carritch. 

The songs would help the youngster's plea 

When love began to seek a vent. 
And with some pithy Une of Bums 

The elders clinched their argument. 

So, bidding now the strain farewell, 

*Tis listening to the counsel sage 
Which warns the actor who, unwise, 

Lingers too long upon the stage. 

Yet, in my silent heart I know 

The theme will have its fond returns. 
For who that loved can e'er forget 

The wisdom— wit — of Robert Bums ! 

Mr. J. W. Duncan proposed " The Town and Trade 
of Aberdeen/' and Mr. Thomas Jaffrey, Aberdeen Sav- 
ings Bank, replied. The croupier proposed " The 
Guests," and Mr. A. M. Munro responded ; and the health 
of the chairman was given by Dr. James Moir, and en- 
thusiastically honoured. There was a capital musical 
programme, to which Mr. Milne Gibson, Mr. J. S. Jack- 
son, Mr. Strathdee, Mr. Archibald Duff, Mr. W. M. 
Brechin, Mr. Laing, Mr. J. A. Adamson, and Mr. James 
Cassie contributed. 



THE LATE DR. WILLIAM ALEXANDER. 

{From the " Free Press'' 2&th February, 1894.) 

« Sleep sweetly, tender heart, in peace." Is there a 
single being in the whole array of those who knew the 
man our mourning city laid to rest on Saturday that will 
not sadly, silently, re-echo the poet's prayer? It can 
scarcely be. So strong, so trustfully abiding was the 
hold Mr. William Alexander had won in the esteem of 
the community that the impression created by the tidings 
of his sudden death can justly enough be described as a 
feeling of awe. Comparatively few had heard he was 
ill ; but when unwelcome confirmation of the end swept 
swiftly into households and along the streets, there is no 
exaggeration in saying people spoke together with bated 
breath. And well they might. More than one compe- 
tent pen at a distance has without hesitation put on public 
record that "in the death of Dr. William Alexander, 
Aberdeen loses its most eminent citizen". Possibly no 
very great number — locally speaking — had ever con- 
sidered that the going hence of our friend — come when 
it might — ^would be brought home to them with this 
weight and directness. But the words were written of 
knowledge. Most of us recognise this now. We have be- 
come at a bound, as it were, sensible that in true nobil- 
ity of heart, in matured intellectual force, our citizenship 
is mightily impaired by the falling out from the ranks of 

the retiring, humble-minded author of Johnny Gibb. 

(239) 
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''The old order changeth, yielding place to new." 
Tennyson again ; and naturally enough ; for it may be 
said that over In Memoriam the late \S^illiam Aleiouider 
and the present writer first met. The laureate's book, 
shortly before published, had powerfully impressed Mr. 
\S^illiam McCombie, editor of the North of Scotland 
Gazette, and we — young fellows, both doing fugitive pen 
things for the paper — ^became eager listeners as that able 
man slowly, searchingly unfolded the rhythmic beauty, 
the philosophic depth of the great poem. Over the lesson 
we became more than listeners. A friendship was begun 
in that now far-off time which no thought, word or deed 
ever for a moment marred. The meeting happened in 
1852, and in that year WUham Alexander commenced 
his permanent journalistic career on the Oojiette, the 
writer joining the staff of the Aberdeen Herald, under 
Mr. James Adam. There is much temptation to dwell 
upon the succeeding ten years. But that must not be — 
yet. There should, however, be no harm in mention- 
ing that there was not very much agoing either in town 
or country, not many men worth knowing in the district 
but came under our ken, the "our," let it be remem- 
bered, including shrewd, worthy James Valentine, of 
the Journal, No trio of pressmen ever worked together 
more harmoniously ; and while the days were faithfully 
devoted to newspaper duty — the whole round of it — 
each of us managed in spare hours to peg away at a 
certain speciality of his own. One of us busied himself 
in Statistics ; another nursed a craze about Psalmody 
reform ; while the third, the youngest, was quietly, but 
surely, recalling, creating, fashioning into form the un- 
rivalled scene and character sketches of "life Among 
My Ain Folk," which were destined to bring him lasting 
literary fame. 



THE LATE DR. WILLIAM ALEXANDER 241 

After what has already appeared in these colamns it 
is not necessary to linger upon the writings of \S^illiam 
Alexander. He certainly would never have touched the 
subject himself. No mortal ever heard him claim credit 
for a single page or paragraph of print. Of this reticence 
let the following be outstanding proof. Jotting down 
some sentences on a fly-leaf, accompanying a much- 
prized early copy of Johnny Oibb, he wrote : *' I hesi- 
tated about sending you the bookie, being doubtful how 
far it was really a compliment. I had truly no intention 
of publishing it, if people had only let me alone." Herein 
was manifested the inborn modesty of the man — a virtue 
that shone through all his actions, and never more char- 
acteristically than when he hesitated, doubted, queried 
as to accepting the Doctor of Laws honour so deservedly 
conferred upon him by Aberdeen University. Though 
as a rule given to thought and silence, he was a delightf id 
comrade. There was no scamping of work or brother- 
hood with William Alexander. True, gentle and fearless, 
when trouble came — as with chastening influence it comes 
to all — he stood forth a friend indeed. Concerned about 
what he could in a helpful way do for you, he soon found 
a methdd of effectively doing it ; sparing no pains, and, 
if need were, substantial aid. When the story of some 
poor oppressed one was told, ''Ay," he would say in 
the Doric which he loved so well — " Ay, bit I ken far I'll 
get something till her," and he had never a long journey 
to make. Yes : the Preacher was right when in his place 
on Saturday and speaking over the flower-laden remains 
of his departed Elder, he included him in the company 
of those who "bear the burden of the downtrodden". 
Like many men keenly gifted with the sense of humour, 
William Alexander was very pitiful at heart. Read his 

'•Mary Malcolmson's Wee Maggie," or "Francie Her- 

16 
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riegerie's Sharger Laddie/* and mark the wealth of 
tender pathos preyailing throughout As years crept on, 
this beautiful feature in his walk and conversation took 
touching — ^yea, reverent— expression. A single sentence 
may bear witness. Concluding but recently a note ac- 
knowledging what he and his now widowed partner were 
pleased to think a kindness done them, his words are — 
" So, good old friend, let it rest there, and may God bless 
you amid the joys and sorrows of this, alas I too sorrow- 
ful life". 

Few journalists, provincial journalists at any rate, 
ever enjoyed in more enviable measure the esteem and 
admiration of distinguished men in all conditions and 
professions than did \S^illiam Alexander. Amongst our- 
selves his presence was sought and valued by the most 
representative of our citizens, while in many of the lead- 
ing literary, art, legal and clerical circles of Edinburgh 
he was a well-known, welcome guest. But through all 
this popularity and favour he remained the same lowly 
of heart, simple in manner toiler at his allotted task : 
liking best, may it be further testified, to mix "Among 
his Ain Folk*'. So here these parting lines need take 
timely end. *' The gloamin' brings us a* hame." \S^illiam 
Alexander was borne with fitting honour to his rest amid 
the regrets of thousands of his fellow-townsmen. " Sleep 
sweetly, tender heart, in peace.*' 



From an old anonymous admirer of long-past musical 
efforts in Aberdeen, I have just now (May, 1905) received 
with special pleasure and some pride, the following 
almost forgotten copy of programme of an Open Night 
Concert, given by the once popular " Harmonic Choir,** 
a body to whom really belongs the credit of the success- 
ful Aberdeen Psalmody Improvement Campaign of 1854. 
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The now rare document may possess considerable interest 
as showing the instructive class of Choral composition 
which half a century ago formed the evening study of 
the " Harmonic/' some thirty to forty young working men 
and women, all of whom, save three or four, have now 
joined the *' Choir Invisible ". 

" To med ths words of tumful rhym* 
To music't dulcit measure^ 
To steal a/ev short hours from time. 
And give them unto pUasure." 

"OPEN NIGHT" 



HARMONIC CHOIR 



MEOHANIOS HALL, 

Tuesday, Tlthjuly, 1858. 

SINOINO TO COMMENCE AT 8.20 PRECISELT. 



PART FIRST. 

• i MCI • 

(Blabri«af. SOLDIERS, BRAVE AND GALLANT BE. QMiom. 

Battles o'er, with joy and glee 
Well dance and sing right merrily : 
Fa la la. 



Soldiers, brave and gallant be ; 
Lead on, lead on to victory : 

Fa la la. 
There is the foe, united be, 
Strike, strike the blow, and they will 



We are resolved on victory : 
Fa la la. 



With wife and maid, load we will 

chant 
Along the glade— "May oor God grant 
Health to the Queen," and " Uberty ". 
Fa la la. 



(FfS^Siiw.)} MARKD YOU HER EYE. flfpo/or<fc. 

Mark'd you her eye of heav*nly blue ? 
Mark'd you her cheek of roseate hue ? 
That eye in Uquid circles moving, 
That cheek abash'd at man's approving ; 
The one Love's arrows darting round. 
The other blushing at the wound. 



244 



ADDENDUM 



(Btabti0«f. '^^ NIGHTINGALES. 

Ye Ni^htm^ales, so pleasant and so ^ay, 
In greenwood proves who lore to make yonr dwelKn^ ; 
In lields lo fly, chanting yoor roondelay, 
Thro' U^e-lon^ ni^ht your tunelnl voioes swelling. 
Thongs sweet your song throng^ grove and field responding, 
My sorrowing heart ye Tainly strive to move : 
Fly to my Celia with yoor am'roos chanting, 
And bid her hearken to the -voice of love. 



DiUuao, 



dU 7oieM.) J 
There's mnsic in the air. 

When the inlant mom is nig^ 
And faint its l>lnsh is seen 

On the bright and langhing sky. 
Many a harp's ecstatic soond 
With its thrill of joy profound ; 
While we list enchanted there 
To the mnsic in the air. 



THERE'S MUSIC IN THE AIR G. F, BoaU 

There's mnsic in the air, 

When the twilight's gentle sigh 
Is lost in evening's breast 

As its pensive beauties die. 
Then, O then, the lov'd ones gone. 
Wake the pure celestial song ; 
Angel voices greet ns there 
In the mnsic in the air. 



Cmw. the lark. 

How lovely thy note, 
So clear tho' remote, 

Sweet lark as to heav'n thou art winging ; 
Thou tak'st me from earth, 
I join in thy mirth, 

We mount in the sky loudly singing. 



MmdiUiohn. 



trio. 

Lordly gallants, tell me this, 
Tho' my safe content you weigh 
not, 

In your greatness what one bless 
Have you gained that I enjoy not ? 

You have honour, yen have wealth, 

I have peace and I have health, 

All the day I merry make, 

And at night no care I take. 

(Blabrisaf. BiAIDENS PAIR 

Maidens fair of Padua*s dty 
By our sprightly rural ditty. 
Be ye welcom'd this bright morn- 
ing. 

Fa la la. 
The merry dance invites you. 
Our song to mirth incites you. 
Fa la la. 



LORDLY GALLANTS. Dr. CalUxM. 

Bound to none my fortunes be, 

This or that man's fall I fear not. 
Him I love that loveth me ; 

For the rest — a pin I care not 
You are sad when others chafe, 
And grow merry as they laugh ; 
I that hate it and am free, 
Laug^ and weep as pleaseth me. 



OP PADUAS CITY. Oaitoldi. 
Scoff not at the gifts we proffer, 
Simple shepherds can tmt offer 
Truthful hearts for your approv- 
ing. 

Fa la la. 
The merry dance invites you. 
Our song to mirth incites you. 
Fa la la. 
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<Bfee. SEE THE CHARIOT OP LOVE. 

See the chariot at hand, here, of Love, 

Wherein my lady rideth I 
Each that draws is a swan or a dove. 

And well the car Lo^e gnidetlL 
As she ^oes all hearts do dnty 
Unto her beauty : 
And, enamoured, do wish so they 

mi^t 
Bnt enjoy such a sight — 
That they still were to ran by her 

side, 
Throngli swords, throngli seas, 

whither she wonld ride. 



W. Horsley. 

Have yon seen tmt a bri^t lily grow 
Before rude hands have toach*d it ? 

Ha' yon mark'd bat the faU o' the 
snow 
Before the soU hath smntch'd it ? 

Ha' yon lelt the wool o* the beaver, 

Or swan's-down ever ? 

Or have smelt o' the bod o' the briar. 

Or the nard in the fire ? 

Or have tasted the bag o' the bee ? 

O, so white! O, so soft! O, so 
sweet is she ! 



» I K I » 



C^XUB. SEE ! THE CONQU'RING HERO COMES. Eand$l. 

See I the oonqn'ring hero comes, 
Soand the trumpets, beat the drums ; 
Sports prepare, the laurel bring, 
Songs of triumph to him sing. 



See ! the God-like youth advance, 
Breathe the flutes, and lead the dance ; 
Myrtle wreaths and roses twine. 
To deck the hero's brow divine. 



^ati Jlotlff. 



OVER HER GRAVE. 



3i§ndel»9ohn. 



Over her grave a lime tree is growing, 

Wherein birds are singing, and soft winds blowing ; 

While underneath, on the sloping grass, 

The miller sits and courts his lass. 

The whisp'ring wind seems sigliing in sadness, 
The birds sing softly, no longer with gladness. 
The chat of the lovers in silence dies, 
They weep, yet know not why tears fill their eyes. 



flposforaf. *> 
(TnoandChoruB,)) 

Come nymphs and shepherds, come dance and play, 
And all, all like us keep holiday. 

<Bree. LUTZOvrs wild chase. 

What gleams from yon wood, in the bright sunshine ? 

Hark ! nearer and nearer 'tis sounding ; 

It hurries along, black line upon line. 

And the thrill-voic'd horns in the wild chaise join. 



COBIE NYMPHS AND SHEPHERDS. T. Cook. 



W^m. 
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The loiil with dark horror oooloiindin^ ; 
And if the black trooper's name yon'd know, 
Tis Liltzow's wild Ja^er, a hontin^ they ^ I 

• ♦♦♦♦• 

How roars in the valley the an^ry fig^t ; 
Hark ! how the keen swords are clashing ! 
Hig^-heartcd Ritter are fighting the fight, 
The spark of freedom awakens bright, 
And in crimson flame it is flashing ; 
And if the dark Ritter*s name yon'd know, 
Tis Latzow*s wild Jiger, a honting they go I 

♦ ••••• 

The chase of the German, the chase of the free, 
In hounding the tyrant we strained it ; 
Ye friends that lore ns look up with glee. 
The nig^t is scattered, the dawn we see. 
Though we with our life's blood have gained it ; 
And from sire to son the tale shall go, 
*Twas Utzow's wild Jfiger that routed the foe I 

(^Lfwe^l} WAITING FOR THE MAY. W. B. BradXnttry. 

Ah ! my heart is weary waiting. 

Waiting for the May. 
Waiting for the pleasant rambles. 
Where the fragrant hawthorn brambles 
With the woodbine alternating 

Scent the dewy May. 

Ah I my heart, my heart is throbbing, 

Throbbing for the May. 

Throbbing for the sea-side billows, 

Or the water- wooing willows, 

Where in laughter and in sobbing 

Glide the streams away. 

(BlaM««r. YOUNG MEN, 'WARE WOMAN'S WILS& FonttL 

Young men, I warn yon ; 
Ye gallants free and lusty, 

'Ware woman's wiles, 
O I be not over trusty. 

Would you secure her smiles 
(Sweeter than honey), 
Then sue her cash in hand, or show her you have land 

And ready money. 
If poor— 
Alack ! she'll scorn you. 
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<Bree. COME, LET US ALL A MAYING GO. AtUrbury, 

Come, let us all a Maying go, 
And lightly trip it to and fro. 

The bells ihall ring, 

And the cockoo sing. 
The drums shall beat, and the fifes shall play, 
And so well pass oar time away. 

f iltafe. GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. Arranged by HiMah. 



Aeeempamn Miss M. wlliSOlV. 

GoBtfnetor Mr. GABNIB. 



HM to $mg; out wfun, tuur matiy txcusss, I prtUadsd uitf4umtUy that I coma not, 
•vry om htfon to wcindtrl Yta, urns whUptrtd to othtn, d m umding how I was 
brougta up; so that upon shmms of mim ignoraneo I got now to sstks out mm4 
oid/mnd Master Gnonmus, to maks mysa/fus schoUsf.'^—Tkomas Morky*s **Plaim 
am Basis IniroducHon to rracHcal Musicke" 1597. 



CONCERNING A PORTRAIT. 

{From the Aberdeen Morning Papers of IQth December^ 

1897.) 

The moYement initiated some time a^o for obtaining 
a portrait of Mr. William Camie, Treasurer, Royal In- 
firmary and Royal Lunatic Asylum, Aberdeen, in recog- 
nition of musical, literary and official services, was 
brought to a successful and happy issue yesterday after- 
noon, when the work was formally presented to the Art 
Gallery. The portrait is painted by Sir George Reid, 
P.R.S. A. There was a large and representative company 
present, including most of the subscribers and many ladies. 
On the platform were Lord Provost Meams, Sir 
William Henderson, Sir David Stewart and the members 
of the Presentation Committee : Colonel Allardyce, Mr. 
William Cadenhead, Mr. J. W. Duncan, Mr. A O. Gill, 
Mr. J. LyaU Grant, Mr. Harvey HaU, Mr. William KeUy, 
Ex-Baillie Kinghom, Mr. R. Whyte Mackay, Mr. John 
Morgan, Mr. George Murray, Mr. Thomas Ogilvie, Mr. 
David Pressly, Dr. William Reid, Mr. Hugh R. Souper, 
Mr. John S. Stuart, Mr. David Taylor, Dr. Alexander 
Walker, Mr. Robert G. Wilson, with the Honorary Secre- 
tary, Mr. Thomas Jaffrey. The latter-named gentleman 
having read a number of letter and telegram apologies 
from parties unable to be present. 

The Lord Provost was, on the motion of Mr. Theodore 

(248) 
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Crombie, called on, amid applause, to preside. In open- 
ing the proceedings, his Lordship thanked the meeting 
for their kindness in asking him to take the chair on that 
auspicious occasion — an occasion on which one more of 
Bon-Accord's honoured sons had had his portrait painted 
by another of Bon-Accord's honoured sons— (applause) — 
to be placed on these walls that coming generations might 
know the esteem in which he was held by his fellow- 
citizens, and the interest he took in their welfare, especi- 
ally in connection with music. (Applause.) Mr. Camie 
had raised himself to his present position by his own un- 
flagging exertions, and had never failed, whenever op- 
portunity occurred, from the earliest hours of the morn- 
ing to the latest hours of the night, to impart knowledge 
to others willing to learn. (Applause.) In his journey 
through life their friend had been a keen observer of all 
passing events, which he stored up in his memory, and 
had given to his fellow-citizens in those homely traits 
that are so pleasantly produced in his Waifs of Rhyme. 
(Loud applause.) His Lordship then called on Dr. 
Walker to make the presentation. 

Dr. Walker, after acknowledging the compliment paid 
him by the Committee in asking that he should present 
the portrait, said that Music, Song and Letters seemed to 
have laid their hand on William Camie from the first. 
While little more than a boy he was leading the Psalmody 
in the Parish Kirk of Banchory-Devenick, while soon 
after he was called to join the staff of what was then, 
under the guidance of gifted Mr. James Adam, one of the 
most brilliant papers in Scotland — the Aberdeen Herald. 
Dr. Walker then referred to Mr. Camie's appointment 
through the influence of one of the wisest and quickest 
judges of men and things — ^the then Lord Provost, Sir 
Alexander Anderson — to the offices of Clerk and Treasurer 
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of the Royal Infirmary and Royal Asylum. He then pro- 
ceeded : Many doubted that the man who was facile 
princeps at reporting a speech or producing a good song 
would likely be a useful and able Clerk and Treasurer to 
two such institutions. Forty years, or nearly so, have 
proved how wise was the selection of Sir Alexander 
Anderson. (Applause.) Ve are met to-night to honour 
him by asking you, Mr. Gill, to take charge and keep for 
future generations, I will say, the admirable portraiture 
which you are about to see. To all those who have 
travelled in that great land where commerce, freedom, 
art and literature had a long hold before they held with 
us here, it must have been particularly pleasing to find 
in Leyden, Antwerp, Rotterdam, Amsterdam and Utrecht 
how eagerly the citizens pointed out to you in the Stadhuis 
of the place the portraiture of the burgomasters of the 
time painted by an Ostade, a Rembrandt or a Vandyke. 
To us here — ^to me at any rate — it is particularly pleasing 
to think that we have amongst us either in the accumu- 
lated portraiture in Tam'ty Ha', in the Surgeons' Hall, in 
our own Valhalla the Town Council — where the eloquence 
of the present Councillors is looked down upon by the 
burgomasters of a former time — it is particularly pleasing 
to think that we can point to portraiture painted by men 
famous in their day, and not least to examples of the art 
of my esteemed friend and your valued citizen, the estim- 
able President of the Royal Scottish Academy. (Loud 
applause.) I am now about, Mr. Gill, in the name of the 
subscribers, to ask you to accept and care for the most 
recent addition to that valuable collection, which I trust 
will be ever cared for. Ve may not have many Jame- 
sones, still fewer Dyces, not too many Phillips, alas ! but, 
thank God, we have a good many George Reids, and they 
are of a character that will, in the days that are to come, 
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stand forth as living embodiments of the power of the 
painter and the character of the men portrayed. (Cheers.) 
In conclusion, the Doctor requested that the curtain 
should be drawn aside, and the portrait was then un- 
veiled amid loud applause. 

The painting is inclosed in a massive gilt frame, on 
which is the inscription : — 

WILLIAM CARNIE, 

Treasurer, Royal Infirmary and Royal Asylnm, Aberdeen. 

Presented by the Subscribers, in Reoogpition of 

Musical, Literary, and Official Services. 

Painted by Sir George Reid, P.R.S.A. 

1897. 

Mr. A. O. Gill, Chairman of the Art Gallery Com- 
mittee — I have much pleasure in accepting, on behalf of 
the Art Gallery, this work. I have a twofold pleasure 
in accepting this gift. It is the work of our eminent 
townsman Sir George Reid, and it is the portrait of one 
of our esteemed and worthy sons of Bon-Accord. The 
Lord Provost and the Art Gallery Committee will take 
very great care of this picture, and hand it down to pos- 
terity. Ve have much pleasure in accepting the gift. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Camie put his acknowledgment of the great 
honour done him in reminiscent outline. It is here given 
in somewhat extended form. He said — My Lord Provost, 
Dr. Walker, Ladies and Gentlemen — When a whisper 
first got currency regarding a certain conference of 
gentlemen held some time ago — a conference of which 
this meeting is the outcome and crown — I was rather 
puzzled to think upon what special ground, what sub- 
stantial plea, friends were basing any claim my unevent- 
ful life afforded for outstanding recognition. I was by 
no means ignorant that circumstances differing widely in 
character had placed me much in the eyes — may it also 
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a wide and accurate knowledge of political and church 
movements, with an excellent literary style. This latter 
fact proved to me of much educational value. The names 
of two other gentlemen I would recall must be familiar to 
many present — Sir Thomas Blailde and Mr. (afterwards 
Sir) Alexander Anderson ; and grant me leave in further 
speaking of the latter to use the title, it will bring the 
personality of the man the better home to you. Sir 
Thomas Blailde occupied the Provost's chair during two 
terms at different periods, and otherwise held a very 
prominent position amongst the citizens in the early fifties. 
He was a strikingly handsome, large-hearted gentleman, 
and, to speak personally, he was good enough to afford 
me the opportimity of meeting company much above my 
station in life. In these days the Blailde families filled a 
large space in the business and social doings of Aberdeen- 
shire. I have a remembrance of the afternoon in 1836, 
when the whole city was startled by the tidings that 
Provost James Blailde had suddenly expired in the Town 
House, and exactly twenty-six years afterwards I saw his 
brother, Sir Thomas, lying dead where he had fallen in 
Union Street. 

The other citizen whom I have very strong grounds, 
indeed, for naming as amongst my best friends in by- 
gone years, one whose influence came without solicitation 
or prompting, came too at the right moment, was, in 
degree, known to all here — Sir Alexander Anderson. In 
the locally exciting enterprises of forty years back I was 
brought much into contact with this remarkable man. I 
had to meet him often, alike in business affecting the 
general interests of the town when he was Lord Provost, 
and in the Committee Rooms of the House of Commons 
in connection with stoutly contested railway schemes. 
His was a masterful personality. A staunch looking- 
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ahead friend, a determined unflinching opponent. Sir 
Alexander had been denied ready facility of speech — 
the reporter's pencil had to wait for the utterance — ^but 
then he had been gifted with a convincing vein of vigorous, 
well-knit-together language that ever made his meaning 
emphatically effective. He could go through an immense 
amount of business with inciting energy, and paint you a 
character portrait in a single phrase. Bestowing, as it 
has fallen to me to do, fair attention to the on-goings of 
our town when men and methods have been under dis- 
cussion during the past half century, I have seldom heard 
any difference of opinion as to the resourceful sagacity, 
accurate judgment of character with prevailing power of 
work possessed by Sir Alexander Anderson. Let me 
add to this his earnest desire to help onward those in 
whom he took an interest : it is fitting I for one should 
not forget that stimulating feature in his nature. In the 
evening of his life, it was Sir Alexander's pleasure to 
make me now and again his companion in a quiet stroll. 
He lived a good deal in the past, and liked to speak of 
bygone experiences and old-time friends. I have an 
agreeable recollection of our last saunter — it was on his 
part so kindly and unostentatious. It came about in this 
way : He greatly admired a fine pony-like St. Bernard 
dog exhibited by a dwari showman in a shop on the Quay 
a few minutes' walk from the Infirmary Offices. He 
petted the dog, conversed with the manikin owner, and 
having paid the most liberal admission fee the little ex- 
hibitor had possibly ever received, we proceeded to the 
Circus in Bridge Street, where a piece of mine, dubbed 
"The War in Zululand," had been reproduced. I am 
doubtful if the good knight cared much about the affair, 
but he was in boyish spirits, and spoke of having known 
the Cooke equestrians from his school days. 
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Time flies fast. It is jtsst a decade since Sir Alexander 
died in his eighty-fifth year, and while there is no street, 
no quay nor terrace, no " storied nm or animated bust " 
to recall his memory to the passer-by, strangers witing 
the city he loved so well who may ask for token of his 
life and labours can justly indeed be Indden "look 
around ". Somewhat previous to the years here spoken 
of three other citizens whose names are familiar to most 
of you were taking an earnest and important part in 
building up the commerce, the trade, the reputation of 
the town — ^Mr. George Thompson of Pitmedden, Mr. John 
Webster, advocate, and Mr. John Stewart of Craigie- 
buckler. Two of these not only held office as Lord 
Provosts, but they also represented Aberdeen in Parlia- 
ment ; while the third established amongst us and guided 
the greatest industry of its kind in the world. All were 
men of marked ability and force of character in their 
respective walks of life. Let me also name Provosts 
Nicol, Leslie, Jamieson, Esslemont and Matthews. They 
were much before the public for a long period, and 
deserve high place as benefactors of our city. I must 
not presume to refer, in their presence, to the three 
gentlemen here to-day who have so well ruled, and rule, 
the town. 

And now let running reference be made to the texts 
prescribed by the Committee's Circular — Music, Journal- 
ism, Public Work — and pray grant me your indulgence 
for unavoidable self-intrusion. I cannot help it ; it is in 
the brief. Upon the first head — ^Music — it is possible I 
might interest some present with reminiscences of the 
beginnings of the Psalmody Reform Movement by *' The 
Harmonic Choir". That body did much to promote 
genuine choral singing, but they never did a better night's 
work than when, on the 25th January, 1854, they vocally 
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illustrated before a crowded audience in the West Free 
Church a lecture on " Psalmody in Scotland," given by 
the Conductor, the man in the frame. So far as I know 
there never was challenge that from the evening in 
question can be fairly dated the interest and improve- 
ment which were so enthusiastically awakened regarding 
congregational singing over a large portion of Scotland. 
It became a busy time, indeed, with precentors, choirs, 
and lovers of the Service of Song, and in these " activities " 
it was my good fortune to share. From the " Harmonic " 
sprang the choir of 160 which in 1856-7 gave in connec- 
tion with the Aberdeen Psalmody Improvement Associa- 
tion sacred music rehearsals with unfailing success. That 
160 formed a valuable contingent when our admirable 
Choral Union was started, under Mr. Richard Latter, 
and some of them continue respected members of that 
body to the present date. Not a few of them, moreover, 
did effective service in the well-remembered meetings of 
*' The Thousand Voices Choir " of 1872. It is impossible 
to recall past ardent Psalmodic times without thinking of 
the willing work done by such true-hearted citizens — no 
longer with us — as Mr. Neil Smith, Mr. Francis Cochran, 
Mr. Arthur Thomson, Mr. James Valentine, and, with 
noblest ardour and liberality, Mr. James Walker. Let 
also well-deserved honour be paid to Mr. William Smith, 
tea merchant, editor of one of the best tune books Scot- 
land ever saw. Nor must the lovable composer of 
beautifully simple " St. Kilda," William Broomfield, be 
forgotten. In these our days of Hymnals— -each body 
must have its Hymnal — an incident may be worth re- 
lating as showing the change in public opinion regarding 
the use of uninspired compositions in worship. Towards 
the end of the fifties, say forty years gone by, I was 

teaching a congregational class in a church not far from 

17 
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this, and as portion of the lesson for the night the vocali- 
sation of vowels had to be dwelt upon. To bring out a 
certain point practically, I asked the class to sing the 
sonnding twelfth verse of Logan's fine twenty-third para- 
phrase. But the thing could not be done. Not only were 
no hymns old or new used by the church, but even our 
time-honoured paraphrases were forbidden. They were 
sewed fast down to the '* brods " of the Psalm Books. 
One of the most interesting, and I might say testing 
classes I ever taught was formed in King*s College, Old 
Aberdeen, through the influence of Professor David 
Thomson. Most of the members were divinity students, 
and the class was evidently a pleasing variety from the 
graver studies. The young men entered into the work 
with real earnestness, so much so, indeed, that there was 
sometimes a fear the teacher would run out of prepared 
matter, everything in the earlier stages — scales, time, 
transposition — ^being comprehended so quickly. But to 
master the '* parts " of Psalm tunes was the chiefest joy. 
How the fresh, strong Highland and Lowland voices used 
to ring forth ! Not long ago when standing at a certain 
northern railway station a cheery, unknown voice saluted 
me from a carriage with — '* Ah ! sir, it is long, long since 
we met at King's College. I've been a minister for years 
on years, but I can sing the bass of ' Evan ' and * Pales- 
trina ' yet." And with that each of us held on his separate 
way. 

So much for the Committee's first text — ^Musical '* ac- 
tivity ". Let us pass on to the second — ^the Journalistic. 
My earliest efforts in this direction were made in con- 
nection with the North of Scotland Gazette, during the 
period I held the posts at Banchory indicated — 1847 to 
1851. Dr. James H. Wilson, recently deceased, was 
editor of the Gazette, but the principal contributors of 
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leader matter were Town Councillor Macallan, of our 
long-established cabinetmaking firm, and Mr. William 
M'Combie, farmer and author, Cairnballoch, Alford. Mr. 
Macallan was one of the most amiable men I ever knew, 
and Mr. M'Combie had even then won his literary spurs 
in his helpful volume, Hours of Thought They both 
proved kind and valued advisers to me, and as Dr. 
Wilson soon removed to London I was made sub-editor 
of the Gazette and continued so till 1852, when I was ap- 
pointed to the Herald as successor to Mr. Archibald Gillies, 
who left for an editorship in Dundee. To this gentleman 
belongs the credit of first introducing reliable verbatim 
reporting to Aberdeen. This, then, was the commence- 
ment of my press career — a career to which I look back 
with unclouded delight. It was a busy, hopeful, interesting 
time. Besides attending to my daily duties as sub-editor 
and reporter of the Herald, I acted as correspondent for 
the Times and the Scotsman, contributing pretty regularly 
a column of city and country gossip to that model of a 
county newspaper, the Banffshire Journal, while to vary 
these ^' activities," I continued to conduct the singing in 
the West Church, 1854 to 1872, taught the large psahnodic 
gatherings in the evenings, and carried on a shorthand 
class of some sixty pupils meeting weekly during summer 
at six o'clock in the morning. My hands were generally 
full enough of work, but then I had such leal and true 
press comrades — ^James Valentine and William Alexander 
— ^both ''gone before". There never could have been 
three more shoulder-to-shoulder pen-and-pendl com- 
panions. We had the whole thing in the public recording 
way to ourselves, and while it may be that we sometimes 
took liberties with the diction of the speeches, it is certain 
that the speakers, alike at the Town Council, the Police, 
and Parochial Boards — ^the then training grounds for 
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magistrates — ^never found fault with the manner in which 
they discovered themselves in print. 1 will not aver that 
the newspaper scribes of that period conld equal the 
splendid speed in note-taking of certain of onr present-day 
phonographic acquaintances, but then these gentlemen 
won't bear any grudge if I claim for my silent comrades 
that we produced quite as readable, edifying reports. 
Many a happy hour did we three old-day pendUers pass 
at our little side table in the Town House Council 
Chamber with Provosts Thompson, Henry, Blaikie, 
Webster, Anderson presiding, and alert courtly derk 
Angus keeping the business and everybody in order. 
"We didn't record all that was said, we were kindly with 
our civic rulers ; while every now and again there were 
periods of pause from important business when the three 
representatives of the press would be courting their own 
private loves. One would be cogitating over city statistics 
and growing county population ; another dreaming of a 
Northern Psalter or weaving Waifs of Bhyme ; while the 
third, the youngest, the brightest, was quietly, thoughtfully 
building up his own name and fame through the hamely 
mither tongue of Johnny Gibb. 

For exactly half a century then, I have been more or 
less associated with journalism, and have, as a conse- 
quence, known not a few notable pressmen. Being, in 
the early days, eident and decently aspiring, some of my 
seniors were won't to hint flattering things about a " young 
coming editor ". But he never came. Much to my com- 
fort, my friends of 1861 put me into the Infirmary, and 
there I remain. Incidentally, let me mention this was 
not my first-time personal knowledge of the hospital. 
Looking the other day at some old annual reports of the 
institution, I read that in 1843 there were no fewer than 
1,200 cases of fever admitted. My bed, I remember 
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well, was in St. Luke's Ward and Dr. Robert Dyce the 
physician. While, as noted, my newspaper experience 
was very pleasant, it was kept specially so by the oppor- 
tunities it constantly brought of mingling with men of 
more or less mark in the literary, artistic, dramatic and 
musical walks of labour. In the newspaper way, I en- 
joyed the advantage of being frequently in the company 
of Robert Carruthers of the Inverness Courier, Alexander 
Russel of the Scotsman, and James Adam, already men- 
tioned — a trio of undoubted press influence in their day. 
But there was another man possessing ability quite equal 
to any of them who hailed from amongst ourselves and yet 
remained almost unknown. George Murray was school- 
master at Inverkeithney, Turriff, 1843, and at that time 
published a small volume of poems under the title of 
Islaford. He left this district, and his whereabouts was 
for a considerable period lost. Sir Wemyss Reid, how- 
ever, in a recent number of the Nineteenth Century filled 
up the blank. In recording that he began labour as a 
lad in the Newcastle Daily Express, Sir Wemyss says : 
*' The editor, Mr. M., was unquestionably a man of genius, 
and could hold his own as a writer against any of his 
successors in the world of journalism. In his work you 
had the work of a scholar, a humourist, an original 
thinker, turned out with as much regard to form as to 
substance. My editor" (continues Sir Wemyss, and 
putting pen power in a nutshell) " my editor was an 
essayist who would have prospered in the times of Addi- 
son and Steele.** In the early sixties we heard of the 
erstwhile obscure Inverkeithney schoolmaster as James 
Bolivar Manson conducting with outstanding talent the 
Edinburgh Daily Review, the chief organ of the Free 
Church. I have a recollection of Russel of the Scots- 
man one night in his house, Ramsay Gardens, asking. 
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" Do you know about this Aberdonian of the Review f " 
" Yes, Mr. George Murray." " Well, whatever be his 
name, he is the ablest pressman who has come to 
Edinburgh in my time." I used to meet JManson : he 
was fond of a Scotch song with character in it, and when 
I told him the opinion just quoted his gratification was 
very evident. He had a sad, a most sudden end, dying 
— 1868 — in his chair, pen in hand, writing a leader of 
welcome to Mr. John Bright who was to speak in Edin- 
burgh. The memory of Btanson, or rather Murray, is 
kept green amongst a few by his capital song — ''The 
Guid Auld Kirk o* Scotland ". How fleeting, how evanes- 
cent is newspaper editorial work, but steadily the influ- 
ences of the press increase and circulate. In 1852 our 
local Herald was printed by hand labour by members of 
the " Warkmen Society " at the rate of 600 impressions 
per hour. This afternoon the Aberdeen newspapers are 
thrown off by steam power at marvellous speed — 15,000 
to 16,000 sheets hourly. 

Before quitting this attractive subject I might be 
thought blameworthy were I to omit mention of the late 
Mr. John Ramsay and Mr. William Forsyth, with whom 
I was on very familiar terms. Each of these gentlemen 
occupied in succession the editorial chair of the Aberdeen 
Journal. Mr. Ramsay was full of past-day local lore, 
was a keen observer and versatile writer, with a pungent 
way of his own when commenting verbally on men and 
manners. Mr. Forsyth, who followed, was a rarely ac- 
complished journalist — indeed it may be questioned if 
Aberdeen has on record in these latter days a more 
quietly brilliant, all-round literary son. He possessed 
a charming prose style, while his "Auld Kirk Bell," 
"Kinreen o* the Dee," "The Midnicht Meeting." and 
other poems, place him in the very front rank of the 
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Bards of Bon-Accord. As bearing on the years when 
the two gentlemen named were editing, it may in passing 
be said that Baillie James Forbes, who came much before 
the citizens then, was the fastest speaker my reporting 
comrades and self had ever to contend with. ^Wlien 
earnestly impassioned in debate, he must occasionally 
have reached 200 words per minute — and he was worth 
trying to take, being undoubtedly one of the ablest public 
men in the city. In this relation, further, it may not be 
out of keeping to observe that, by general contemporary 
consent, our most learned civic ruler of these years was 
Dean of Guild George Bothwell — afterwards senior 
Baillie. He was a gentleman of culture and scholarship ; 
an excellent speaker with matter in all his speeches, and 
could, on occasion, indite a telling newspaper column. I 
have seen much of his " copy " in the Herald office, in fine 
round Roman hand — but, woe's me, when he got heated in 
controversy he had a merciless manner of dealing with 
opponents. There used to be some sturdy passages of 
arms in those days in the Town Council, but as a rule 
courteous order in debate was observed. The passing 
allusion just made to newspaper copy suggests reference 
to the fact that not a few of the raciest, the ablest leading 
articles that appeared in the Herald, dealing with local 
subjects, were from the pen of Dr. Alexander Kilgour, 
the acknowledged chief of Northern physicians. He was, 
indeed, a citizen of credit and renown — possessing, in the 
apt words of Professor Blaikie, " the eye of an artist with 
the arm of a strong man ". To this character, I would 
take the liberty of adding on my own account, a big warm 
heart. "Wc came much together in the Infirmary. 

What may be called the most dramatic scene I ever 
witnessed in the old Town Hall was enacted on the 27th 
March, 1860, on the occasion of Sir Alexander Anderson 
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divesting himself of his chain of office as Lord Provost 
It is an ancient story now, yet some here may remember 
that the Town Council passed what was recognised by 
many as a yote of censore on the Provost in connection 
with the publication of certain letters bearing on the 
fiercely fought battle of the fusion of King's and Marischal 
Colleges. Party feeling ran wrathfully high, and when 
the line of action Sir Alexander intended to take at a 
specially called meeting of Council leaked out, the old 
hall was crowded by an excited audience of citizens. 
Relating these incidents anew seems something like living 
the past over again. I see Clerk John Angus, grave and 
business resolved, enter the ancient chamber followed by 
the Provost bearing himself proudly. The members of 
Council are all present, seated round the green-dothed 
table, and way is made for the new-comers through the 
ranks of the standing spectators. His Lordship's face 
bore much of the firm determined look you find in the 
characteristic portrait of him by Sir George Reid. He 
was in morning reception dress, and we, the pendllers, 
thought we never had seen him so neatly — ^not to say 
daintily — arrayed. In tones now lofty, prompted, as it 
struck us, by a feeling of right ; now scornful, at what 
he conceived to be party injustice, he made his state- 
ment in defence of the line he had adopted. Then, amid 
perfect silence, he concluded with these words — '* Gentle- 
men of the Council, I promised to you and to my fellow- 
citizens that the honour and dignity of the office of Chief 
Magistrate of Aberdeen should not suffer in my hands, 
and, under the circumstances which have occurred, I feel 
bound to fulfil that pledge by laying my resignation upon 
the table, as I hereby do. And now, gentlemen, I beg to 
retire." With this Sir Alexander placed the silver keys 
of the city on the table, and bowing complaisantly to the 
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Council and audience, all standing, amid applause left 
the hall. In the course of a few weeks the tide of affairs 
saw him again in power as Lord Provost, and the College 
fusion warmth gradually cooled down. Personally, let con- 
fession be made that the scene here faintly described was 
a turn of " activity *' in which I took recording delight. 

Here and there in out-of-the-way nooks and crannies 
of my memory are stored a good many scenes and inci- 
dents bearing on past days in our " braif toon,*' but your 
time is precious. I remember as a child of six wandering 
from the Green to St. Andrew Street and seeing Dr. 
Andrew Moir's Anatomical Theatre — ^better known as 
the *' Burkin' Hoose " — in flames, the work of a maddened 
crowd. The next year, 1832, I managed — ^possibly the 
reporting instinct was beginning to bud — ^to join, clad in 
a new slip, in the grandly bedecked procession of the 
Trades which, starting from Provost Hadden's residence, 
Union Grove, celebrated the passing of the famous Re- 
form Bill. The events which heralded and accompanied 
the Disruption of 1843 stand out as a red-letter time — 
every Established Church minister in the town leaving 
his charge, or, as the phrase went, " came out ". I was 
standing upon Union Bridge on the marriage night of our 
gracious Queen, when the great array of fireworks ar- 
ranged on the top of our beautiful Cross House for a 
grand pyrotechnic display to last an hour suddenly ig- 
nited through a spark falling into the magazine, and the 
whole show — ^a magnificent one — was over in a few 
minutes, the London artistes hurriedly escaping from 
their dangerous position. I was pencil in hand on the 
new pier on the sad 1st of April, 1853, when the Duke 
of Sutherland steamer was wrecked with a death-roll 
of sixteen souls. I remember the night when the first 
shrill whistle of a railway engine was heard at Ferry- 
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hill— 1850— and I assisted at the cutting of the maiden 
turfs of the Deeside and Great North lines in 1852. Per- 
haps the greatest commotion that ever took place on our 
quay in connection with shipping was at the launching 
of the splendid Schomberg from the Messrs. Hall*s 
yard in 1855. The vessel (she cost over £43,000, and 
was lost on her first voyage) was christened by a member 
of Parliament whose name was then much before the 
country — ^Mr. Henry Layard, the famous "Nineveh ex- 
plorer '* and creator of the House of Commons' phrase 
which became an immediate popular proverb — "The 
right man in the right place ". I enjoyed the pleasure of 
hearing Her Majesty the Queen, when opening the Water- 
works at Invercannie — October, 1866— most graciously 
speak of '* Her neighbours of Aberdeen ". Many and 
varied " activities " fell to my lot during my earlier press 
days. Amongst the bravest and brightest were the visit 
of Her Majesty the Queen with the Prince Consort and 
Royal children to the Earl of Aberdeen at Haddo House 
in 1857, and the rejoicings on Upper Deeside upon the 
Prince of Wales' marriage day. Our " Silver City by the 
Sea " was all ablaze with loyalty as the Royal party drove 
through the streets, and you will catch an echo of the 
doings from the stirring strains of my trusty old friend, 
Mr. William Cadenhead, now with us : — 

Well may ye riag your blithe belli oat, 

Ye burghers true and leal ; 
Well may your happy faces ^leam 

With the joy your bosoms feeL 
Well may yon wave yonr 'kerchiefs, 

Ye maidens sweet and fair ; 
Well may your silver laughter 

Ring in the noontide air. 
Yes ; well in loyal ranges, 

May ye line each crowded way. 
For the Queen doth ride in all her pride 

Along your streets to-day. 



CONCERNING A PORTRAIT 267 

And the doings about Braemar after the wedding of the 
Prince, when James, Earl of Fife, and his noble Coun- 
tess, entertained an illustrious company at Corriemulzie 
Lodge, though on a smaller scale were not less brilliant. 
These were the simny glints of reporting " activities " ; 
but there were also unwelcome shadows — not the least 
gruesome being when, on two different occasions stand- 
ing on the hangman's scaffold in Castle Street, I had to 
listen for and " take " the last words of the condemned 
men — George Christie, 1852, and John Booth, 1856. 
Christie had few sympathisers. The Kittybrewster 
murder of an old woman and yoimg child was an unpro- 
voked, a cruel deed. But there were many who thought 
poor John Booth might well have been spared. Though 
only a wandering seller of country small- wares he was of 
a kind and peaceable nature, and he had been very sorely 
tried. In a moment of passion after returning from a 
local market where he had been provoked by certain 
stories regarding his home, he stabbed his mother-in-law 
within their humble dwelling in an Oldmeldrum back 
lane. A few hours after the unhappy blow I was in the 
house and heard a little caged bird singing above the 
dead woman — singing as blithely as if it had been in its 
native bush. Reference has been made to the Cross 
House, one of the special historical adornments we can 
boast I have a vivid remembrance when it constituted 
the principal, indeed the only Post Office of the city — 
standing on the " plainstanes " Castle Street, exactly op- 
posite Lodge Walk. I further recollect when all the 
town required for its postal business was a little shop at 
top of Netherkirkgate, the letters being popped through 
a slit in one of the window panes. The population of 
Aberdeen then stood at 60,000. 

While my lengthened press connection was fruitful of 
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much pleasure, it was also accompanied by not a little 
exacting critical labour in the musical and dramatic way. 
Simple performance of duty entrusted to me justifies the 
statement that I have recollections of having met and 
written according to my Ught about nearly all the most 
distinguished actors who have visited the north from the 
forties to the nineties of the century, including Macready, 
Matthews, Phelps, Charles Kean, Gustavus Brooke, Dillon, 
Barry Sullivan, Wilson Barrett, Edwin Booth, Tearle, 
Toole, Terry, the Comptons, father and son, and others 
who have attained world-wide celebrity. The bright par- 
ticular star of the English stage — Sir Henry Irving — ^told 
me he had once visited Aberdeen in his early *' utility *' 
days, but I have no remembrance of his appearance. To 
be for a brief hour or two in such company was ever a 
delight and a lesson of no ordinary schooling. How much 
some of us were indebted for pleasant tasks of the dramatic 
order to dear old Mrs. Pollock, so long the lessee and 
manageress of the once well-known little Marischal 
Street Theatre ! I wrote so many addresses for her 
Benefit Nights and other special occasions, worked with 
her too in bringing, season after season, pantomimes up 
to date, that the good lady may fairly enough be said to 
have a kind of trained me into the knack of versifying. 
She was a highly accomplished all-round actress ; in 
private a most engaging companion. Her manner in a 
room easy, graceful and with just the slightest touch of 
the player, was very winning ; ladies even whispered as 
much, and strong men confessed it aloud to each other. 
As Mrs. Corbet Ryder she had seen and acted with most 
of the leading performers of her time, and was full of the 
traditions of the stage. Of course, she believed in and 
stuck by the old wine of the drama. She had doubts 
about the draughts from the new bottles — the Robert- 
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sons, Gilberts, Alberys, Byrons, and Hallidays. ^Wliere 
be your men of the Beaumont, Fletcher, Sheridan, Gold- 
smith and Tobin stamp she would ask, either for scene 
invention, elegance of dialogue, or spontaneity of humour ? 
And in truth she had generally the best of it in all such 
encounters, for her wit was sharp and her memory faith- 
ful. Mrs. Pollock died at Dalkeith in July, 1875, shortly 
after completing the allotted threescore and ten. 

Musical artistes of the first rank are not so frequently 
encountered after work, their concert visits lasting gener- 
ally only one night, but I have lively recollections of 
hours spent under the spell of four of the greatest English 
tenors of the century — ^John Braham, Sims Reeves, Henry 
Haigh, Joseph Maas. Haigh's name may be forgotten 
now in Aberdeen, but he was a great attraction at our 
earliest Saturday evening Music Hall concerts, 1863. He 
was about this period contemporary with Reeves on the 
London operatic stage, and that eminent tenor one night 
in speaking of him to me said, in his generous way, 
"Haigh has the finest voice in England". The most 
gifted singer I ever listened to was without question Jenny 
Lind. "The Swedish Nightingale" had no rivals near 
her throne, and then she carried her honours sa meekly, 
so charitably. I once heard her sing " John Anderson, 
my Jo," for an encore to an audience of some three thou- 
sand — one half of whom were in sympathetic tears as the 
simple Scottish strain flowed on. 

It is not easy to speak decidedly regarding the greatest 
actor you may have witnessed. One player may be su- 
preme in a certain range of character ; a second and third 
imapproachable in quite a different walk. Putting every- 
thing together, however — the stage fascination of the mo- 
ment ; sudden light thrown on a hitherto dark point ; 
suitability of action to word by grace of movement and 
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bearing — potting these together, with the delight that eren 
time and distance cannot diminish regarding a well-re- 
membered performance, the actor whose power and ver- 
satility most impressed myself was Edwin Booth, the 
American tragedian. On three snccessive nights in onr 
Theatre— October, 1882— Mr. Booth personated '* Riche- 
Uen," " Hamlet/* "Bertucdo" (The FooFs Revenge), in a 
manner that held the crowded andiences spellbound* 
The dnty of placing before the public for perusal next 
morning one's opinion of remarkable performances of the 
stamp thus referred to was a hurried midnight task, yet 
ever, let me personally own, an enjoyable "activity". 
The greatest, the most moving orator I ever had to follow 
was also an American — John Gongh, the temperance 
lecturer. I am not aware that reporters, as a rule, are 
much given to the " melting mood," but I have worked 
beside men who could by pencil take anything or any- 
body, who, when Gongh was in his finest, his heart-sway- 
ing declamatory form, could not see their shorthand 
notes. 

In connection with the subject of public performances 
perhaps aUusion ought to be made to the individual who 
was admittedly the greatest showman of his day — ^more 
especiaUy as he happened to be one of ourselves — John 
Henry Anderson, known in every land as the " Wizard of 
the North ". He was a Deeside lad and picked up con- 
juring from a singular character, *' Old Scottie,** who had 
for seasons a penny to threepenny show in Blast John 
Street, just where there are now two churches. Ander- 
son became a high-class master in the art of advertising, 
and while he fell far short of several of his contempor- 
aries for skill and originality as a conjuror, pure and 
simple, yet in reputation he surpassed them aU by miles. 
He had made and spent several fortunes, and was full 
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of information and anecdote. In his frequent visits to 
Aberdeen, I used to see a good deal of the Wizard and 
his secretaries — wonderfully smart fellows they were. 
Anderson's ambition was to be considered a fine actor, 
and as he was some six feet in height and full-bodied in 
proportion, he certainly looked in his splendid Highland 
dress a model " Rob Roy *'. I have seen' him assume this 
character in the litUe house in Marischal Street to the 
•• Helen Macgregor " of ever-ready Mrs. Pollock, but of 
course the lady, full of histrionic talent and stage experi- 
ence, played him, in professional phrase, " off the boards ". 
The fact was not without a moral that after all his 
wanderings, fortune-making and fame, the Wizard should 
at his death, which occurred at Darlington, in 1874, have 
in his last hours requested to be laid in the half -hidden 
lair in our St. Nicholas Churchyard, where in years long 
gone by — 1850 — ^he had reverentiy buried his mother. 
The grave is situated at the back of the East Church, and 
is marked by a small headstone bearing a brief inscrip- 
tion and the following lines : — 

Yes ; she had friends when fortune smiled ; 

It frowned — ^they knew her not ; 
She died ; the orphans wept, but lived 

To mark this hallowed spot. 

Barry Sullivan, the tragedian, was on a starring tour in 
Aberdeen at the time of the Wizard's death, and with 
others of us assisted to lay him in his last resting-place. 
Anderson, who had reached his sixtieth year, had a 
ready hand to help the sick and the needy. He, in his 
prosperous days, was never asked for a half-sovereign for 
an unfortunate fellow-professional " on the rocks *' but 
it was willingly given. His life had been a strange, way- 
ward one. He had known poverty ; he had performed 
before all the crowned heads in Europe. At his death 
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there was nothing to part or give away bnt a few conjur- 
ing *' properties/' yet I was in a room of onr Royal Hotel, 
Union Street, when three respectable-looking females 
each claimed to be his widow. Of course, they were 
romancing. 

Amongst the changes which have taken place in onr 
dty life during the past twenty or thirty years is one 
which, no doubt, has struck some of the more elderly in 
the present company with, I would say, regret, namely, 
the disappearance or dying out of individuals of strik- 
ing personality, " characters ** in fact. ** He's a char- 
acter " used to be by no means an unusual designation. 
I don't mean by this the humbler of our brethren who 
may have faUen under the term throug|i mental or 
physical misfortune — but busy, intelligent, easy-to-do 
citizens. Is there not room to fear, or at least feel, that 
we are aU too much alike, even to the verge of mono- 
tony ? Of course we have still specimens of the " fussy " 
race amongst us, and they serve their purpose in a way. 
One of the latest conversations I had with an untiring 
student of ** character" — ^Dr. William Alexander — was 
on this very subject — ^the text being the late Mr. Samuel 
Martin. Our combined feeling was that the death of the 
"Hatter to the People" caused a distinct loss to the 
town, his characteristics being all healthy and even amus- 
ing. '* Sammy " (I use the familiar title with all respect), 
" Sammy " stood out a distinct bit of colour in the picture 
of our local every-day doings — so much so that the mere 
mention of his name brings vividly before the mind's eye 
the smart, dapper, jaunty figure, morning after morning 
for a long series of years, briskly holding on his way to 
the well-frequented *' No. 34 Union Street ". And then 
on occasions of State or Civic ceremony who does not 
remember our late friend as he bravely stood in smiling 
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Napoleonic attitude in his first-floor window — ^the glass 
and frame removed — clad in impressive Garibaldian or 
other attractive attire? On sach occasions Mr. Martin 
was the observed of all observers, old and young — al- 
ways a welcome pleasant variety in the ongoings. I have 
heard the term "mountebank" applied regarding him. 
If such reference meant anything in the nature of false 
pretence, or underhand dealing, then the speaker didn't 
know his subject. Samuel Martin was in word and deed 
a gentleman, an eccentric gentleman, if you like, with a 
clear head and a kind heart. His father had won a com- 
mission in a famous regiment, and a brother held the 
rank of Colonel — facts which fully accounted for his de- 
voted attachment towards the Army. And that attach- 
ment was really reciprocated. During the weary anxious 
winter of the Crimean War — 1854 — letter after letter 
from soldiers in the Highland Brigade to friends in 
Aberdeenshire was brought to the Herald Office dwelling 
fondly on general things happening at " home,*' but all 
declaring that the first portion of the paper read round 
the snow-encompassed camp-fires was that containing 
the poetical patriotic advertisement of the *' Practical 
Hatter". Many of these productions were remarkable 
alike as regards rhyme and reason, but everybody glanced 
over them and — ^they paid. Possibly the pervading am- 
bition of Mr. Martin's life was to be spoken about at 
Balmoral during the visits of our beloved Queen to Dee- 
side. For many summers and autumns he regularly re- 
sided at Ballater near the foot of Craigendarroch Hill, 
and as he ever was on the best of terms with John 
Brown, Her Majesty's favourite personal attendant, 
there existed pretty good reason to believe that the name 
of the *' Practical Hatter " with the knightly aspirations 

was not quite unknown within the Royal family circle. 

18 
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Mr. MLartin died in January, 1888, aged seventy-four, and 
there is fair room for regret that as yet he has no suc- 
cessor in the peculiar rdk he so conspicuously filled. 

As during my engraver days several of the local 
portrait and landscape painters were wont to visit 
the offices where I was employed, I gradually ac- 
quired from the draughtsmen around me some love for 
and knowledge of art, and this tendency was much 
strengthened when press duties claimed my special atten- 
tion. I knew James Giles, John Phillip, James Cassie, 
John Stirling, and the brothers Brodie well. They have 
aU left us, but Sir George Reid and Mr. John Mitchell 
were apprentices with the same firm I served, and, 
happily, are still charming and educating us by their 
enviable gifts. Phillip, as you know, won for himself 
highest place amongst contemporary painters through 
his rare mastery of colour as displayed more particularly 
in his splendid series of Spanish pictures. Peter Cun- 
ningham — ^the second — ^when at his best as a literary 
critic in London — ^named him " Phillip of Spain," a happy 
title that was often quoted. It so happened that John 
Phillip and I frequently met when he came north on his 
way to Devach, his romantic Highland Lodge in Glen 
Urquhart. In early days we had worked for a space 
not far from each other in the Netherkirkgate ; he as 
journeyman painter and glazier in a little shop at "VP^allace 
Neuk, I as errand boy farther up the thoroughfare. He 
was one of Nature's truest sons ; the same kind unpre- 
tentious friend when obtaining a thousand pounds for a 
single picture as when glazing windows with old Spark 
at sixteen shillings a week. No doubt you noticed that 
recently the trustees of the Scottish National Gallery 
gave £5,000 for what he himself considered his master- 
piece, '* La Gloria " (a Spanish wake) . The next time 
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you visit Edinburgh don't forget to see it. Phillip died 
suddenly in London in 1867, at the all too early age of 
fifty. Any day you happen to be passing up Skene 
Square you may observe a brass plate on the house No. 
13.^ It records the birthplace of the great painter, and 
is the " In Memoriam " tribute of his friend, fellow- 
townsman and brother artist, 'VP^iUiam Brodie, the 
sculptor. 

And now thirdly, and lastly. The topics it seemed 
meet for me, from the Committee's Circular, to touch upon 
were Musical, Literary, Public "Work. Regarding the 
first and second of these texts you have heard enough — 
though, let me admit, only in outline form. There might 
have been a good deal of filling in of the sketches had 
convenience permitted, and, moreover, you will doubt- 
less have observed that the personal references made are 
confined, with one or two exceptions, to those who " re- 
lieved from all service are not of us ". I could not ask 
you to accompany me while I might wander, pencil in 
hand, amongst the living multitude of citizens who have 
done, and are still doing, worthy service in our midst. 
Thackeray says somewhere that he would " have history 
familiar rather than heroic *'. It so happens that I had 
nothing in the heroic way to tell, and so my remarks 
have, of necessity, partaken entirely of the familiar. 
The Public Work portion of my life has been kept, 
through circumstances over which I had little control, 
pretty fully and steadily before you all. From 1861 I 
have been the servant of the city, and let me with heart 
gratefulness say that no public official could have ful- 
filled duty under more considerate superiors than I have 
done. The gentlemen appointed during the past thirty- 
six years to watch over and govern the always important 

' Now 17. 
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business of the Royal Infimiary and the Royal Asylnm 
have ever been — I am deeply sensible of it — ^have ever 
been as steadfastly my personal friends as they have 
been my able and esteemed directors. From the be- 
ginning I experienced nothing bnt aid and encourage- 
ment, while I wiU not venture to say anything further 
bearing on these later years than this, that the thought- 
fulness, the kindness of my Boards have gladdened the 
gloaming of my life. The office of Clerk and Treasurer 
of the town's two noblest institutions — the Infirmary 
and Asylum — affords many opportunities of cheering 
by gentle word or timely deed those who may have 
faUen under the afflicting burden of bodily or mental 
dishealth. I trust not many of the opportunities thus 
occurring have been neglected. Looking at the progress 
and changes that have taken place around us in the 
course of the past fifty years, it may be remarked that 
during that period dty business has brought me into as- 
sociation with thirteen Lord Provosts, four of the number 
previous to and nine since my entering upon the post 
which, ably assisted, I still hold. Need I say how much 
I feel honoured by the presence of Lord Provost Meams 
in the chair this afternoon ? 

Regarding the main business of the present meeting 
you will permit me to be silent. When the dumb scholar 
was asked to define "gratitude*' she wrote upon her 
slate "The memory of the heart". Let these few un- 
spoken words do duty for me now. I must not venture 
upon dangerously tender ground. I can, however, remain 
master enough of myself to sincerely, if simply, thank one 
and all who have joined in the great honour now done 
me and mine. In addition to that you can well believe 
that the readiness with which Sir George Reid, with 
much more important work on his hands, agreed to carry 
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oat the desire of your Committee, is to me not the least 
gratifying featore in connection with the portrait. It 
may be that some auld lang syne memories prompted 
compliance with the reqaest. We have it written of old 
that before honour is humility ; let me, therefore, ac- 
knowledge how greatly any *' activities " I may have been 
able to manifest in the Musical, Literary, and Official life 
of my native town have been made acceptable and 
successful through the always generous recognition and 
support of like-minded fellow-labourers. Personally, I 
would just ask credit for earnest endeavour and honest 
work. No one can tell where the masterly example of 
Art now before us may, as time speeds on, find place. 
That remains in the hidden future, but the knowledge of 
the feeling which called it forth must ever continue my 
most cherished possession. 

The speech, eloquently delivered, evoked hearty ap- 
plause at many points. 

Professor Cowan, after expressing pleasure at being 
present at the meeting, said he had always found in Mr. 
Carnie a thoroughly devoted public servant, a public- 
spirited citizen, and a warm and sympathetic friend. 
(Applause.) It was more than twenty-five years since 
Mr. Carnie resigned the leadership of the West Church 
psalmody, but he (Professor Cowan) vividly recalled the 
time when he and Mr. Carnie were colleagues. His old 
friend and principal, Dr. Forsyth — who, as the older 
among them were well aware, was not the man to mini- 
mise the importance of the ministry in general, or of the 
pastorate of the West Church in particular — used to say 
that about one-half of the effectiveness of the West Church 
service belonged to the excellent and enthusiastic leader 
of the congregational praise — (applause) — through whom 
that service was surpassed by none, either in the city or 
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in the north of Scotland. A very large amount of this 
arose through the pioneering influence of the Northern 
Psalter, and through the large number of young men 
whom in the West Church were trained to become pre- 
centors all over the north of Scotland. It was within 
the speaker's knowledge to say that in those old days of 
Church patronage Mr. Camie had, he believed, a larger 
amount of patronage among precentorships than the Duke 
of Bucdeuch and the Duke of Argyll in the presentation 
of ministers. (Applause.) The happiest moments per- 
haps of their friend's public life were those five-and- 
twenty years ago when he stood upon an elevated plat- 
form in the Music Hall conducting his Choir of a Thou- 
sand Voices, which gave a stimulus to Church Psalmody 
throughout the north of Scotland. (Applause.) Pro- 
fessor Cowan then referred to the efficiency and enthusi- 
asm with which Mr. Camie discharged his official duties. 

Colonel Allardyce felt very pleased indeed at being 
asked to take part in the proceedings of the afternoon — 
namely, to move a vote of thanks to Dr. "VP^alker for his 
speech in presenting the portrait. This honour had 
doubtless fallen to him (the Colonel) as being Chairman 
of one of the Boards in which Mr. Camie had passed 
such a long period of his life. 

Dr. Walker acknowledged in a sentence. 

Sir William Henderson said — It has given me great 
pleasure to join in this token of admiration to our friend 
Mr. Camie, for during the public work in which I have 
been connected with Mr. Camie, I found him an able and 
diligent and zealous associate, and especially in connec- 
tion with the important time when the extension and 
renovation of our excellent Royal Infirmary was under 
consideration. (Applause.) I rise more especially at this 
time to propose that we send to Sir George Reid an 
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expression of our thanks for the admirable work he has 
given us. It is pleasant to find that the Committee chose 
Sir George Reid to fulfil this important commission — one 
who is a citizen and who has known Mr. Camie all his 
life. And Sir George Reid deserves to be commissioned 
by Aberdonians to paint portraits connected with our 
city as much as possible, because he is a citizen who 
has risen from our midst, and who by his talents and his 
character has reached the highest position that an artist 
can attain in Scotland. (Applause.) I will not detain 
the audience by any further remarks, but read this letter 
which it is proposed to send to Sir George Reid, signed 
by Mr. R. Whyte Mackay, the Chairman of the Committee, 
and Mr. Thomas Jaffrey, Honorary Secretary : — 

Dear Sir George, — We are desired by the Committee 
and Subscribers to convey to you their sincere thanks 
for the excellent portrait of Mr. Camie which you have 
executed on their behalf, and which this day has been 
presented to the Aberdeen Art Gallery. 

Only one opinion prevails as to the supreme merit of 
the picture, which for felicity and perfection of expression 
leaves nothing to be desired, representing, as it does in a 
most remarkable degree, the kindly and familiar features 
of Mr. Camie. The Committee and Subscribers, while 
expressing their grateful thanks to you, for the successful 
accomplishment of their commission, request us to add 
that the portrait will be valued by them as a lasting 
memorial of one whom they have sought to honour, and 
by the citizens generally as a public treasure worthy of 
unstinted admiration. — We are, dear Sir George, yours 
faithfully, 

R. Whyte Mackay. 
Thomas Jaffrey- 
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I hope, Sir 'VP^illiam Henderson added, that yon will ap- 
prove of the letter. It is farther proposed that a rqdica 
of the portrait be presented to Mr. Camie to go down to 
posterity to show how the citizens of Aberdeen honoured 
him and kept him in remembrance. The replica will be 
painted by one who is following in the footsteps of his 
brother, Mr. A. D. Reid, A.R.S.A. I have no doubt you 
will approve of that. (Loud applause.) Let me ask you 
to give a hearty vote of thanks to Sir George Reid. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Sir David Stewart said — ^I am sure this meeting has 
been a source of great gratification to our friend Mr. 
Camie, and the letter which you are sending wiU also be 
a source of great gratification and pleasure to Sir George 
Reid. The gentlemen who have brought us here deserve 
our thanks, and the motion I have to submit to you is 
to remember the Committee to whom you entrusted the 
proceedings from the time you made up your minds to 
publicly acknowledge Mr. Camie's services in this manner. 
The whole matter was remitted to six gentlemen — Mr. 
Whyte Mackay, Colonel Allardyce, Dr. Walker, Mr. A. O. 
Gill, Mr. R. G. Wilson, and Mr. Thomas Jaffrey — and to 
all these gentlemen we are very much indebted indeed. 
I ask you to give them your hearty thanks, especially 
Mr. Whyte Mackay and Mr. Jaffrey. Mr. Jaffrey, I be- 
lieve, will live to have his "activities" recorded also. 
(Hear, hear.) As to Mr. Whyte Mackay, we all know 
that he is such a straightforward, level-headed business 
man that he deserves to be put into a larger amount of 
public work than he has been doing^laughter) — and I 
hope the day is not far distant when we will send Mr. 
Whyte Mackay to do that public work which he is so 
eminently fitted to accomplish. (Applause.) 

Mr. Whyte Mackay said — On behalf of the Committee 



CONCERNING A PORTRAIT 281 

it falls to me to thank you for this expression of your 
appreciation of our labours on this occasion. Onr labours 
have been light ; they have been extremely pleasant, and 
I think you will agree extremely successfuL (Applause.) 
For these results I must join issue with you. You have 
yourselves to thank. When the movement was initiated 
you gave us great encouragement in the first stage, and in 
the second stage you responded to our appeal for funds 
most liberally and amply, and put us in a very comfort- 
able position indeed. Some of us had our doubts about 
the expediency of appealing to the public in connection 
with a scheme of this kind at the time we did owing to 
the numerous demands of a local and national character 
which were then being made, but somehow whenever the 
scheme was mooted it took such legs that it would not be 
stopped. (Laughter and applause.) The chief argument 
used in going forward at the time was that if this testi- 
monial took the shape of a portrait it had better be done 
at once so long as we had Mr. Camie here in the prime 
of life, with the grey hairs not predominant at least, and 
with that twinkle in his eye as bright as ever it was. 
(Applause.) I have to acknowledge publicly the services 
of the honorary secretary, Mr. Jaffrey. When I say our 
labours were light, they were certainly made light by Mr. 
Jaffrey's enthusiasm, his thoroughness in his work, and 
the method with which he carried everything out. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. R. G. Wilson proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Lord Provost for presiding, and the Provost, in reply, 
said it had given him great pleasure to occupy the chair. 
Amid laughter and applause, his Lordship suggested that 
the Committee which had so excellently carried out this 
project might be constituted a permanent Committee to 
look out for prominent citizens to have their portraits 
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painted by the accomplished President of the RoyaJ 
Scottish Academy. The presentation proceeding tlm 
terminated. 

The company were at the close entertained to a 
of cake and wine by Mr. Camie. 
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Bruce, William, M.A., M.D., LL.D., Dingwall. 

Bulloch, J. Malcolm, MJi., 198 Strand, London. 

Butchart, James S., View Park, Deemount Terrace. 

Cadenhead, William, 48 Skene Terrace. 

Carmichael, George, 228 Union Street. 

Cash, Professor J. Theodore, M.D., P.R.S., 25 Dee Street. 

Catto, James, Cliff House, Cults. 

Cavanah, John, 13 Bridge Street. 

Chalmers, D. M. A., M.A., Westbum. 

Chisholm, Rev. Dr., Blairs College. 

Clark, Sir John P., Bart, Tillypronie. 
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^ I Colliei James, Viewbank, Cults. 

Collie, George, Balnagarth, Cults. 
7^ Compton, Edward, London. 

Connon, R. A. D., 18 St. Swithin Street. 

Cook, Charles, Carden House. 

Cooper, Patrick, M.A., Rubislaw Den North. 

Cooper, Robert, 54 Pountsunhall Road. 

Copland, Alexander, 78 Dee Street. 

Cowan, ProfSessor Henry, D.D., 81 College Bounds. 

Craigen, John, 18 Gordondale Road. 

Crombie, John, Danestone. 

Crombie, Peter, L.D.S.R.C.S., 6 Golden Square. 

Crombie, Theodore, 18 Albyn Place. 

Crowe, John, Teacher of Music, Elgin. 

Danson, Rev. James M., M.A., D.D., 19 Bon-Accord Crescent. 

Davidson, Charles B., LL.D., Roundhay, PerryhilL 

Davidson, James, 68 Hamilton Place. 

Dean, Alexander D., 40 North Hanover Street, Glasgow. 

Dean, George, M.A., M.B., CM., The Poplars, Sudbury, Harrow. 

Dean, John R, Rubislaw Den South. 

Diack, Peter, 21 Beechgrove Avenue. 

Doak, Rev. Andrew, M»A., 15 Queen's Road. 

Domton, Chsu*les, Clyde House, Edgbaston. 

Duff, Ex-Baillie Archibald, Annfleld. 

Duffus, Alexander, 95 Pountsunhall Road. 

Duguid, Peter, Bourtie, Oldmeldrum. 

Duncan, James W., 28 Ashley Road. 

Duncan, John, Zetland House, King Street. 

Dunn, William, Murtle House. 

Duthie, Robert W., 17 Devonshire Road. 

Bdmond, John, 6 Albyn Place. 

Bdmond, George M., M.A., M.D., CM., 11 Golden Square. 

Edwards, Baillie John, 70 Carden Place. 

England, George, 18 Carden Place. 

Esslemont, George B., 28 Gladstone Place. 

Parquharson, Ex-Baillie Peter, 8 Albyn Place. 

Pindlay, John B., 9 Summer Street 

Pindlay, J. R., 8 Rothesay Terrace, Edinburgh. 

Pleming, John, Richmond Hill House. 

Plockhart, John C, Abbothall Villa, Cults. 

Potheringham, Thomas, 96 Pountainhall Road. 

Praser, Misses, 58 Bon- Accord Street. 

Praser, Angus, M.A., M.D., CM., 232 Union Street. 

PyfSe, John, Beechgrove House. 

Pyf^, W. Coutts, Westminster Pire Office, London. 
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Garden, Robert J., M.D.. C.AL, 15 Ooldeo Square. 

Oibeon, Robert H^ 87 Bcechgrove Terrace. 

Oill, Alexander O., PairBekL 

Gordon, Jobn, M.D., CM., 421 Union Street. 

Gordon, John, Town and Coonty Bank, Banchory. 

Grant, J. Lyall, 11 Albyn Terrace. 

Grant, Robert, Cromdale Houae, Weetbom Road. 

Gray, Rev. Andrew, M.A., Aboyne. 

Gray, William, Bowdoin, Cheahire. 

Greig, John K., 80 Albert Terrace. 

Hall, Harvey, 8 Bon-Accord Creaeent. 

Harper, John, Jtin., Heathpark, Marycalter. 

Hay, Jamea, 81 Albyn Place. 

Hay, WiUiamJSUangowan, Alfford. 

Henderaon, Sir William, LL.D., Oenmha Houae. 

Hunter, James, 178 King Street. 

Hutcheaon, George, 56 Garden Place. 

Imlay, Hugh, 11 Forest Road. 
Ingram, Alexander M., 46 Poreat Road. 

Jackson, Henry, M.D., 19 Golden Square. 

Jackson, William, Thomgrove, Manno6eld. 

Jeffrey, Thomas, 100 Pountainhall Road. 

Jamieson, Patrick, M.A., M.D., Peterhead. 

Johnston, Mrs., Overton, Auchnagatt. 

Johnston, Miss, Overton, Auchnagatt. 

Johnston, Brigade-Surgeon Lieut.-Colonel, M.A., M.D., Newton-Dee. 

Johnston, James, Postcltffe, Peterculter. 

Keith, Alexander, Cairnaquhecn. 
Kelly, William, Rubislaw Den North. 
Kinghom, Bx-Baillie James, 4 Queen's Road. 
Kyd, Thomas, 74 Queen's Road. 

Laing, Mrs. and Miss, 111 Leslie Terrace. 
LAwrence, Calder M., 03 Blenheim Place. 
Leask, A. R. D., M.A., 64 Union Grove. 
Ledingham, Alexander, 40 Garden Place. 
Ledingham, John, Rose Lea, Beechgrove Terrace, 
Lindsay, Ex-Baillie, Roslyn House, Coatbridge. 
Lindsay, W. & W., 80 Market Street. 
Littlejohn, David, 9 Rubislaw Terrace. 
Lorimer, James, 88 Belvidere Street. 
Lumsden, Miss Rachel Prances, Glenbogie. 
Lyon, Baillie Alexander, 62 Garden Place. 
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M*Bain, George, Jun., 14 St. Swithin Street. 

M*Bain, John, 312 Great Western Road. 

M*Donald, William Y., 165 Crown Street 

Macfarlane, Alexander, Keith Bank, Stonehaven. 

M*Hardy, David, Cranford. 

M*Kinnon, Lauchlan, Jun., M.A., 261 Union Street. 

Macbeth, James, 10 Queen's Gardens. 

Macdonald, Mrs., Kepplestone. 

Macdonsdd, Bx-Desm of Guild David, South Constitution Street. 

Mackay, Alexander, 256 Great Western Road. 

Mackay, R. Whyte, SO Albyn Place. 

Mackinnon, Lachlan, Yost., M.A., 8 Queen's Road. 

Mackie, Brigade-Surgeon David, M.A., M.D., 89 Crown Street. 

Maitland, Adam, 80 Pountainhall Road. 

Marr, Alexander, 23 Garden Place. 

Marr, J., Wood & Co., 183 Union Street. 

Matthews, James, LL.D., Springhill. 

Meams, Lord Provost Daniel, 357 Great Western Road. 

Merson, Alexander B., 27 Dee Street. 

Milligan, David M. M., M.A., Migvie House, 23 North Silver Street. 

Milne, George, 27 Victoria Street. 

Milne, John, 1 Bast Craibstone Street. 

Milne, WilUam, 40 Albyn Place. 

Mitchell, David, Albyn Place. 

Mitchell, William, Blmbank, Kittybrewster. 

Moffatt, William, 7 Queen's Gardens. 

Moir, James, M.A., LL.D., 62 Hamilton Place. 

Morgan, John, 50 Queen's Road. 

Morrison, Chsu*les, 160 Bon-Accord Street. 

Morton, David, 289 Great Western Road. 

Munro, Alexander M., 26 Desswood Place. 

Murison, William, 34 Forest Road. 

Murray, George, 81 Pountainhall Road. 

Murray, Ex-Baillie James, 17 Balmoral Place. 

Murray, James, Glenbumie Park. 

Ogilvie, Thomas, 2 Westflekl Terrace. 
Ogston, James, Norwood, Cults. 

Paul, Miss, 7 St. Swithin Street. 

Peter, Rev. George, M.A., Manse, Kemnay. 

Philip, Johnston, Broom Lodge, Port Blphinstone. 

Pirie, A. Charles, Craibstone House. 

Play&ir, Charles, Bon-Accord, Acock's Green, Birmingham. 

Porter, Alexander R., The Laurels, Liverpool. 

Pressly, David, 40 Devonshire Road. 

Pyper, WilUam, HiUhead, Pitfbdels. 
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Ramtajr, Alexander, LUD., BarUhill, Banff. 

Raid, Miaa, Imperial Hotet 

Rdd, Ben., & Co.. Guild Street. 

Reid, Oeoqse, 82 St. Swithin Street. 

Reid, Nathaniel, Pechil, EUon. 

Reid, Robert S., Trinidad. 

Reid, Waiter A., 88 Pounuintiall Road. 

Reid, WiUiam, M.D., Uoch Head, Westbum Road. 

Rennie, Alexander, 30 Aahley Road. 

Resin, George M., Primroee Hill, Old Aberdeen. 

Riddell, WUliam J., 5 Forest Road. 

Robertson, David, Daviot Branch Asylum. 

Robertson, John G., 8 Bldon Terrace, Great Western Road. 

Ross, James, 4 Rubislaw Place. 

Ross, James A., 230 Union Grove. 

Ross, Rev. Robert, M.A., The Manse, Cruden. 

Saint, Mrs. James, Paris. 

Saint, James, 42 Garden Place. 

Scott, WiUiam, BeUenden, Milltimber. 

Sinclair, David, Loirston. 

Skea, William, 269 Great Western Road. 

Smith, David, 20 Garden Place. 

Smith, Rev. Professor G. Adam, LL.D., Glasgow. 

Smith, Isaac P., 72 Queen's Road. 

Smith, Rev. James, M.A., B.D., 8 Skene Place. 

Smith, John Rae, King's Acre, Beechgrove Terrace. 

Smith, WiUiam, 14 Albyn Place. 

Souper, Hugh R., 21 Beechgrove Terrace. 

Spence, James, 23 Rubislaw Terrace. 

Stewart, Sir David, LL.D., Banchory House. 

Stewart, John, 264 Gloucester Terrace, Hyde Park, London. 

Stronach, Alexander, Yost., 16 Salisbury Terrace. 

Stuart, John S., 171 Crown Street. 

Taggart, BaiUie James, 382 Great Western Road. 

Taylor, Miss, Morkeu House. 

Taylor, David, 360 Great Western Road. 

Taylor, William L., Peterhead. 

Tearle, Osmond, London. 

Terry, Bdward, London. 

Thomson, George L., 2 Bon-Acoord Crescent. 

Thomson, Mr. and Mrs. John, Brackenhill, Murtle. 

Thomson, John, 66 Westburn Road. 

Thomson, Rev. Robert, M.A., 42 Queen's Road. 

Thomson, R. Whyte, 108 Hamilton Place. 
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Usher, Charles H., B.A., M.B., B.C. (Cantab.), 3 Bon-Accord Square. 

Walker, Alexander, LL.D., 64 Hamilton Place. 

Walker, Bx-Baillie George, 62 Victoria Street. 

Walker, George J., Hillside House, Portlethen. 

Walker, Dean of Guild James, 87 Crown Street. 

Watson, James, M.A., 40 Buckingham Terrace, Edinburgh. 

Watt, William, 17 Queen*s Road. 

Webster, Alexander, Bdgehill, Peterculter. 

Webster, William P., 5 Chanonry, Old Aberdeen. 

Whyte, Geoi^e G., 4 Carden Terrace. 

Wilken, George, Waterside, Alford. 

WiU, J. C. Ogilvie, M.D., CM., 379 Union Street. 

Williams, James, 39 Albyn Place. 

Williamson, John, RockviUe, Muchalls. 

Wilson, Alexander, Rubislaw Den South. 

Wilson, Alexander H., 2 Albyn Terrace. 

Wilson, Alexander R., 44 Marischal Street. 

Wilson, Robert O., 12 Belgrave Terrace. 

W]rnes8, Alexander, 110 Westburn Road. 

Wyness, James D., M.D., CM., 349 Union Street. 

Yeats, William, M.A., Beaconhill, Murtle. 
Younie, Hugh, 20 Rupert Street, Glasgow. 

R. WHYTB MACKAY, ChairmoH of CommitUi. 
THOMAS JAPPREY, Hon. Secntary and Tnasurer. 
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Abel, James, baker, 38, 86, 142, 
183. 

— Rev. John, Porgue, 16. 
Aberdeen, amateur concert in aid 

of dispensary, 51. 
~ Boating Club, 70, 159. 

— Burns Club, 227 to 238. 

— Cemetery Company, 94. 

— "characters" disappearing, 

272. 

— Choral Union, 15, 87, 180, 192, 

257. 

— City Hospital, 113. 
Land Association, 139, 152, 

157, 158, 206. 
police force and lighting of 

street lamps, 182. 
-— Coursing Club, 98, IIZ 

— Crown St. Post Office, 201. 

— District Tramways, 32, 68, 126, 

140, 150, 203. 

— Earl of, 127. 

— " Fifty years ago," by Mr. 

Rettie, 233. 

— Grammar School, 143. 

— Harbour Commissioners have 

surplus, 143, 190. 

— Herald, purchase of, by Pre4 

Press, 207, 249. 

— Homoeopathic Dispensary, 194. 

— Jute Company, 94. 

— Market Cross, history of, 40. 

— Music Hall Company, 146, 196. 

— New Court House opened, 54. 

— newspapers, chan^^es in, 46. 

— North Pier extension, 130, 193. 

— old Theatre Royal and the 

Ryder family, 71, 146. 

— Parliamentarv election, 1857, 

result of poll, 64. 

— police force, strength of, 125. 

— population of, in 1874, 118. 

— proposed new theatre and 

opera house, 47, 55, 56. 



Aberdeen Proprietors' Protection 
Society, 147. 

— Public Analyst, proposal for, 
204. 

— Public Libraries Act, 57. 

— regatta, the annual, 71, 128, 

— Rifles, camp at Dyce, 126, 158. 

— Royal Infirmary. 97, 98, 112, 
148, 151. 

Lunatic Asylum, 148. 

— School Board properties, value 
of, 180. 

— Sculpture Hall, opening of, 198. 

— Sunday cars question, 51. 

— Town Council, 1, 4, 11, 13, 17, 
29, 31, 34, 37, 38, 46. 50, 57, 

79.86, 110, 112, 113, 117, 130, 
138, 142, 144, 149, 154, 156, 
158, 170, 183, 186, 264. 

— Town and County Bank, new 
shares, 62. 

— United Trades' Council, 31. 

— University Lord Rectorship, 8, 

39.87, 119, 122,186. 
Press, the, 61. 

— Wapinschaw, the, 13, 23, 68, 
104, 163. 

Abemethy, James, engineer, 17. 
Aboyne dastle, f^es, 35. 
Adair, P., " Doctor," 12. 
Adam, Alexander, convener Trades 
Incorporation, 119. 

— James, editor, 240, 249, 253, 261. 

— Thomas, banker, 157. 
Adams, Mrs., Bamet succession 

case, 18. 
Adamson, J. A., 238. 
~ H. D., Balquham, Alford, 93. 

— Jack, cricketer, 21. 
Adlington, Mr., organist, 187. 
Advocates' Society, 58, 139. 
Aiken, James, jr., shipowner, 138, 

142, 158, 170. 
(289) 19 
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Ainslie, Douglas, of Delgaty, 189. 
"A Lay of the Latteron," 146. 
Albert Memorial Hall, Ballater, 

175. 
Alexander, Willisun, LL.D., editor, 

Fru Press, 63, 73, 156, 158, 

191, 235, 289, 240, 241, 242, 

259,272. 
Allan, W., convener Incorporated 

Trades, 7. 
Allardyce, Colonel, 248, 278, 280. 
Amsdgamation of Town Council and 

Police Board, composition of 

new council, 38. 
Anderson, Sir Alexander, 17, 85, 

139, 157. 210, 249, 254, 264. 

— Drive, 139. 

— John Henry, "Wizard of the 

North," 120, 270. 

— J. H., cricketer. 104. 

— Thomas Edge, 229. 

— William, precentor, 167. 
Angus, Dr. George, 52. 

— John, town clerk, 38, 156, 162, 

186, 187, 201, 264. 
Annand, Provost John, Inverurie, 

29. 
Asher, Alexander, K.C., LL.D., 

M.P., 149. 

— James, merchant, 119. 

Bain, Professor Alexander, 95, 96, 

190, 202, 232. 
Baird, Alexander, of Ury, 86, 133. 

— James, of Auchmedden, 105. 

— WiUiam, of Blie, 75. 
Baker, Henry, musician, 179. 
Balfour, Sir George, K.C.B., 86, 117. 
Balgownie Golf Lmks, 77. 

Balfot Act, first operations of, 82, 

86. 
Banchory-Ternan, new Town Hall, 

91. 
Banks, Miss, vocalist, 192. 
Bannatyne, Rev. Mr., 144. 
Bannerman, E. M., cricketer, 166. 
Barclay, Captain, of Ury, 91. 

— J. W., 1, 17, 39, 63, 65, 85, 87, 

118, 175. 

— Rev. J., 67. 

Bamet succession case; Lord 
Gifford's decision, 18. 

— A., Kemnay, 18. 

— James, of Pitfodels, 18. 
Barracks, extension of, 117, 164. 
Barrett, Wilson, actor, 268. 
Bcattie, P. A., land surveyor, 55. 
Bcgg, Sheriff Henderson, 149. 



Bell, Rev. John Peden, death d, 

164. 
Bell, and petty customs, 158. 
** Bell o' Boggendreep," A Deeside 

name ditty, 211. 
Bennet, James Gordon, N, F. 

Hirald, 61. 
Berry, James, manuCacturer, 14. 
Best, Dr. Alexander Vans, death 

ot 153. 

— Thomas, banker, 154. 
Beveridge, Dr. Robert, R.W.G.&U 

34, 91, 163, 235. 
Billiards, great game, Roberts «. 

Cook, 100. 
Bimie, John, 55. 

— J. B. L., advocate, 186. 
Bisset, Rev. Dr., Bourtie, 18, 73. 
Black, Professor John, 95, 147, 190, 

195. 
Blackball, James, clothier, 4. 
" Black Rain" at Slains, 188. 
Biaikie, Provost James, 54, 56, 25i 

— Professor, 263. 

— Sir Thomas, 254. 
" Bon-Accord," 224. 

Booth, Edwin, actor, 268, 270. 
Bothwell, Dean of Guild George, 

263. 
Boyle, Captain, 75. 
Braemar gathering, notable Indian 

visitors, 75, 168. 

— and Balmoral Railway, 183. 
Braham, John, tenor, 269. 

Brand, Alexander, C.A., death of, 

204. 
Brebner, Rev. Wm., Porgue, 72. 

— James, advocate, death of, 128. 

— Rev. William, 191. 

Brechin, Councillor Henry, 38, 86, 
142. 

— W. M., 238. 
Bridge of Don fund, 201. 

British Association, meeting in 

Aberdeen, 59. 
Broadford Works, great fire at, 

153. 

— procession of workers, 8, 118. 
Brooie, William, sculptor, 275. 
Brooke, Gustavus, actor, 268. 
Brooks, Sir WiUiam, Glentana, 24. 

42. 
Broomfleld, W. R., author of *■ St. 

Hilda," 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 

223, 257. 
Brough, Robert, artist, death of, 

176. 

— Miss, actress, 53. 
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Brown, Dr. David, principal P. C. 

CoUege, 203. 
Brown Dr. Dyce, 194. 

— Dr. George G., »7. 

— Councillor George, 17. 

— Baillie John, of Redhall, 216. 

— Robert J., professor of Greek, 

87. 
Bruce, Dr. John Mitchell, 163. 

— Rev. Mr. Portlethen, 153. 

— CounciUor WUliam, 25, 38, 82, 

86, 142. 
Brunton, Miss, actress, 53. 
Bryce, James, M.P., 226. 
Buchanan, William, poet, 90. 
" Burkin Hoose,'* the, 265. 
Burr, Dr. James, 121, 206. 
Bumess, Alexander, of Mastrick, 25, 

26. 
Burnett, A. G., of Kemnay, 168. 

— of Kinaldie Fund, re-arrange- 

ment of, 152. 

— Lieut. W. K«, advocate, 124. 

— Rev. Thomas, Daviot, death of, 

135. 

Cadbnhbad, William, 58, 160, 170, 
183, 229 ; ode on Burns« 287, 
248. 

Caird, Rev. Principal, 164. 

Calder, Rev. John, Old Machar, 
177. 

Campbell, Rev. George, 82, 83. 

— Principal of University, 122. 
CargiU. Rev. T. S., 177. 

CarWle, Thomas, in Aberdeen, 

25. 
Carnegie, Charles, chief constable, 

181. 

— William and Alexander, 156. 
Camie, William, 36, 37, 72, 109, 

132, 145, 168, 160, 209, 2i0, 
227, 229, 248, 249, 252, 257, 
277, 281 ; list of subscribers 
to portrait, 282 to 287. 

Carruthers, R., journalist, 261. 

Cassie, James, artist, 157, 274. 

"Caste" at the old Marischal St. 
Theatre, 53. 

Cathcart, <* Jemmy," actor. 48. 

Cattanach, Donald, 141. 

Catto, Robert, of Wallfleld, 59, 
157. 

Cay, William Dyce, engineer, 93, 
193. 

Ceylon Dinner, the, 172. 

Chalmers, J. G., publisher, 157. 

— James, printer, 32. 



Channel Fleet at Aberdeen, 128, 
129. 

Chapel of Garioch church vacancy, 
106. 

Charles, Corporal, Fyvie, 68. 

Charteris, Rev. Dr., 160. 

Chetwynd, Hon. Mrs., 51. 

Chicago, great fire at, help from 
Aberdeen, 43. 

Chippendale, Mr. and Mrs., 187, 
197. 

Chivas, Alexander, banker, 44. 

Cholera, apprehensions of, pro- 
pose hospital, 28. 

Christie, Rev. John, Kildrummy, 
76. 

— Peter, Glasgow, and the 

Aberdeen Harbour Commis- 
sioners, 120. 

Church of Scotland, gift of £500,000 
by Mr. Baird, Auchmedden, 
105. 

City census taken (pop. 88,125), 19. 

— of Glasgow Bank failure, 4. 
Clark, John Moir, merchant, 32. 

— Sir John, of Tillypronie, 63. 

— John, advocate, trustees of, 

199. 

— Lord Rutherfurd, 149. 

— William, ironmonger, 44. 

— William, inspector of poor, 193. 
Clayes, M. De, teacher, 180. 
Clements, Frank, actor, 203. 
Clyne, Arthur, architect, sugges- 
tions for laying out lands of 
Torry, 158. 

— Norval, 139. 
Cochran, Francis, 257. 

— James, Little Haddo, 93. 
Coghlan, Miss, actress, 146. 
Collie, Duncan, 229. 

— A. & W., case of, 165. 

— George, advocate, 124. 

— George, warehouseman, 1 12. 
CoUinson, Baillie, 59. 

Colston, Alexander, precentor, 145. 

''Concerning a portrait,*' news- 
paper extracts, 248. 

Connoa, William, merchant, death 
of, 30. 

Cook, Alexander, jr., 93, 173, 183. 

Cooper, P., advocate, 29, 38, 51, 62, 
86, 148. 

— Robert, precentor, 37, 51, 72, 

229. 
Cottier, Mr., London, 126. 
Couper, J. Cardno, of Craigie- 

buckler, 32. 
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Cowan, Rev. H., 12, 49, 160, 277, 
27a 

— Lord. 55. 

Cowie, BUpet, trial of, 27. 
Cozon, G. H., cricketer, 166. 
Craig, James, actor, 133. 
Craigmyle, laird of, 91. 
Cran, Peter, city chamberlain, 41. 

— Peter, Ballater, 67. 
Crane, adjutant, 23, 104. 
Crathie choir at Balmoral Castle, 

60. 

Cravie, Rev. G. M., 195. 

Crawford and Balcsures, Earl of, 
194. 

Creswick, Mr., actor, 178. 

Cricket, interesting matches, 21, 66, 
104, 107, 110, 123, 125, 158, 
161, 164, 165, 166, 170. 

Crombie, James, Grandholm, 157. 

— James, commission agent, 190. 

— W. A., cricketer, 66. 

— Theodore, 249. 
Crowe, John, precentor, 16. 
Cruden, Colonel George, 43. 

— Ensign, 21. 

Cruickshank, Dr. John, professor of 

mathematics, 185. 
Crunnell, G. A., 172. 
Cunningham, Peter, critic, 274. 
Curwen's Tonic Sol-fa Reporter, 76, 

132. 
Cushny, Rev. Mr., Huntly, 72. 

— Rev. Dr., minister of Rayne, 

death of, 125. 

Dalryhplb, Chas. E., of Kinnellar 

Lodge, 105. 
Daniel, William, 38, 86, 136. 
Davidson, Alexander, of Desswood. 

94. 

— Alexander Dyce, death of, 54. 

— George, bookseller, 58. 

— Rev. W. L., Bourtie, 107. 

— Professor W. L., 40. 

— Patrick, of Inchmarlo, 200. 

— Thomas, Ternan, 91. 

— William, 229. 
Dawson, Colonel, 104, 126. 

— G. C, organist, 177. 

— Private, Inverurie, wins 

Queen *s Cup, 104. 
Deans, Lieutenant, 75. 
Deeside Hydropathic, 18. 

— Mining Company, Ltd., 128. 
Denburn, condition of, 28, 78. 
Dewar, Rev. Thomas, death of, 

101. 



Dickson, Dr., Brechin, 174. 
Dillon, Charles, actor, 93, 268. 
Dinnet Church, fbandation stooe 

laid by Marchioness of 

Huntly, 155. 
EMsroption of 1843, 54, 71, 265. 
Disraeli, Befgamin, 118, 134. 
Donald, George, 82, 86, 131, 142, 

186. 
Donaldson, Robert, of Roar bank, 

151. 
Douglas, Thomas, of Airy Hall, 

32. 
Duff, Archibakl, 177, 238. 

— Mountstuart Griemt, 87. 

— Mr. of Haddo, 113. 

Duffus, Alexander, 17, 82, 136, 138. 

Duke of Edinburgh at Aboyoe 
Castle, 35; marriage rejoic- 
inn in Aberdeen, 113, 118, 

Duke of SutkifUmd, steamer, lost, 

16 drowned, 265. 
Dunbar, A. R., 104. 
Duncan, Charles, law agent, 107. 

— Douglass, 75, 104, 141. 

— Rev. James, Keith, 102. 
^ John, 140. 

— John, advocate, 140. 

— J. W., 238, 24a 
Dunsmure, R, cricketer, 67. 
Durand, Charles, actor, 167. 
Duthie, John, shipbuilder, pro- 

prieter of Caimbulg, 48, 187. 

— Robert, 229. 
Dyce, Dr. Robert, 261. 

— WiUiam, artist, 126. 

Dykes, Rev. John B., composer. 



East Church, destruction of, by 
fire, 136, 137. 

— steeple and peal of bells, 137. 

— Aberdeenshire election, 189; 

expenses of, 201. 
Eddie, James, 190. 

— Robert, brewer, 48. 
Edinburgh Theatre Royal, buminfir 

of, 146. 

Edmund, Alexander, advocate, 157. 

Education Bill (Scottish), the, 13. 

Elphinstone, Sir James, 55, 106. 

Ely, Marchioness of, 182. 

Empress Eugenie at Btdmoral, 92. 

Enfield Rifle Club, members still 
living, 21. 

Erastianism in the Church of Scot- 
land, 144. 
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Bsslemont, Provost Peter, 17, 98, 
47, 57, 79, 82, 86, 142, 143, 
156, 158, 167, 171, 183, 209, 
210. 

Bwan, Piper Charles, Glentana, 42. 

Exchange St. Hall, laying founda- 
tion stone, 34. 

Bxecutions in Aberdeen, Christie 
and Booth, 267. 

Bztraordinsu*y wind smd rain storm, 
78. 

Pabrini, Signor, tenor, 192. 
" Factory Lassie's Sang," 159. 
Pairbaim, Rev. A. M., 76. 
Palconer, Bmmaline, actress, 133. 
Paraday, Michael, 59. 
Psu^iuhsu*, James, 229, 281. 
Psu^iuharson, J. R., of Invercauld, 

208. 
Perguson, Rev. Fergus, 76. 

— John, advocate, 55. 

— W. B., G.N. of S.R., 78, 91. 
Ferry boat calamity on the Dee, 

32 persons drowned, 205; 
fund promoted by Town 
Council, 205 ; government 
inquiry by Capt. Hsuris, 

Fiddes, Dr.' David, 63. 
Fife, Lord, 153. 

— Barl and Countess of, 267. 
Fildes, Horace, 21. 

Fine Art Exhibition, 105. 

Pindlater, Dr., 190. 

Findlay, Councillor William, 38, 86, 
138, 142. 

First locomotive engine in Aber- 
deen, 266. 

Fishery Board's report on trawling, 
216, 217. 

Fleming, Provost John, 40, 209. 

Fletcher, Robert, accountant, IZ 

Football, "Association," 79. 
~ Rugby, 43, 79. 18'. 

Forbes, Alexander, warehouseman, 
" Morkeu," 114. 

— Baillie James, 1, 263. 

— James, Peterhead, artist, 81. 

— C. D., cricketer, 66. 

— Lord, 69, 194. 

— Sir William, of Craigievar, 55, 

126, 131, 164, 194. 

— Sir William, of Fintray, 51. 
Pordyce, Dingwall, of Brucklay, 

117, 188. 

— Mrs. Dingwall, 133. 
Porster, W. B., M.P., 186. 



Forsyth, Rev. Dr. James, West 
Parish, 52, 106, 123, 277. 

— Captain, James, M.A., death of, 

20. 

— William, editor smd poet, 36, 95, 

237, 26Z 
Fraser, Angus, merchant, death of, 
174. 

— Colonel Charles Mackenzie, of 

Castle Fraser, 13. 

— David Carter, advocate, 175. 

— George, cricketer, 66, 158, 166. 

— Baillie John, 62, 86. 
Prater, James, 162. 

Free Church Training College 

opened, 147. 
Freemasons, ancient order of, 34. 
Funeral of John Brown, Crathie, 
Queen attends it, 182. 

Gardner, Mrs., music teacher, 51. 

Gas works, purchase of, by corpora- 
tion, 17. 

Gauld, C. S.. cricketer, 123. 

Gauntlett, Dr. John, composer, 202. 

Gerrard, Alexander, teacher, 8, 
150. 

Gibb, W., cricketer, 21. 66, 104. 

Gibbon, Rev. Dr. Charles, Lonmay, 

Gibson, James R., actor, 80, 98, 99, 

203. 
~ Milne, 238. 

Giles, James, RS.A., 78, 274. 
Gill, A. O., 248, 250, 251, 280. 
Gillan, Rev. Dr., Alford, 16. 
Gillies, Archibald, editor, 259. 
Gladstone, Rt. Hon. W. B., 31, 117, 

118. 
Oltgg, Robert, ironmonger, 38. 
Glennie, Private W., 21. 
Golf, revival of, in Aberdeen, 77, 

133. 
Gomersal, William, actor, 80, 133, 

141, 167. 
Good Templars, Shaksepeare Lodge, 

53. 
Gordon, Alexander, London, 175. 

— General A. H., 189, 201. 

— Charles, cooper, Green, 48. 

— Lord Douglas, 208. 

— George, gas manager, awarded 

£2,000 for loss of salary, 17. 

— Hudson, 128. 

— John, of Murtle, trustees of, 

150. 

— Captain, City Rifles, 24. 

— Colonel, of Pyvie, 23. 



294 



INDEX 



Gordon William, merchant, 82, 142. 1 

— William, city chamberlain, 86, 1 

162. 

— Colonel Wolrige, of Bnlemoot, | 

127. I 

Gordon's Hospital, 167; boys 

march, 6. 
Gough, John, American temperance 

lecturer, 270. 
Gourley, Walter, golfer, 77. 
Grace, W. G., cricketer, 67, 107. 
Grac4 Darling barque, wrecked on 

Rattray head, 14 lives lost, 

121. 
Graham, Baillie WtUiam, 38, 82, 86, 

142, 147. 
Grand pyrotechnic display, 8. 
Grant, David, 229, 280. 

— George, 148. 

— J. Lyall, 248. 
Gray, Rev. Charles, 19. 

— Councillor John, 24, S8. 

— John, Q. C, his connection with 

the Tichbome case, 19. 

— Rev. Robert. 253. 

— Robert, advocate, 139. 

— Roderick, Peterhead, leaves 

legacy to Royal Infirmary 
£10,000, 81, 82. 

Great North of Scotland Railway, 
statement of revenue, 78, 177 ; 
bill for amalgamation with 
Aboyne and Braemar rail- 
way, 200. 

Great storm of 1876, 143. 

Greig, Rev. William, Rayne, 139. 

Grossmith, George, lecturer, 104. 

Groves, ** Charley," actor, 122. 

*' Guid auld kirk o* Scotland," sung 
by G. Murray, editor, 262. 

Guildry questions, 11, 79, 112. 

Gull, Dr. William, 45. 

Guthrie, Rev. Dr. Thomas, death 
of, 93. 

Guyon, Mons. Leon, professor of 
music, 180, 192. 

Haddbn, Provost, 265. 

Haigh, Henry, tenor, 269. 

Hall, Harvev, advocate, 146, 248. 

Halld, Charles, musician, 100. 

Hanson, Hardgraves, student, 121. 

Hare, John, actor, 122. 

Harmonic Choir, the old pro- 
gramme, 243 to 247, 256. 

Harper, Councillor John, oifiers to 
throw wire bridge across the 
Dee to Torry, 24. 



Hartinjrton, Marquis of, bcoomM 

Premier, 144. 
Ha wksha w ft Abemethy, cagioccn, 

193. 
Hay, Sir Andrew Leitb, 113. 

— Captain Leith, 93. 

— James, pf the Athenaeuoi, 20Ql 
Haydn Society, 179. 
Haynes, Ueut. Clark, R.N., 5i 
Hector, Thomas, 96. 
Henderson, Sir William, 96, 190, 

209, 248, 278, 28a 

— Baillie William, 70. 
Herakl, Rev. W. D., 131. 
Highland and Agricukure Society. 

apply for use of Links, 206. 
Highlanders, 93rd Sutherland, leave 

for Edinburgh, 2%; band of, 21 
Hope, George, " Ftotonbams," 189, 

201. 
Horn, James, ol Pitmeddeo, death 

of, 119. 
Hornby, Admiral, 129. 
Horse racing on Aberdeen Links, 

123, 131, 173. 
Hunter, W. A., M.P., 226. 
HunUy, Marquis of, 35, 87, 128, 17S. 

— Marchioness of, 35, 155, 175. 
Hutcheson, Geoive, com merchant, 

38, 86, 142. 
Hutcheon, John, Turriff, 55. 
Huxley, Profiessor Thomas Henry, 

87, U'2. 174. 

Important surgical operation, in- 
cident at, 5. 

" Independence *' question in Free 
Church, 144. 

Infirmary Sunday, 96. 

Innes, Cosmo, death of, 126. 

— Robert, artist, 141. 

— Colonel Thomas, of Leamey, 

106, 201, 208. 
Invercannie waterworks opened by 

the Queen, 266. 
Irish University Bill, 101. 
Irvin* Herald on Aberdeen Bums 

Club, 233. 
Irving, Henry, actor, 268. 

Jackson, Colonel, 197. 

— J. S., 238. 

Jaffrey, Thomas, 238, 248, 279, 280. 
Jamesone, George, artist, 126. 
Jamieson, Andrew (Lord Ardwell), 
27. 

— Frank, cricketer, 104. 
~> Rev. George, 153. 
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Jamieson, Provost George, 142, 143, 
144, 152, 158, 164, 186, 203, 209. 

— George, of Drumgarth, 32, 140, 

144. 

— George, merchant, 82, 86. 

— John, merchant, 26. 

— William, jeweller, 47. 

— Miss, addresses the licensing 

magistrates, 166. 
Jenner, Sir William, 45. 
Jervise, Andrew, the Meams anti- 

quarv, 2. 
Johnston, D., physician, 38, 86, 142. 

— J. , cricketer, 67. 

— Miss, actress, 178. 

Jopp, Lieutenant-Colonel, 57, 104. 
Jordan, George, actor, 60. 
Journalism (north country) in the 

late forties, 259. 
Justice, James, bandmaster, 51, 192. 
Juvenile musical competitions, 108. 

Kban, Charles, actor, 268. 

— Corporal John, 57. 

Keay, Rev. William, Woodside, 76. 

Keir, James, 149. 

Keith, A. C, cricketer, 21, 66, 104. 

— John (of Pratt & Keith), mer- 

chant, 9, 17, 162. 

— Dr. William, 4, 5, 6. 
KeUy, William, 248. 
Kepplestone estate acquired by Mr. 

Alexander Macdonald, 179. 

— art treasures of, 180. 

Kerr, Dr. John, H.M. inspector of 

schools, 195. 
Kidd, Patrick, schoolmaster and 

precentor, 60. 

— Tom, golfer, 77, 133. 
Kilgour, Dr. Alexander, of Loirston, 

119,263. 
Killing house at Wales Street, 19. 
Kinca[rdineshire, first election under 

the ballot act, 86. 
King, George, bookseller, 61. 

— J., cricketer, 67, 108. 
Kinghorn, Bx-baillie, 248. 
Kinioch, the Misses, of Park, 51. 
Kin tore, Barl of, 153. 

Kirby, John, organist, old West 

Church, 37. 
Krishnama, P. Vencalu, Indian 

merchant, 75. 

Ladies protest against licences, 156. 

**La Gloria," picture by Phillips, 
£5,000 paid for, by Scottish 
National Gallery, 274. 



Laidlaw, Rev. John, 62. 

Laing, Alick, conductor of Choral 

Union, 51, 72, 106, 238. 
Landwyan, A., pianist, 15. 
Lang, Rev. Gavm, 160. 
Latter, Richard, conductor of 

Choral Union, 15, 257. 
Launch of the Schombirg^ 268. 
Layard, Henry (Nineveh explorer), 

266. 
Leask, Rev. John, Old Machar, 150, 

164. 
Legge, Rev. James, Grammar 

School, 62. 

— John, assistant city surveyor, 

62. 
Leith, John Parley, barrister, 63, 
64, 111, 117, 181. 

— Major, of Westhall, 127. 
** Lemon Tree " hotel, 74. 

Leslie, Lord Provost, 2, 7, 11, 17, 
30, 31, 35, 36, 46, 57, 63, 75, 
78, 85, 86, 94, 105. HI, 118, 
121, 129, 130, 131, 135, 177. 

— J., Dean, Z 

— Hugh Praser, of Powis, 101. 

— John Grant, Sheriff clerk de- 

pute, death of, 137. 

Lind, Jenny, "Swedish Nightin- 
gale,'^ 209. 

Litster, William, Tonic Sol-Pa Col- 
lege, 132. 

Littlejohn, David, advocate, 194. 

" Live and Let Live," verses, 
69. 

Local divorce case in Court of 
Session, amusing corre- 
spondence, 22, 23. 

Lucas, Miss, organist, 160. 

Lumphanan Church vacancy, 131. 

Lumsden, Rachel Prances, of Glen- 
bogie, 151. 

— Rev. Principal, 2, 95, 96, 144, 

147, 181. 

— James Porbes, advocate, 47. 

— J. P., cricketer, 21, 66, 67, 104, 

107, 161, 166. 

— Robert, banker, 157. 

— Colonel Thomas, of Belhelvie, 

141. 

Macallan, Councillor, 259. 
Macdonald, Alexander, of Kepple- 
stone, 126, 179. 
~ Archibald, 113. 

— Councillor David, 58, 59, 86, 

120, 138, 142, 158, 167. 
Macbray, A. C. A., 51, 202. 
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Maclcay, ft Wbyte, 189. 248, S7», VO. 
Mackcnsie. MarBliall. ft Soo, 19& 
Mackervy, Rcr. R Walker, 108. 
Haclaren. M. S., cricketer, 161. 
Mactcod. J. P., 172. 

— Dr. Norman, death of, 66. 
Macrcady. actor, 266. 
Macrobin, Dr. John, pro i c M or, 168. 
Manaoo, P., cricketer, 21. 66, 106, 

164, 1H6. 
Manual of Harmony, the, 29D. 
Marquis, George, accountant, 145. 
MarahaU, Dr., Braemar, 182. | 

Martin, Samuel, "Hatter to the 

People,'* 22, 272, 278. 
Matthew, Dr. A. C, 140. 
Matthews, Jamea, architect, 17, 19, 

47, 85, 20B. I 

— actor, 268. | 
Maas, Joseph, tenor, 260. 

Mavor, Thomas, precentor, 183. | 

McClymont, Rev. James, B.D , 122. ! 

McCombie. Mr., M.P., West Aber* 

deenshire, 68, 117, 207. 

— Rev. Dr., Lumphanan, 128. 

— John, M.A., 12i 

— Court haU, IX 

— William, editor, 240. 

— WiUiam, Alford, 250. 
McParland, of the Alhambra, 146. 
McOilvray, Rev. Dr. Walter, 2, 95, 

144, 154, 202. 
McGreflor, Sir William, K.C, M.A., 

M.D., governor of Lagos, 45. 
McHardy, Baillie, 17, 38, 95, 164, 

202. 
McKensie, Rev. W., Aboyne, 155. 
McKinnon, Arthur H. L., architect, 

32. 

— Lauchlan, jun., advocate, 82, 

50, 68, 148, 203. 

— Lauchlan, advocate, 32. 

— William, stockbroker, 32. 

— William, Spring Garden Iron- 

works, 101. 
McLaren, Rev. Peter, Praserburgh, 

12. 
Meadway, Marion, actress, 89. 
Meams, Provost Daniel, 209, 216, 

248,276. 
Mechanics Institute, 39, 70, 85. 
Melville, Rev. B. N. B., Maryculter, 

191. 

— WiUiam, 12a 
Melvin, Dr., 20. 

Menzies, Lewis, minor poet, 53. 
Meston, William, of tonic sol-fa 
fame, 132. 



Machie, Rev. J. G., Diaoct, ISS. 
Middktoo, Rev. John, Ballatcr, 171 
Miller. Rev. Canon, 97. 

— John, SandUaads, 94, I6i 

^ Robert, killed at BsA Cksrck 

6f^lS7. 
MiUigan. Rev. Dr., 49. 196. 
Miloe, Alexander, Mcchaaka Isiti- 

tote, 88, 95, 202. 
^ George. Kinaklie, 2», », 141 
^ George, 162, 201. 

— James, shipowner, 94. 

— John, poet of Uvafs ^, 1 

— John, burgh assessor, 1 

— Rev. Dr.,Fyvie,72. 

— CokMtr-Sergeant, 21. 
Mmto, Professor William, ».W. 

286; letter to Mr. Cafwe, 
232. 
MitcheU, Adam, buUder, pordiMtt 
Heathoot, 18, 88, 47, 86. l». 
142,156. 
_ John, artist, 274. 

— WiUiam, postmaster, 201, 
Motr, Beqjanun, oi Garthdee, SL 

— Dr. James, 238. 

— Maitland, student, 87.206.05. 
Moody and Sani^. first vmt to 

Aberdeen, 128. 
Morgan, John, buikler, 216, 248. 
Moitce, David R., 3, 107, !»»*• 
Morria, Tom, famoiia gowr, //. 

Morrison, Robert, watchmaker. » 

— William, onnuiist, 192. 
Mortimer, CoL-Sergt.. 21. 
Municipal eztensi<m, list of wit- 
nesses, 17 ; biU of costs. ». 

Munro, Alex. M., assistant ctty 

chamberlain, 40, 238. 
Murray, George, 248. 

— George (James BoUvar BAafl- 

son), editor, 261. 

— James, J. P., 61. 

— James, of Glenbumie, 199. 

— Dr. John, death of. 106. 

— Scholarship, the, 106. 

N API BR, Thomas, student, 87. 
Napoleon Hi., death of, 92. 
National Security Savings Bank, 

149. 
Neil, Robert Alexander, student, 

150. 
Neruda, Madame Norman, 100. 
Nether Kinmundy estate for sale, 

157. 
New Dee Bridge, promoted, 206. 
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Nicol, Alexander of Murtle, 181. 

— James Dyce, M.P., 85, 86. 

— Bz-Provost, 86, 94, 105. 
Nicholson, Badenoch, of Glenberrie, 

86, 111, 117. 
Nigg, Old Church of, 88. 
North, Brownlow, evangelist, 186. 
North of Scotland GaMetU, 240, 258. 
Northern, Psalter, the, 116, 280, 

278. 

— Assurance Company, 154. 

Oakbank Industrial School, 164. 
Ogg, William P., advocate, 148. 
Ogilvie, Rev. Alex., M.A., 79, 150. 

— Councillor John, bookseller, 88, 

86, 188, 14a 

— Dr. Thomas, physician, 83. 

— Thomas, 248. 

Ogston, Alex. M., of Ardoe, 32, 47. 
-^ James, manufacturer, 47. 
Old Town Links, the, 9. 
Okl Cross House Post Office, 267. 
Oldmachar Schools, 193. 
Opera House, opening of, 80. 
Organ first introduced in parish 

church, 71. 
Oughterson, J. C, cricketer, 66. 
**Our new Chamberlain," a toon 

hoose sketch by W. Camie, 

40. 
••Our Worshipful Critics," article 

by Mr. Forsyth of the Jonrfia/, 

36. 

Palm BR, Miss, contralto, 192. 
Parkinson, William, tenor, 167. 
Parliament, dissolution of, 117. 
Party of progress, 1, 11, 36, 64. 
Paterson, Oxsncillor James^ 88, 86. 
Patronage in Church of Scothuid, 

11, 12, 127. 
Paull, Rev. Dr. James, 73. 
>- William, advocate, 94, 138, 142, 

158, 201. 

— Rev. Dr. William, Banchory- 

Devenick, 253. 
Pepp^, W. R., cricketer, 21, 66, 107. 
Peter, Rev. George, Kemnay, 75. 
Petty, P. Chetty, Indian merchant, 

75. 
Phelps, actor, 268. 
PhiUip, John, artist, 81, 126, 274. 
Phipps, C. B., P.S.A., London, 47. 
Pine, Alexander, jun., Stoneywood, 

64, 164, 187. 

— A. 0., cricketer, 21. 

— Rev. Dr., 12, 147 190, 202. 



Pirie, H. M., Seaton House, 93, 105. 
^ Rev. Dr. William Robinson, 73, 

95, 96. 
Pirrie, Professor, 5, 63, 184, 135. 
Poe, Bc^ar Allan, 221. 
Pohle, CapUin, 23, 127. 
PoUock, Mrs., 141, 151, 268, 270. 
Pope, Henry, bass singer, 192. 
Pressly, David, 248. 
Price, Mr. and Mrs. Bdward, 24, 

25, 71, 92. 
Prince of Wales at Abojrne Castle, 

35, 45, 49 ; marriage of, 266. 
Prince Leopold, 77, 133. 
Princess Beatrice, 182. 
Princess Louise, marriage of, 7, 8, 

9. 
Princess Marie of Russia, 118. 
'* Principles of ancient and modern 

music," 220. 
Profeit, Dr. Alexander, Queen's 

Commissioner, 180, 182. 
Projected new railway. South Dee- 
side, 100. 
Proposed time gun for the city, 

119. 
^ peal of bells, 158. 
Prosser, Oswald, 107. 
Psalmody As80ciatk>n, 18, 147, 242, 



aody i 
257. 



** Pygmalion and Oalatea '* at Maris- 
chal St. Theatre, 60. 

Pyper, William, merchant, 138, 142, 
147, 216. 

Quay extension, 152. 

Queen and Court pass through 
Aberdeen to Dunrobin, 75; 
at Balmoral, 60, 168; at 
Haddo House, 266; attends 
funeral of John Brown, 182. 

Question of religious instruction in 
schools, 98. 

Qttinn, Dr., 163. 

Racbcoursb proposed on Aber- 
deen Links, 124, 131. 

<• Raleigh," by David Grant, 280. 

Ramage, Alexander, P. C. Training 
College, 147. 

Ramsay, Sir James, 87. 

— John, editor, 26!2. 

— Professor, 232. 
Rangers Pootball Club, 186. 
Reeves, Sims, tenor singer, 123, 

269. 
Reform Bill celebrations, 265. 
Reid, A. D., A.R.S.A., 280. 
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Reid, Sir George, P.R.S.A., 85, 128, 
164, 185, 187, 199, 248, 274, 
279. 

— Dr. James, 16. 

— John, advocate, 157. 

— Robert W., student, 16. 

— Sir Wemyss, editor, 261. 

— Dr. William, 248. 
Reinhardt, Miss, actress, 60. 
Reitb, Dr. Archibald, 194. 
Restoration of Bast and West 

Churches, 143, 170, 178, 180. 
Rettie, James, 229, 288. 
Rhind, Alexander, 162. 

— John, Royal Hotel, 48, 146. 
Riddell, Peter, harbour office, 46. 
Robb, George, town clerk depute, 

162. 
Robertson, Rev. Alexander Irvine, 
128, 180. 

— Rev. Dr. Andrew, Queen*s 

Commissioner, 180, 182, 201. 

— Rev. A. J., 160. 

— David, Royal Hotel. 9. 

— John, of WistminsUr Revuw, 

162. 
Rose, William, shipowner, 95. 
Rosebery, Lord, 124. 
Ross, Edward, Netherley, lia 

— Hugh, 48, 82, 86, 142, 188. 

— BaiUie James, 28, 29, 86, 158. 

— Major, 194. 

** Round Robin," sent to Lord Pro- 

vost Leslie, 46. 
Royal hand-bell ringers, 123. 

— Northern Club baU, 129. 

— yacht, accident in the Solent, 

168. 
Rubislaw Church, opening of, 160. 

— feus, laving out of, 152. 
Rugby football, match at Dundee, 

48. 
Runcy, Charles, 150. 
Russel, Alexander, editor of Scots- 

man, 174, 191, 261. 
Rust, Rev. James, Slains, 138. 
Ryder, Emma, 71. 

— Tom, comedian, 90. 

Sacrbd Hbart, Convent of the, 

12. 
St. Clement's Church, new organ, 

187. 

— Fergus murder case, 1854, 81. 

— PittTck's Well, 83 ; ballad of, 38 ; 

book, 83. 
** Saint Kilda," 220. 

— Lesmo, church of, 42. 



Saint Nicholas Church, new steeple, 

171. 
Sale of old post office for £5080, 

204. 
Sandison, Ludovic, 182. 
" Sang Schule,^' the, 12. 
Sangster, E. M., cricketer, 66. 
School Boards, formation of, 94, 96 ; 

value of proper ti es, 180; 

" breeze " in Aberdeen boaid, 

190 ; election, 202. 
Scottish Cricketer's Annual, 200. 
Scott, Duncan Macphersoo, death 

of, 19, 20. 

— Hercules, of Brothertoa, 86. 

— John, teacher, 8. 

— Sir Walter, reference to birth- 

day of, 25. 
^ Walter Glendronach, 71, 72. 
Seaton, Sir WiUiam, 194. 
Sefton's London company in Aber- 
deen, 60. 
Selkirk, Rev. James, 102. 
Severe snowstorm in the north, 

204. 
Shand, A. R., 55. 
Shaw, James, ironmaster, 68, 117, 

224. 
Shepherd, Thomas, Kirkville, Skene 

159. 
Shirres, Baillie William, 3, 4, 17, 

138. 
Siddons, H., actor, 133. 
** Sillerton boys," the, 145. 
Simpson, Alexander, advocate, 95, 

96. 

— Archibald, architect, 137, 170. 

— Robert, of Cobairdy, 72. 
Sinclair, James Augustus, banker, 

157. 
Sinclair-Spark, Tom, 21, 66. 
Singing competition by city schools, 

103. 
Skating rink at Springarden £act. 

ory, 194. 

— and curling pond at Pountain- 

hall, 34. 
Skene, Alexander, of Avondow, 141. 
Skirmish between Baillie Urquhsu-t 

and Porsyth of the Joufnal. 

36. 
Slaughter-house at Kittybrewster 

proposed, opposition thereto, 

19, 112, 167. 
Sleigh, Charles, M.A., 29. 
Slessor, Rev. Robert, M.A., 71. 
Smart, Councillor George, 38, 86, 

138, 142. 
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Smith, A Bmslie, advocate, 55. 

— Dr. Blaikie, 206. 

— Councillor Charles, 86, 142, 183. 

— Rev. James, Newhills, 196. 
~ John, *' Yankee Jack,*' 24. 

— John Guthrie, sheriff, 29. 

— John, steam navigation co., 

119. 

— Lewis, Dean of Guild, 38, 46, 

48, 64, 82, 86, 109. 142. 

— Neil, jun., merchant, 64, 97, 257. 

— Dr. Robert, death of, 44. 

— Robert, Glenmillan, 12. 

— William, architect, 181, 170, 

178, 180. 

advocate, 200. 

tea merchant, 213, 257. 

Smith-Shand, Dr., 163. 
Smithells, Caledonian Railway, 188. 
" Song tournament," 80. 
Sennett, T., actor, 133. 
Souper, Hugh Ross, 16, 248. 
Spelling bee craze, 194, 195, 196. 
Spottiswood, R. P., advocate, 97. 
Springthorpe's waxwork, 24. 
Sprot, Rev. G. W., 106. 
Stephenson, Professor William, 

167. 
Stevenson, William, of Viewfleld, 

138, 141, 142. 
Stewart, Charles, M.A., Gordon's 

CoUege, 80. 

— Sir David, 209, 248, 280. 

— John, manufacturer, purchase 

of Bsmchory - Devenick fbr 
£76,000, 72, 164. 

— John, of Craigiebuckler, 256. 

— Rev. Dr., Deeside Hydro., 18, 

Stipendiary magistrate, proposed 

appointment of, 183. 
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Y.M.C.A., 134. 
Young, Lord George, in Aberdeen, 

154. 

— Mr., of Durris, 153. 

— Richard, actor, 53. 
Youngson, Robert, 51. 



THB ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY PRESS LIMITED. 



Mr. CARNIE'S REMINISCENCES. 



Press Opinions on Volume One. 



*' Mr. Carnie'a Criends and the public will gladly have more of these 
charmingly racy and picturesque Rtminiscences. The public will congratulate 
the author on the production of a work. which will take a leading and 
permanent place among locsd historical annals.'* — Aberdeen Free Press. 

** As may be expected of one possessing so much literary skill with 
highly trained powers of observation and a keen eye to the humorous side 
of things, Mr. Camie*s personal jottings form delightful reading. There is 
not an unfair or discourteous line in the whole book." — Aberdeen Journal, 

" For many years the name of William Camie of Aberdeen has been held 
in respect smd affiection by journalists of a younger generation, and his 
friends in many distant parts of the world will peruse with delight the 
volume which he has entitled Reporting Reminiscences. It is written with a 
liveliness and dash that make every page fascinating." — Dundee Advertiser. 

'* Mr. Camie, as a leading Aberdeen pressman, had rare opportunities of 
seeing all that was to be lesu*ned. Every phase of city and county life is 
depicted. Round the old Marischal Street Theatre Mr. Carnie spends much 
pleasant time, and, as is well known, he was the central and principal 
personage in the musical revival inaugurated in our city in the fifties." — 
Bon-Accord. 

** These Reminiscences are full of the most varied interest. The book is 
one that invites and will reward frequent perusal. Beautifully printed and 
handsomely bound, the volume well sustains the high reputation of the 
Aberdeen University Press." — Banffshire Journal. 

*'To the future historian of Aberdeen these Reminiscences must prove 
extremely valuable, for they contain notices at first hand of the front-rank 
men who, during the last fifty years, have made * the Silver City by the Sea ' 
what it is." — Londtm Musical Herald. 

'* I would draw the attention of theatrical enthusiasts to a book they 
might not readily see — ^William Camie's Reporting Reminiscences. It treats 
of the stage mainly in Aberdeen, where the author represented the Times 
for many years, and is intensely interesting. Mr. Camie has produced the 
best lyric in broad Scots of the last quarter of a century—* Tam Teuchit's 
Reflections amang the Stooks' — and he writes English prose as few Scots 
ever manage to do."— J. M. Bulloch in the London Tatler, 

** Mr. William Camie has published through the Aberdeen University 
Press a delightful volume of Reporting Reminiscences. It is a kind of history 
of Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire during the years 1850-1861, and is full of 
graphic touches. But the author is bound to carry it farther. His sub* 
acribers will have much reason to complain if he does not. It is for 
Aberdeenshire readers that the book is intended, and it will delight them 
from beginning to end by its genial spirit and brightness of style." — 
l>r, R0BBRT8ON NicOLL in The British Weekly. 



